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TO THE: 


Here is no Chriſtian that prays in 
the words which his Lord bath 


READER. 
taught bim , but doth implicitely 


| [| profeſs his defire that theſe Papers 


may be -read and conſidered : For the' firſt 
thing he there prays for , is the hallowing 
Gods Name; which is ., That God will 
give his Grace to us, and all people ; that 
we may worlhip him as we onght todo, '& 
our Catechiſm hath taught 'u7. Now” the 
deſign of this Book, being onely to give afſi- 
ſtance to the worſhipping God as we ought be 
that defires the doing of that , muſt" alſo tbe 
conſidering of this. For how menivly foever 
the thing be done, it cannot but occaſion ſome 
thoughts in mens minds , and ſome diſcourſe 
in company upon this Subjett > whereby it is 
very probable, many things which in the ardi- 
nary performance have been amiſs, may be*ob- 
ſerved and amended , which ihuld not _ 

B | other 


To the Reader. | 


otherwiſe been thought on; and men may be 
excited to confider what is firrobe tone, that 
this Service may be moſt decemtly and ſolemn- 
ly performed. - And if it do but this, T have 
my end. IT do not impoſe .my Didates on 
any, but offer things to Conſideration 3s 
bamility 3 acknowledging, that both.my w 

of Learning, Tinte, Health,” and\ dim compo» 
ſtere, make me unfit to write for publick view : 
but my fervent defire to ſee-things. ordered in 
the beſt manner in this Service, which T have 
found fo comfortable to my ſelf , and deſire 
_ may be more eſteemed and frequented by 0- 
thers , bath perſrwaded this Eſſay > which I 
bope will offend none. If any fpould blame 
my boldneſs in medling with thoſe of the Mi-: 
niftry, my excuſe muſt be, in the obſervation of 
an Ingenious Gentleman; That cven the | 
Lamps of the Sanctuary may nced Snuffers 
ro make them bura the clearer. I know 
be ſaith,they ought to be of Gold 3 and I wiſh 
maine were better Metal : But I hope the pu- 
nity of tiny Intention, will make amends for 
the meanneſs of my Style and Enpreſſion, and 
pracure @ kind acceptance with that Sacred 


Tribe. 


Upon occafion of this Second Edition,T muſt 
&dd this t@ the Reader \ That I was forced in 
y the 


To the Reader. | 


the firſt to cut off much of what \I deſigned, 
that ſo I might accommodate the Book, to what 
the Bookgeller would ventrre to print 8 but he, 
row grown mare bold by the good ſucceſs of 
his firſt tndertaking ; gives me liberty to pro» 
ſecnute my firſt intentions > wherefare I bere 
make ſore ſmall inlargements ; + and I bave 


- done it with good intentions, for the: exciting 


a ſerious Divotion in theſe boly Exerciſes of 
Gods Wirſhip, which by tbe prevalency of 
falſe Opinions,and vicious Praflices, is great- 
ly decayed ; and T have done it with full per- 
ſmaſion of mind, but withuet contempt of any 
that are otherwiſe affeied. T pity all that 
will not make a through tryal of the felicity 
of a Holy life, and of the prattice of holineſs 
according to the example of the ancienteſt and 
pureſt times , and as it is purged front all | 
Stperſtition and Fanaticiſm, ( and ſuch, I 


think. is that I recommend.) And Tam the 


more moved to this compaſſion ; by the experi- 
ence I have of the good ſucceſs of this prafiice 
in my ſelf. I was bred to the exerciſe of 
Piety in another way, and endeavoured to be 
devout therein , as my Confeience told me I 
onght, IT converſed with the wiſeſt and beſt I 
lived with , and bad ſome intereſts among 
them to perſwade me to a continuance in that 
Way but when it Jug God to bring in . 


another 


To the Reader. 
another Order, I thought it my duty to conſi- 
-der wtll;before'T ſat down in a fixed diſobe- 
dience.- Tthonght'T could not expreſs the ho- 
*nour Towed'to my Superiours, if I ſhould 
yefuiſe 't0 conſider what was ſaid for Obedi- 
"ence to'their Laws; nor yet the lovel ſhould 
"*havefor communion with all Chriſtians,6c 
eſpecially thoſe to whom I was united by 
manifold obligations,;f I ſhoxld forſake it on 
'ſertiples eaſily reſolved, or for the bare liking 

- of ſore other Mode of Worſhip,as better than 
"that +hey'uſed. And upon an impartial con- 
*fideration of what Thave beard &- read,( ha- 
«vihg- never bat hed any Argument that I met 
"with againſt the lawfulneſs of Lay-Nonegn» 
formity 3') T am now ſatisfyed that it 'is my 
aity to obey the pnblick, Order : and baving, 
endeavoured to do it with the Devotion 
ought, T have found it no way inferiour (to 
ſpeak the leaſt ) to what T was formerly uſed 
to, as t0 the uſes and benefits of publick Wore 
"ſhip, eſpecially-to the exerciſe and entertain- 
ment of a Heavenly mind. This experience 
moved the importunity uſed to Miniſters and 
People in this Book, that they which Conform 
might do it ſo devoutly , as might be to the 
comfort af themſelves, and attrafing others 
to our Communion. And I have infinuated 


ſome Arguments to inforce the ſame, as ſo 
brief 


To the Reader. 


brief a Difcourſe would permit ; which,with . 
the former, I recommend unto Gods Bleſſing, 
and a candid interpretation, being refolved to 
make no more Additions thereunto , although 
it ſhould have the good hap ito be printedras 
gain. 1 hope they will not be angry with meg 
that have baught any of the firſt Edition, be- 
cauſe T believe moſt of them are ſuch, 5s ſx 
penc- will not much concern, and it will be 
a good work for them (if they have"#"\mina 
to this Book) to'give the former wiebr 
find any guilty of the faulss therein notedgand 
* mn this they will very much gratifie te"21u- 
thor of the Book , who deſires nothing more in 
this world, than to ſee the excellent Order of 
|| -0#- Church obſerved with that :care and-conſi+ 
I: deration (as well” as with true Devotion } 
that # may have its true beanty in the eyes of 
all good men, and may alſo bave a mighty 
eficoc to their Spiritual joy and conſolation 
in this holy and heavenly Communion, and 
to the reformation and ſandfification of their 
minds and lives, | 
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PREFACE 
Concerning Divine Worſhip. 


Worſhip of God js « thing 
. much talked of (and that with 
reat reverence) by many wh 
_— khavenat(as I think) ſuch appre- 
benfions of it as they ought. And on the other 
hand, of ſame it i4 as much ſlighted, as if 
there were ſomething of Fanaticilm in all pre- 
tences to Devation. My deſign therefore in 
this Preface ſhalk be, to beget right thoughts 
about 'it , ' and: a due clicem thereof, as I 
have in what follows endeavoured ta direct 
right behaviour therein. 
F men would conſider the thing, it reould 
not be difficult to underftand- what the true 
Notion of Divine Worlhipir. Every man 
knows what it is to give Worſhip in the 
common (ence of that word, (viz.) That it is 
to fignifie our Reſpes to perſons above ws, by 
reverent aQions ſited. unto their dignity : 
And ſo it muſt principally ſfignife, when it is 
| applicd 


concerning Divine Worſhip. 
applied unto God , The expreilion of the 
greateſt dread and reverence towards his 
Glorious and Tremendous Deity , by the 
moſt humble poſtures of Adoration. This 
hath been the ſenſe of all Mankind concerning 
this matter , and this is the ſence of the holy 
Scriptures 3 and this all the Chriftian-world 
agreed in , until the corruptions and cruelties 
of the —_ of Rome q made thoſe rh 
juſtly oppoſed her in things , to forfa 
v-uty; atly pork reaſon, but the ha- 
tred of being like to hexr,who had been ſo ernel 
towards them. And among theſe, I reckon 
this to be the ehief , That 4 not ouy left 
fl daily Offices of Gods pablick Worſhip, 

alſo that ancient Order for the perfor- 
mance thereof 'on the Lords day , which was 
moſt accemmodate unto the comunttion of theſt 
ations of Devotion and Adoration; by which 
means , howing the Head, and Body , and 
| Knees, &Cc, which have in them the principal 
ſexce of that word Worthip , have become 
almoſt quite out of ufe among them. 

I cannot imagine. for. my own part, any other 
reaſon why theſe ſolemn ations ſhould become 
Jo wholly diſnfed , for T cannot believe that 
any who-are acquainted with what is writtett 
of the former or preſent Cuſtoms of the world, 
can be- ipnorant: what the uſage thereof hath 
B 4 ever 
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ever been , and flill is, in worſhipping what- 
ever they called God : nor did I ever bear it 
proved, that thetr common ſenſe did herein de- 
ceive them. r It ſeems to me alſo,that it is im- 
poſſible for any that read the Scripture , tobe 
tgnorant that when it ſpeaks of any perſon or 
aſſembly that they Worſhipped the Lord, x 
means principally, ms) bowed their Heads be- 
fore bm «n acknowledgment of his Deity , or 
ina ſenſe of Gratitude, for bis mercies ,, nor 
that theſe, twa words, Bowed and Workhip- 
pcd, are almoſt every-where in Scripture joyn- 
ed together. And thoſe that have read Eccle- 
Gaſtical Hiſtories,or converſed with any. of otber 
Churches( even thoſe that never were of thePo- 
piſb Communion )will find,that it is not thePa- 
piſts onely among Chriſtians , that abound in 
theſe ſolemn afs of Adoration \ but that they 
ever were , and (till are uſed by all Chriſtians 
( and by ſome as much , if not more than by 
them) except only thoſe whom I ſpeak of ,vho | 

have forſaken them on the account aforeſaid. 
Certainly there is ſome reaſon upon which 
this common conſent is grounded , and for 
which this expreſſion bath ever been made , by 
ood men,af the Worſhip and Honour they de- 
bre to give to Almighty God 3 and hath ever 
been accepted and approved of him \, and far 
the ſame reaſon it ought not to be forſaken and 
diſuſed 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
diſuſed of us. And. indeed the Ve y general 
—_ {4 uſage of the Wi old p bhefu of oor 
Church, bath ſo much of reaſon init ſelf that 
it ſhould be evidently proved there .is poſitive 
fin, or great inconvenience in the things recom- 
mended thereby,before we venture to. contradict 
or. oppoſe them. We ate commanded to give 
no offence to the Jew., nor Greek, not 
Church of God : whereas it ſeems to me,by 
fogfaking theſe ſolemn afis of . Adoration we 
offend them all. And T verily believe,nothing 
more perſwades the Papifts of the goodneſs of 
their own Religion, and makes them think i 
of ours , than obſerving the deceggy of theſe 
ſolemn attions ſo frequently uſed in their pub- 
lick Service 5 and that it ſcarce looks like the 
Worſhip of God, where they are wholly omit- 
ted : as they are in ſome Proteſtant Churebes, 
and in all Nonconformiſts Meetings, and tov 
much in our Parochial Aſſemblies alſo. 
' But it is not onely the avoiding We that 
ſhould recommend theſe ſolemn afions,” ( and 
eſpecially that of Bowing )þut many great rea= 
ſons.” 1, There is nothing, more effeQual 
to impreſs on the mind 'a' ſenſe bf *'Oods 
Preſence , than this attion of Bowing before 
bin. It is impoſſible a man can uſe ſuch an 
Afion , but be muſt think,there is {ome ane 
preſent to whom it is performed \ and where 
B5 men. 
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1 have not 4. true belief, of Gods preſence, 
NA ara a ſSa was themſelves of rr de- 
fed, .#& will. ſeen ſo unreaſonabl e and fooliſh 
to. perform ſuch atts of Adoration ,. that they 
will be hardly perſipaded thereunto. And 
for this reaſon , when the world became 0 
carnaliz'd by indulging. their bruitiſh part, 
that they could ſcarce have any. apprehenſion 
of invilible things but by the help of ſome- 
thing that was the Objet of their Senſes, 
they. invented. Images to repreſent the ini- 
ble. Powers they worſhipped , and fancied 

that by their Incantations and Charms , their 

Gods. werg drawn to inhabit thoſe Images, by 
which mens. they found they were helped. in 

performing thoſe as of Adoration to them. 
But the-only living and true God bath utterly. 

forbidden any ſuch repreſentations of bimſelf , 
as being e. diſhonowr to the. infinits Glory and 

Spirituality of: bis-Natxre \ but yet requires 
external Worſhip from us, in acknowledgment: 
that be is. everywhere reſent , but eſpecially 
in the Aſſemblies that meet to do bim. bonout 
au&ſervice.z. and that he, and be onely, is to 

he, feared; and had. iy, reverence of all that 
are about him : vie if we would perform 

this aft of Adjration as we ought, we ſhould 
find. great help thereby , againſt the weakneſs 
. ef;onr-Faith,and the dulneſs of our Spiritual 
gs OY ſenſe 5. 


OE  », A. Sb ator. JAAN orb Pre Hf, © OE 


concerning Divine Worſhip. 

ſenſe, and it would beget in ws ſuch an has - 
bitwal - apprehenſion of Gods Spiritual and 
inviſible preſence.,. that it would be as a new- 
nature or principle of ſpiritual and holy life 
irall other things : I ſay, if we-perform it- 
as we ought 1, " becauſe I would have none 

think, that I impute a Magical force t& this 

a(tion, as if. all that do it, on what account 
ſoever , ſhonld become inſpired with ſuch. an 
habitual ſenſe of God and. bis univerſal pre-. 
ſexce, For I know, that where this is in re- 

pute, men may be very obſervant thereof for 

carnal ends, and be inwardly Atheiſtical,and- 
outwardly. profane (tifk: but if it be done 

with a. deſign to ſignifle our belief of Gods 
preſence , and our awful ſenſe of bis infinite | 
Glory and Greatneſ3,it: bath tendency to work, 
a b.tbit of ſpiritual ſenſibility in this matter, 
and by-the efficacie of: the ſame ,. we ſhall be 
continually. kept in. the fear of offending God, 
and excit?d to all haly and vertuous ations: 
that are pleaſing. to bims which Ttbiak is a ve-- 
ry weighty matter. 

Beltdes , it, prepaxes and diſpoles our- 
minds' to the performance of all the Offi 
&$sof Divine Worſhip , whereby. we ex-- 
plicate the fignification of ſuch as of A- 
doration-: and therefore it hath been uſed to, 
be done at our firſt coming into the Church, 
M31. 
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that we may remember what we are chiefly to 
intend in all we do there, viz, the Worlhi 

and Honour of Almighty God. The want 
of this conſideration, is a cauſe of great miſ- 
chiefs in the Church : Men have learnt to 
think, that all tbe Miniſtries of Religion are 
intended to work,on their Aﬀefions and Paſſi- 
ons, and to gratifie a Religious Fancy 3 and 
fo they judge they are beſt ordered, when they 
ſerve moſt effeiuallyto that end 3; and upon 
this account it is, that they condemn the Com- 
mon Prayer. ar a dead Form, and cry up the ' 
Extempore way, as the only peels mode 

of ſerving God. And while they thus judge, 
they are ſubjeft to be. drawn into Schiſm and 
Errour by every ſubtile Seducer that can ban- 
ale the inſtrument of his Tongue well., and 
affet their minds with ſome devout Paſſions. 
For ſo long as they think That way of Reli- 
gion beſt which moſt affeits them; ( novelty ha- 
ving a great force in that matter 5 and men 
that defign to ſerve their Intereſts by making 
Diſciples, being - of to bend their minds moſt 
ftrenuonſly to ſtudy to ſpeak to mens paſſions) 
men can never be fix'd'in any way of Religi- 
on. But now if they. were once Sefrihs 
that thoſe publick Adminiſtrations were beſt, 
which ſerve moſt fitly to the Worſhip and' 
Adoration of the Deity, and are moſt ad» 
vaniageows 


concerning Divine Worſhip: 
vantageous for the conjuntton' of theſe ſolemn 
attions 'which T here ſpeak, of it wonld be 
hard' for them tofind any better than ours a- 
mong thoſe which ſeparate from us. 

For the better underſtanding the beginning 
of the foregoing Paragraph, 'wherein I-ſay, 
that in the Offices off Divine Worſhip whe ex- 
plain the ſignification of the als of Adoras 
tion, I muſt obſerve, 1. That, as the Worſhip 
we perform to God, by humbly bowing down 
in our approach to his glorious Majeſty , doth 
declare our obligation unto all we perform-in 
the following Offices ; ſo thoſe Offices do con- 
tain the explication of the Worſhip we there- 
by give to- the Almighty. For ſince we de- 
clare by that aftion, that we worlhip bim as 
the only true God, we oblige our ſelves to per- 
form that ſervice which Deity makes his die : 
and this we do, when we give bim thanks for 
the great benefits we have received at his 
hands,and ſet forth-his moſt worthy praiſe; 
when we attend diligently to bis holy Word; 
and ſeek, at his bands things requilite and 
neceſſary for Body and Soul: for by 
theſe things we do acknowledge him to be the 
Fountain of our Being , 'and of all the bene- 
fits whereof we are partakers , andto be the 
free and gracious 'donor thereof , and that he 
is moſt rborthy of all the Praiſe and Glory that 


we 
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we. rail give him, as by. reaſon thereof, d al A 
becauſe-of the infizite. perfections. of. hi 
tare and bis mighty. and: wonderful rf 
which we behold : That he is infinite Wifſ- 
dom and Truth, and to be-believed in all Ca 
be reveals tous : That bes our only r_ 
Law-giver , and- to: be obeyed in a 
gontmands us « That be i is our Soveraign 
Lord, \ and. our weal or wo doth wholly de-- 
pend on his Favour or Diſpleaſure , and that 
ne arts or labours of our own can ſecure us a- 
gainſt” miſery , or inſtate us in true felicity, 
whether it-be internal or external ., reſent or 
futitre-, but that oy whole d nce is 0n 
_ bis fawour and bleſſings And allthis, and 
much more , is contained in our achnowledg- | 
ing: him-to be God-,. which we do, by bowing, 
down- before him in the. place of his Publick 
Worthip. | 
2, Since- the chief. end of our. publick Ser= 
vice. is-the moſt explicite worſhipping God, - by. 
acknowledging thoſe things which Deity doth 
imply. Tt is-cery meet- that we joyn this at 
of Adoraticn with oxy Prayers end Prailcs,, 
in fit places as, at the mention- of. Gods: 
g/orivs' Titles and Attributes in the begins 
xings. of the Coles, and when we implore. 
bis gracious. acct ptance through the merits of: 
our bleſſed Sis; inthe concluſion thereof 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
and there are. alſo many places in the. Te De- 
um , and in tbe other Hymns and Pſalms, 
where this aftion is very. fit , both to expreſs 
our ſenſe. ef Gods preſence, - our reverence t@< 
wards bim, one belief that be ſees ws , and 
that be bears all we ſpeak, to him, and alſo 
to keep our Devotion in life and ſtrength, and 
to. aſſiſt it in each other. I find in many pla- 
ces of Scripture , where the manner of the 
ſolemn approaches of the people wnto God is 
deſcribed , that they did bow. their heads 
and wor(hip, in coujunion with their Prai- 
ſes and Prayers: Andit ſcems to me , that 
there is ſuch 2 natural decency in the thing, 
that all unprejudiced perſons muſt approve it.. 
Sure I am, that the devout behaviour of ſuch 
as. I bave known. to be truly pious men in this 
kind, hath ba4 a great influence on me \, and 
T may think, it will have the like on others. 

3. That it ſeems to me,. that the intention: 
of mind which. is required to the- ſpeakgng is 
any good Serce aud Method in the Extenipo- 
re-way of Prayer, 4 a great hindrance tothe 
due uſe of ſuch afts of Worſhip inthe ſpea- 
her z and the ncceſſary. attention to what is. 
ſpoken ,. an4 the inward diſcanrſe of Reaſon, 
whether it*be fit for us to joyn with the Mini- 
ſter therein, is as great hindrance to ſuch De-- 
wotion inthe bearers .. 


&:That: 


= >—M 


TY * 


A PREFACE 

' 4." That the Brief and Comprehenſive 
Prayers into which the general Office of Pray- 
er in our Way is divided, feems much better 
in this reſped , than if the ſeveral matters 
whereof they conſiſt were compoſed” into one 
long continued Prayer, 

5+ That it would be very convenient that 
every one would heep to their own Pariſh- 
Church , where they might bave convenien- 
cies to perform both this and other Expreſſions 
of Devotion, better than they can in a Crowd 
into which many throng, for leſſer benefits than 
they might have by. a. devout performance of 
theſe boly Offices. 

This then I conceive ( according to what I 
have ſaid before) to be the Worlhip of God : 
When men knowing and conſidering that there 
is one eternal infinite Being, ., of moſt glorious 
and tremendous Majeſty, and of incompreben- 
* ſible Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power , that is 
preſent in all places , wbo , having made us 
with ſuch powers and faculties as fit us for 
bis Worſhip atid Service, and enriched us 
© with ſuch\benefits as gzve us greateſt obliga- 
Tions thereunto , doth expef that we perform 
>" the ſame to the greateſt advantage of bis Glo- 
"ry and Honour. I ſay , when we knowing 
this, go phto the place of Gods Publick Wor- 
. thip, and there do by aftions worſhip God, 
6 bowing 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
bowing our Heads and Knees before him, 
and alſo by words > declaring. our belief of 
his Being,. Preſence, PerfeQions, and wonder- 
full Works, and our thank fulneſs for bis infi- 
nite Mercies , and joy and delight in bis Ser- 
vice « when - we humbly and ſeriouſly attend 
to the ſolemn. reading of bis divine Truth, tbe 
Hiſtories of bis mighty Works, to his Promi- 
ſes and Threatnings whereby he hath enforced 
bis Laws , to the. Prophecies and miraculous 
Gifts whereby. be hath aſſured - us the Do» 
frine is from himſelf, though by minitry of 
men and ſuch-likg things of great concern- 
ment to theglory of God, as well as our good, 
which we hear out of the boly Scriptures ; 
As alſo, when we make our Supplications and 
Prayers before him as.onr ſupream Lord 

Governour , and.thereby acknowladge bis uni- 
verſal Preſence and. Providence. extending to 
all times, places, and perſons, with all theiv 
circumſtances, even inthe miniteſt things,and 
withal, over-ruling the greateſt : Ana when 
in all theſe we intermix due afis of Adora- 
tion , as continually intent on the conſideration 
of Gads Preſence , and waiting, for occaſions, 
in the Offices of Praiſe, Hearing, and Prayers, 
to adore bis divine Majeſty internally and: ex- 
ternally ,..and to. expreſs our devout affeciions 
by.ſuch ations xs bowing,;end lifting up our 
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Eyes and Hands to Heaven, 8c. and alfo 
kneeling and ſtanding as it is moſt fitly or- 
deved by the Church : And when every one at 
the concluſion of the Service uſing ſome ſhort 
Ejaculation to beg Gods pardon for what de- 
fefls we have been guilty of , and his actep> 
tance of or fincere defire to honour him, hum- 
bly bowing before him at our leaving the 


Church, this I conceive to have as munch 
Conformity to what all: men (that conſider 
their natural - apprebenfions of things ) will 
judge moſt like to that which is the plain 
'Tis ſome wonder to me , that many who 
ſeem-to. have @ greas zeal for the Worſhip of 
God, das every thing they Elia 
ligion part thereof (as the Church-Cove- 
nant; (which they add to that of Baptiſm ) 
and the ſuffrage of the People in the matter 
of the Ordination of Miniſters, &c.) ſhould 
be fa inobſervant of that Worſhip which Hea- 
thens have kiown-by tbe light of Nature to be 
due to God , and which all that ever worſhip- 
ped a God ( true or falſe) bave uſed. Cer- 
tainly- the Eaw-of. Nature is Gods moſt 
| primutive Law , and cannot be altered while 
things remain the ſame, and all-Divine Th- 
ftitutions in the matter of Worſhip; do but 
ſupply the defeils of that Law; and wer? 
Modes 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
Modes of W. = added ( for ſpecial rea- 
ſons )to that which Nature taught,but no way 
excluſive thereof, or contrary thereunto \ and 
the Sacraments of | the New Teſtament are 
inſtituted -on the ſame account. Beſides, T 
have obſerved in the Writings of the Noncon- 
formiſts , an acknowledgment of the duty of 
natural Worſhip, and of the uſe of ſuch na- 
tural ations whereof it conſiſts but always 
this of Bowing, ( which is the chief”) is left 
our of the Catalogue, and ſome bard names, 
ſuch as Cringing Geſticulation, &#e. put 
xþon it, to diſgrace it, of which F never coutl 
find any reaſon. but their enmity to -0urChurch, 
axd their diffuſe of 32 in their own Way. "Tis 
irxe. in one T find this, That Cuſtom doth 
limit and determine Natures Eaws 3'upon 
which account , Proltration, and wearing 
Sack-cloth , and rending Garments , art 
now diſuſed. And Powing (finee it is fill 
left ot ) ſeems to be put gmong the 'number 
of thoſe natural ations determined' by Cuftone, 
But what Cuſtom is this ? Surely not "the 
Cuſtom of | the Community of Mankind , nov 
of the Church of Chriſt, but of | ſome that 
bave almoſt baniſhed all other expreſſions of 
Devotion., bus ſnch which may be ds prope 

to the bearing any Tragical ftory.as jo be Wor 
ſhip of Ged. But though Nature only teach- 
| et 


A PREFACE 
eth the uſe of ſuch behaviour in worſhipping © 
' God as is moſt expreſſive of our Reverence t0- 
wards bim , and Cuſtom may make fome va- 
riation of #boſe- expreſſions yet this af of 
Bowing ſeems ſo natzrally fit to expreſs re- 
verence, and ſo decent, that it hath become u- 
niverſally Cuſtomary , and is never like to be 
determined by contrary Cuſtom , or diſparaged 
by bard Names, except amongſt ſuch as them- 
ſelves, | | 
I know that it is alſo ſaid; that the Ad of 
Parliament forbids the uſe of any other Cere- 
monies than what are m:ntioned in the R us 
brick” and that this being not mentioned , it 
wonld be an ati of diſobedience tg uſe it. To 
which T anſwer, That the Pre expreſſions 
of Worſhip and Reverence to Almighty God 
cannot be there meant « for then, lifting up 
the Hands and Eyes to Heaven , may be 
thmght forbidden as well as thi, which I 
think, none will affirm : But as God bimſelf 
bath not inſtituted any thing poſitively.( no not 
in the time of the Law, when be was ( as it 
were) the Temporal Monarch of the Jews) 
about his Natural Worſhip, ( ſuch as was per- 
formed in their Synagogues) ſo owr Gover- 
nonurs bave. not thought fit to in(titute --any 
thing in this Caſe, but leave it to be done by 
every one as bis Devotion moves bim \, but 
cer- 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
certainly they never intended to forbid it , as 
is here ſuggeſted.  _ THT . 
It is alſo ſaid by ſome, that it may make 
the Service of God ſeem ludicrous , by being 
done too much ; and every one hath not diſcre- 
tion to do it as be ought, and will be apt to 
exceed \ that the Papiſts are grown to ſuch an 
extream inthis ation of Bowing, and ſuch 
Geſticnlations about it, that their Service is 
as ridiculous to Proteſtants, &c. To which I 
anſwer 8 As tothe Papiſts,T cen be no judge in 
that matter, becauſe I never. ſaw the full Or- 
der of their Service, but I know that maiiy 
eſteem ill of things they \ are not uſed to,with- 
out juſt cauſe: the uſe of Muſick and arti- 
fiaal Singing, of Reſponſes and Alternate 
Readings in Divine Service, ſeem ridiculous 
to ſome that have. been edxcated in another 
Way. Beſides, -what the Papiſts are thought 
toexceed in, is matter of Inſtitution \ the 
time and place of their Bowing, Croſſing, GC. 
being divefted by their Rubrick( as I bave 
read) but that which 1 ſpeak of, is a matter 
of liberty, in which I never ſaw or heard 
that there was exceſs. That people left at li- 
berty ſhould be too much -in bowing their 
Heads or Knees in adoration of him they 
worſhip, in lifting up their Hands and Eyes 
to Heaven, in expreſſion of their fervent affe- 
ion 


\ 
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Aion in Prayer, 8c. ſeems to me no way to be 
feared, *Tis like ſome fere ( eſpecially of the 
younger ſort.) that are much affedted by obſer- 
ving the decency of this'in ſome Miniſters that 
pradiiſe it ; being ſneh,, as bythe holineſs of 
their Life, and excellency of their Dofirine, 
have obtained a great _ reverence with 
them, I fay, they may feem \( and 1 
think but ſeem ) 109 zexlow in this matter : 
bnt as the generality are far enongh from that 
fanls , and more like to be aſhamed to do 
what their Conſciences tell them is very decent, 
(eſprcially when done by grave men) than to 
exceed #herein 3 ſo I think the fear of it ſpowld 
detey no'man from recommending a due and 
decent performance , which is all this Pape 
aims at. But ſuppoſing this to be true, that 
men do, or may thus exceed , it feems an ill 
wayof argning, That becauſe a thing may be 
over-done' ,, therefore it ſhould not be done at 
all, © Some find fault with Extempore 
Pyayets , that they are too long 3 and others, 
with ours in the Common Prayer, that they are 
166 ſhort : Should any mian now ſay, "Tis 
beſt then to have no Prayers at all ? yet "tis 
as much reaſon in this caſe as the other. Men 
will never - be of one mind in the meaſure_ of 
theſe things , while they are of different af- 
feltion 3 the Formal will condemn the De- 


Vous 


concerning, Divirie Worſhip. 
vout of Exceſs , as they do them of Defed : 
but when Reaſon is conſulted; all will agree 
that ſomething, of this kind is decent 5 and 
therefore methinks , after there hath been a- 
mong #us ſo long a total omiſſion of this way 
of expreſſing, Devotion, none ſhould blame my 
Eſſay to recommend it. Though T have ſaid 
thus mech ini favour of Borving,, which our 
Church leaves to every ones liberty , yet I 
would not be thought ſo confident in» my aſ- 
ſertions herein; as to condemn all that de not 
bold or prafiiſe as I do: but I bumbly offer 
this, as other \things., to the conſider#tion of 
the Wiſe , being willing to reform atty thing 
in my thoughts or ations that I ſhall be con- 
vinced to be amiſ7., And do believe that 
thoſe Conformiſts, who uſe not this alion bave 
better reafon for it than I am aware of , or 
elſe on farther conſideration , may do 4s moſt 
Churches in the world, and moſt of »beit 
Brethren bave gzven them example. 

T ſhall farther obſerve , as to this matter of 
Geds Worſhip , That God cexpecs ſuch 
Worlhip from us, as is ſutable to the Re- 
velations he hath made of himfelf It 
was cauſe of his great diſpleaſure againjt 
the Gentile world , that when they knew 
him to be God, they did not worſhip him 
as God ; when bis eternal Power wy 
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eth the uſe of ſuch behaviour in worſhipping ' 
God as is moſt expreſſive of our Reverence to- 
wards bim , and Cuſtom may make fome va- 
riation of #boſe- expreſſions yet this aft of 
Bowing ſeems ſo natzrally fit to expreſs re- 
verence, and ſo decent, that it hath become u- 
niverſally Cuſtomary , and is never like to be 
determined by contrary Cuſtom , or diſparaged 
by bard Names, except amongſt ſuch as them- 
ſelves, | | 
T know that it is alſo ſaid; that the Ad of 
Parliament forbids the uſe of any other Cere- 
monies than what are m:ntioned in the Rus 
brick” end that this being not mentioned , it 
wonld be an att of diſobedience tg uſe it. ' To 
which T anſwer, That the nat expreſſions 
of Worſhip and Reverence to Almighty God 
cannot be there meant © for then, lifting up 
the Hands and Eyes to Heaven , may be 
thought forbidden as well as this, which I 
think, none. will affirm : But as God bimſelf 
bath not inſtituted any thing poſitively.( no not 
in the time of the Law, when he was ( as it 
were) the Temporal Monarch of the Jews) 
about his Natural Worſhip, ( ſuch as was per- 
formed in their Synagogues) ſo our Gover- 
nours bave. not thought fit to inſtitute "any 
thing in this Caſe, but leave it to be done by 
every one as bis Devotion meves bim \, but 
cer- 


concerning Divine Worſhip. 
certainly they never intended to forbid it , as 
is here ſuggeſted. | ; : 

It is alſo ſaid by ſome, that it may make 
the Service of God ſeem ludicrous , by being 
done too much ;, and every one hath not diſcre- 
tion to do it as be ought”, and will be apt to 
exceed ; that the Papiſts are grown to ſuch an 
extream inthis ation of Bowing, and ſuch 
Geſticnlations about it, that their Service is 
as ridiculous to Proteſtants, &c. To which I 
anſwer 3 As tothe Papiſts,T cen be no judge in 
that matter, becauſe TI never. ſaw the full Or- 
der of their Service, but I know that matiy 
eſteem ill of things they \are not uſed to,with- 
out juſt cauſe: the uſe of Mulick and arti- 
ficial Singing, of Reſponſes and Alternate 
Readings in Divine Service, ſeem ridiculous 
to ſome that have. been educated in another 
Way. Beſides, phat the Papiſts are thought 
toexceed in, is matter of Inſtitution the 
time and place of their Bowing, Croſſing, &C. 
being divefted by their Rubrick( as 1 bave 
mos but that which 1 ſpeak of, is a matter 


of liberty, in which I never ſaw or heard 
that there was exceſs. That people left at li- 
berty ſhould be-too much -in bowing their 
Heads or Knees in adoration of him they 
worſhip, in lifting up their Hands and Eyes 
to Heaven, in expreſſion of their fervent affe- 
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Aion in Prayer, 8c. ſeems to me no way to be 
feared, *Tis like ſome few ( eſpecially of the 
younger ſort.) that are much affedted by obſer- 
ving the decency of this in ſome Miniſters that 
pradiiſe it z being ſneh,, as bythe holineſs of 
their Life, and excellency of their Dofirine, 
have obtained a great reverence with 
them, I fay, they may feem :( and 1 
think but ſeem ) 100 zexlow in this matte? : 
bnt as the generality are far enongh from that 
fanlt, and more like to be aſhamed to do 
what their Conſciences tell them is very decent. 
(eſprcielly when done by grave men) than to 
exceed therein 3 ſo T think the fear of it ſpowld 
dete? no'man from recommending a due and 
deceris performance , which is all thif Paper 
aims at. But ſuppoſing this to be trae, that 
men do, or may thus exceed , it feems an ill 
way argring., That becauſe a thing may be 
over-done , therefore it ſhould nov be done at 
all © Some find fanlt with Extempore 
Prayers , that they are too long \, and others, 
with ours in the Common Prayer, that they are 
166 ſhort : Should any mian now ſay, "Tis 
beſt then to have no Prayers at all ? yet 'tis 
as much reaſon in this caſe as the other. Men 
will never - be of one mind in the meaſure of 
theſe things , while they are of different af- 
fe8tion 3" the Formal will” condemn the De- 
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concerning Divirie Worſhip. 
vout of Exceſs , as they do them of Defed'? 

but when Reaſon is conſulted, all will agree 

that ſomething of this kind" is decent 5 and 

therefore methinks , after there hath been a- 

mong ns ſo long a total omiſſion of this way 

of expreſſing, Devotion, none ſhould blame my 
Eſſay torecommend it. Though T heve ſaid 
thus much in* favour of Borwing, which our 

Church leaves to every ones liberty, yet I 
would not be thought ſo confident in» my aſ> 

ſertions herein, as ts condemn all that de not 

bold or prafiiſe as I do: but I bumbly offer 
this, as other \things., -$0 the conſideration of 
the Wiſe , being wilting to reform afly thing 
in my thoughts or aGiions that I ſhall be con- 
vinced to be amiſs. And do believe that 
thoſe Conformiſts, who uſe not this allion have 
better reafon for it than I am aware of , or 
elſe on farther confideration , may do 4s moſt 
Churches in the world, and moſt of »beit 
Brethren bave gjven them example. 

I ſhall farther obſerve , as to this matter of 
Gods Worſhip , That God expects ſuch 
Worſhip from us, as is ſutable to the Re- 
velations he hath made of himfelf. It 
was cauſe of bis great diſpleaſure agai 
the Gentile world hes alk they —— 
him to be God, they did not worſhip him 
as God : when his eternal Power wm 
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Godhead (though inviſible in it ſelf ) was 
made evident by the works of -his Creati- 
on which they had continually before their 
eyes, whereby they might have learnt to wor- 
ſhip bim as an infinite incorruptible Spirit, yet 
they would worſhip him under the reſem- 
blances of Corruptible- things z which was 
a aiſhonowr to the Eternity and Omnipotency of 
his Divine Natwre. 

Bet now our bleſſed Saviour hath farther 
revealed the incomprehenſible Deity , as ſub- 
filing in a Trinity of *perſons in the Unity of 
his Effence , and as manifeſted in our Fleſh, 
in the ſecond "Perſon'of that bleſſed Trinity 
which revelation of | God requires ſomething 
peculiar in the matter of Divine Worſhip from 


us Chriſtians. It hath been received as a 


matter of Faith by the Catholick Church,That 
the Trinity in Unity and the Unity in 
Trinity is to be worſhipped 3 and that our 
bleſſed Saviour, as God and man, it to be ho- 
noured as we honour the Father, Now it 
ſeems to me , that there is ſuch an excellent 
Order in our Liturgy for the performance of 
the Worſhip of God and our bleſſed Saviour 
according to theſe Evangeliea! Revelations, 
that "tis ſcarce to be equailed in any other 


Way, eſpecially that which is ſet up in com-- 
petition with it. And IT doubt not, all thoſe. 


that 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
that will impartially confider the Reſponſes, 
the Te Deum, the Gloria Patri,' *Cmbich we 
ſo frequently uſe, becauſe it"is ſuitable 30 this 
Goſpel-Worſhip, (of which yet ſome complain 
there is great defef in our Liturgy) as alſo 
the Creed, the Letany , and the Communi- 
on-Service , and how God is therein honon- 
red ay Three perſons,and yet but one God, and 
our Saviour invocated and acknowledged as 
God-man advanced to the bigheft dignity at 
the right hand of: God 1, Tſay, be that conſi- 
ders this, T hope, will think,as I do. I know 
prejudice binders men from obſerving what is 
excellent in any thing , but eſpecially in ſuch 
things they are' not uſed to: but as I ſuppoſe 
none will deny God is thus to be worſhipped ; 
fo, where men are not prejudiced, I verily be- 
lieve they will think, that in no Way they can 


' do it better. 


There'is ſometbing alſo to be inferred , as 
10 this matter of Gods: Worſhip , from the 
plentiful effuſion of the Spirit in Goſpel-timer, 
and our Fellowſhip and Communion in that 
Spirit, There are ſome Phraſes-in the New 


Teſtament, which,T think, have been perverted 


t0 a wrong ſence» ſuch as Praying in the 
Holy Ghoſt, Worlhipping God in the Spi- 


| xit, and in Spirit and Truth : which I _ 
{| may better be referred to the worſhipping G 
C 


a 
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a5 revealed by the Gaſpe} ( which is calle 
nition. of the Soirt) ix | the 6+ 


| nf 207 yoned 3 or elſe to our worſbippi 
od. in Faith and Fervency., in Unit nn 

- Unanimity,. without diftinftion of Few aud 
Gentile. z in ſpirituality, without legal Types 
and Figures, and carnal Ordinances 3 it the 
vertue.. of. Chrifts Merits , which pas. the 
- truth. . of+. all:the:bloudy Sacrifices of - atones 
ment. for Anuenss with God' in the. logab 
Worſhip.s. and this, "according to the-revel a+ 
tions whereaf* the Spirit of Chriſt is 4Anutboi, 
Q by... whoſe Gifts, and Powers. they. nt 
panfirmed.s . : 1 fay,. better reſerved to- theſe 
things, than 48 praying without ftudy,. on any. 
prepared F arm,onely by belp of - the Spivit. | 
_ 'It ſeems to. me ,, that if boſe Expreſſions 


bad any relation to praying by any extraordi- 
nary and ſupernatural 54”: Bi of Gods Ste 
rit, ( as was their: praying. in Le es 
they had-never karns ,.or in Expreſſions thad 
were-above any attaimments-they conls be ſup- 
foſed to have by. ordinaxy means} it muſt \ be 
applyable onely unto thas time. For, bawevet 
«n Opinion hath. beeninfiunated sf late, . of 4 


miraculous and: ſupernatiral. affiftance far the 
performance of | that duty, þ bath  givei 


confidence to. many ( wht are naturally.unable 
forthe ſame;) to-venture w-it', - and-that even 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
in publick Adminiſtration , to the great diſho- 
tour of Religion , aid jnſt offence of all wiſe 
men : yet I think, none will dare to affirm, that 
any Chriſtian or Miniſter hath any promiſe 
from God of ſuch aſſiſtance of the Spirit, as 
may make it to be truly ſaid, that be prays in 
the Spirit, # the ſexſe above-mentioned. But 


. now, 4s T firſt interpreted it of praying as the 


Revelations of the Spirit of Chrift in the Go- 
ſpel requires , it is appliable to all times and 
perſons : and this T think to be done (as in 
the Forementioned reſpeit of ripping the 
Trehity in Unity, and our Lord and Saviowr 
as God-man, ſo alſo ) when our Prayers are 
ordered for the greateſt advantage of Faith 
and fervency,and of the Union and Cont- 
munion of all Saints 3 and ſo I think ours 
are. 

For in the firſt place, oxr Faith is belped, 
by the aſſurante that we ark ſuch things as 
are pleaſing to God z and ſecondly , by the 
frequent mention of the merits of Chrift : 
When we pray in tbe words which our Lord 
and Saviour bath taught us , and uſe ſuch 
Forms as bave been compoſed by men famius 
#n the Church, and approved by multitudes of 
Chriſtiant , and that for many Ages : when 
our Prayers are ordered with great advice of 
thoſe that are moſt Learned among our ſelves, 

C 2 (be- 
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( being alſo ' ſuch as are orderly called to di-. 
ref the publickminiſtrations in Sacred things) 
and when they are approved by all the Chri- 
ſtians united under one Civil Government , 
( which approbation is declared by their Re- 
preſent atives in Parliament , with whoſe ad- 
vice they are by Law eſtabliſhed) and when 
we may our . ſelves - conſider and wegh the 
Jame before we uſe them, having them in our 
Books ta read at any time \, certainly we may 
on all theſe accounts be more aſſured that we 
pray for ſuch things as we bught, than when 
we joyn in a Prayer we never heard before,and . 
ſuch as is the ſudden. conception. of a private 
Miniſter , ( as the uſe is with thoſe that are 
egaint our Way.) Thirdly, the frequent 
mention of the Merits of our Saviour at the 
conclufion of our brief Collefis, is more help- 
ful:to our Belief that we (hall find acceptance 
'for Chriſts ſake, than when it is onely once at 
the'end of a long continued Prayer, if my 
own experience and that of wiſer men do not 
deceive me. 

And for tervency.,wve bave great belp alſo, 
baving nothing to do but to apply our minds 
to earueſtneſs in praiſing God and praying to 
him. s. no need of attending to hear what is 
ſpoken, that we may dee whether it be fit 
fir res 10 jzyn in or not s and when we know 


the 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. | 
the Prayers beforehand , we canjoyn with the 
Miniſter and Congregation , though we bear 
not every word. is reads And the briefneſs 
of the Prayers,being compoſed of ſuch weighty 
and comprehenſive Expreſſions , belps more to 
true fervency than long Prayers , though the 
novelty and variety may more work, on mens 
Fancies. 

3. We have far more of the Fellowſhip 
and Communion of the Spirit in our Way, 


' than inthat which is ſet up againſt it. Firſt, 


we agree with the Saints of all Ages in this, 
That the publick Worſhip of God is to be 
adminiſtred by a prepared Form, and not 
by the preſent conceptions of the Admi- 
niſtrator:s For I. cannot underſtand that 
either\ the Fewiſh Church or the Chrifttan did 
ever adminiſter their publick, Worſhip ' in any 


' other way (except what thoſe perſons did who 


were Divinely inſpired, as many were among 
the Fews, and inthe firlt ages of: the Church, 
who therefore were ſaid to prophecy whenthey 
uttered ſuch excellent. Pſalms or Prayers Ex- 
tempore : ) of which this is a ſufficient de= 
monſtration to me ,, That in the Fewiſh Syna- 

gues all. things at this day are adminiſtred 

y Forms:, and in all the Chriſftian-Chnrches 
(that have not veen acconmed Enthuſiaſtical ) 
the ſame Way was ever obſerved \ or at lea, 
3 none 


"A PREFACE | 
none can deny that it nory is ſd in all the Chri- 
 flianWarlg, except thoſe Congreations that 
are #nited in ſore 04d opinion, and ſeparate 
from the.bady of Chrittians 3 the onely.confi- 
dgrahle. Body of theſe that ever admitted the 
other Way of adminiſiration, being the Scots 
farmerly, and the Englith in the late Diftra» 
Hons: but on many accounts that adn; 
cannat be efteemed anorderly Settlement ,. or 
excafe them from Schyma, thaugh tt were by 
the prevailing partys. Now fineet bathb\ſcarce. | 
ever beey kyiopn, thet in uatters Sacred; and 
of long Cujtary \, greet Alterations hatie thaen = 
made ,. buy mith greet Oppoſtient an Conte 
. wala + I cuncludethat of in abe beginuing 
of - jo pro iþ i. their. Synagogues, 
af the Chriftian Worſhip inthe prblick, Aſe 
ſemblies, Prayers had heen erdinarily uſed to 
be made in the Extempore way (except by \ 
inſpired perſons, -as befure.) that Way could 
not bave been altered, ſo univerſally as it was, 
ta the uſe of Forms, aud yet we have no no» 
tice of the ſame , either in Hiſtory or | by Tras. 
dition. But not onely in that we uſe a Form, 
but we uſe ſuch Forms wherein we have the 
Communion with ather Chriftians that is 
poſſible in the very words we ſpeak; we wſe the 
Plalms of David ,, "which as they bave. ever 
been a part of the Publick, Warfhip of Ay 
d 


concerning Divine Worſhip 
fo alſo of Chriſtians : the TeDeum hath 
been uſed very anciently, and received of abun- 
dance of Chnrches into their z 
fo the Creeds, and the ColleRs before the E- 
Iles and Goſpel, andthe General 'Con- 
Fon «nd Abfolution ; the Gloria Patfi's 
and moſt parts of our Service, "which is mate 
xp of the im tn eentd ef one, with 
Forms ayer that RI wit 
Eh * Comin 
3 0 we 
bays Communion moſt fully with” 0eCwoh 
ans to whom me are united under one G | 


fl ow ek pg we babe no mY kl 
nion but onely Sith the Miniſter, becauſe” we 


are not ſure that an 7 one in the ED 


oves of all be ſays, nor it maybe 
Fang ; bord it is poſſi ſible the Maghes bis 
may / peak that , for want .of fn 
which he on ſecond thoughts ma by 
bimſalf So that there cannot be [0 of 
munion of the 5, op in that W, Sins Lars 
' Theſe Ls ngs T have Ng. me W; 
beget a he N non in Ms oe | 
i eſtabliſhed Order for i "1; "3 
of G Go, But T _ not be-thought- to 2 


ſiſe 
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Fells any that have a true love. to God, and des 
fire to honour and glorifie him in ſuch a way 
of .W, Porſhip.. 4s they think moſt acceptable to 
him , . what piers ſorver. miſinformation” 
and -prejudItes, of Education (and: Converſes 

ſubjedt them unto. And 1 bope thoſe that 
differ from me , will not reproach my fervent 


defire to. promote Piety in the Way I beſt ap- 
gas 1+ bat which I am many wa Fw 


to to huf. Ford 4 þ other. And at I have 
mebeex wonl, ui: them on ne a boneſt 
G. 5>, (not anding at gaze 10 ſee what 
we ahuy'# a by as 8. Lag} in the War- 


il we offer by. the be Fro ,.. while 


Vey wy" for M, Pre they defire to 
bear, but ) by joyning. he arty wit 7, 4ccore 
di to. the advice of this aper > 1 do not © 
IM but they would ſoon leave wondering at 
i bits cyin "thi Way. But if ſome foul 
4 through miſguided Zeal, or for the intereſts of 
their arty.; . fall foul on me for Sega, 
what they 70; by all means to deprave , 
am eontent to ſuffer as my Saviour did, Ts 
the Reproaches of thoſe that reproach 
God ( iy.condemriing what by the Laws of . 
_ Nature, and Examples in Scripture, he ap- . 
pac 'J) nh ame, And i if theſe that 
oe this Wo Pay of Worſhip, be made hereby 
e miore fervent and deront in attending there- 


upon, 


concerning Divine Worlhip. ; 

apon, I hall rejoyce in my labors and ſuft- 

KG for their ſakes. And T hope they will 

be ſ>, when they conſider , that in this Way, 

'' Devotion i4 not ſubjef to be. abuſed by the ſub- 

| tiltyof ill men, as it bath been by ſuch on. 
both fides that differ from ns.: That bere is. 
no diſcouragement given to the weak and © 
baſhful , by exemplifying a way of. Devotioh - 
that is above their reach, nor any tempratioh 
tothe bold and ſelf=conceited. to aſpire. to ' 
their own ſhame, and the diſturbance of the 
Church': That therein nothing but pringiples 2) 
of Truth, that tend to Piety, Charity, C redi- | 
ence to Superionrs, Meekneſ?, Moderation and ' 
Peaceableneſs among. our ſelves, are Fs. rok td 
be influuated into our tinds © That hereby we - 
ſhall be greatly aſſiſted in boly Meditations, - 
(Thile aur minds” will be ſtored with abun-. - 
dance of excellent matter for tht fame }, and 
m educating our Children religionſY, in eep= 
ing our Families in unity and order, and per--- 
forming the Worſhip belonging tothe. ſame 3. 
and many. other great benefits that we ſhall: 
eXpertence in a devout attendance on the daily. - 
Service of God in publick oppoittbl 'by this 
Church , by which nieans they will alf” be. © 


_ 


more confirmed in their love hereunto, and be- - 
come examples to others, who'will be more ef- - 
felinalty drawn to their duty, by obfervitig* : 

: C 5 tbe "- 
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oe, of We WV = Phety y. than by - | 
_ tzong, pos it, "Inte ſeems.to me, 
thing is more Jike to | preſerve this - 
po the deſigns. of its Enemies on - 
ha hank, than ſuch fervency of trye-Devo- 
tion pw Ea that ws ſs themſelues the Chil: - 
ng of which # the 
te enſuing, Abiee ts toReaders: 


7 Hite this Sheet was Printing , 15 
Y. was told by. a friend, that. he. 
heart the ef ye Dr, Beveridge, (in a Ser-- 
ute Tow 2.12, March 26.) declare, . 
tthe 


Sony and R y bows - 
he d and Shouldets 3 and that - 
Ack a. 8S.jt had anciently been uſcd. - 

Hog £0 Hgnifie. qur adoration + 


es £0 by it -is moſt ht and... 

 exerci {cs of Religion now... 

fey ed WOE that.the judgment. of » 
excellent 2 pexfon-, publickly declared, 

ow at the coming out o # his- Book, which : . 

on fare he. had nos the leaſt. knowledge : 

10n of)-gave CqQuntenance to my.. 

lndertaking in this Preface. 

that., I hearing the ſaid Door - 

Ln at i of. the Lent-Sermons-+ 
at; 


f 


ef the.word Worſbip,was.. | 


$4 vours;z humbly 


_ | abies ks , - {ele _ 
- concerning Divine Worſhip. 


athis Church, it ſeemed to me ſuch a-' 


perfe&t Exemplification of what I adviſe 
in the Book , that I might ſeem to have 
learnt all from his pratice (though I nc- 


ver heard him before). - And I have great - 


hope,that the example of one ſo eminent- 


ly Pious and Learned, of ſo excellent @ t 


Temper, and- ſuch unwearicd Labours in 


the Miniſtry, may do more toward'in- - - 


o 


troducing {criouſneſs and reverence in Dt- - 


vine Worſhip , than theſe'Papers can do- + 


themſelves: wherefore I have ventured 
(without his knowledge) to' propoſe his: - 


Example in conjun&tion with my endea-- 
ing his pardon, if he - 
be offended to have his Name mentioned-« 


by fo unworthy a Pen. - 


SOME: 
CONSIDERATIONS 
£4469 Offered to rr Fs 


'Þ of - 


W_ _ 


irettims Pot R Ed DE RS. 


E that will pane this Ser 
vice as he ought, 'muſt firſt be 
- [prepared with-trae Devotion, 
= > jn.his Mind and Spirit.--> 

- Two things are needful for the expli 
cation of this: Fark, that the exepreſſion off 
Dewotion is:a: neceſſary part of Worſhip. | Se-" 
_ that it. will be difficult for tht Rea- 

der ito ' make ſnch- Expreſſion , if be bave'nit- 
reah-Devotionta bineſelf. | 

Foxthe fiſt, I ſhall only obferve , that 
it is the very nature of Publick W orſhip,to-* 
be an EIT ares of fach affecti-: 
Ons. 


[2]: " " 
ons of our Souls' as are due unto God a- © 


lone z and ſuch an-exprefſion. as is moſt © 
unto his Honour and our own and others 


Edihcation. - This, I1 think; no man will 
deny. And for that reafon our Lg 
for this Worſhipis fitted 'to'expreſs a grea 


Ps 7 ba jo pling os ] 


tain of all our comfort 3 _ and a great joy 
and” exultancy-in <xtolling his greatneſs, 


"ayd goodneſ3.asthe pexteGion 
# wap a6ſ5+- Had "and alfo to be accbmpa- 


ell with aQtions {uitable thereunto, . And-* 

Fey 

haſt, IJ. a L 
of his S 


votion in the-manner ch and . 
Actions;quite akers the nature of he 4 * 
and ſpoils the-defign of it. © © 1s 
c: Every man of any ſenſe;can difeern 4 
indecepey. of reading ſuch wordsay{ [ 
have mercy upon us, Chaift 
merey upon us, Lsd have mercy 
upon 18g} with 2 manner of ſpea--- 
king: as ſignifies but lirtle Devotion/-and=+ 
fervency of. mind,. And {o'they-mayalfo-- 
of ſaying the Gloria Patri., and\ TeDavin;" 
Oe.' without fuch cliecrfulneſsof Speech, - 
_ and reyerent aQtzof. Adoration as-become” - 
the- ſame... aa, 2 
; - QO.- _ 


WE 5 
hbnour God by any words we. 


not work here as. SpellSand oe 4 buc 


as rational RrormentsShat fg fignifi "A 
ief and affeRtions of our- I 


cannot do, but by being, ko hs 
ee and accompanied. wit Be Sans ations 


aforeſaid, So that. upon theſe dex, -ophun ow 
Readeris obliged to the exprelſign. of De- - 


votion in his AU SeO of this Service. 


But beljdes,he that-is carekels in making, -. 


ſach expreſſan of Deyorjon in reading the, 
Prayers , oth very af to vrenene the 
converſion. of Iafidels and Pa 
cuſe oe Ng pins of I 

$ , and ftO-cncourage T 
te neglect 20 attend thele , 


fe) Neokils this, I muſt intreat the Reae:- 

det to canſider , that notwithſtanding t the - 
canfuſion of -Tongues , there: is one uni-. - 
$1; 2 eidertingd by. al} Man» -- 
ric ands 2nNorantas well as - 
Ty 2AJnE 1 pe © that» know not - 
meaging, L ©) t C- words we. {peak ,. OT. -: 
can well perceive whether. we: {peak Sence. - 
or TUDeee: yet by. this can DR6-LOIE. 


verlal Langy 


43k 
we do not appear fexyous and; Ped: in- 


provouncing the. ſatnic : : nor WHl it/at- 2lle- - 
ihe our ſelves or 'others.. For-wards do - 


—— 


iſts., to cx». 
kind of Se 


[4] 
of what we ſay or do-, as to the general 
tendency thereof. And this language con- * 
ſifts to the Tone of 'our Words, int Mode 

of our Actions 3 by theſe they know whe- 
ther a man means Love or Batred, Anger 
or Good pleaſure, Honour or Contempt,in 
the cotnmon converſation of this life: and 
{9in the' marter of Religion, they know 
by 'theſe , whether'a man, being in 'the 
Church, means the adoration of a .God,or 
a phantaſtick obſervation of perſons or 
things there preſent 3 whether he means 
& natit2] delight in exerciſing his Gifts and. 
ratimral powers, and” in attending, to the 
Maſick of Words, Voices, or Inſtruments, 
(for there 'is no great difference., if no 


more be meant) or a Spiritual employment , | 


of bis mind'upon God, and the things of Re- 

tigion,as his chiefeſt jny. | 
And this kind of Language, (for fo T 
here call it) as it is underitood moſt gene- 
rally, fo it works moſt powerfully on the 
minds of men, and difpoſeth-them to be- 
lieve what it cxprefſeth , more than any. 
Rhetorick of wordscan do, ” Andthov & 
thefe expretſions,as well as that 'of Words, 
requires ſome caution for the right under- 
ſtanding them, and may, be abuted by Hy- 
pacrites, to cheat and deceive the wortd *5 
yct 


[5] 
yet lince , according to'mens underſtand- 
ing of them, (and. till they are convinced 
of the Hypocrihe) they do incline and at- 
te& their minds,men are to account theme - 
ſclves concerned to make ſuch expreſſions 
for their conviction and edification 3 and 
that the rather , becauſe elſe the Souls of 
Men will be betrayed to thoſe that lie in 
wait to deceive by ſuch talle appearances. 
And it is nota thing arbitrary,and at mens 
liberty, whether they will uſe theſe expreſ- 
ſions or not.: For ſmce they are {o lignifi- 
cant of our adoration-of God, or ferven- 
© cy intour Prayers to him', and exultancy 
_ ln his-praiſes 3. we- muſt be, obliged there» | 
unto, by .vertue of the nds of wore 


| ſhipping God, of; ſo/praying and praiſing 


as is worthy of him; beſides - theemany 
Examples of this. in Scripture, And indeed; 
the Minds of men axe fo apt to be inclined 
| by theſe, that they, will;{carce believe. we 
truly mean: the Workhip of God, -EXCEpt 
we exprels it by ſuch tigns.- Now-to-ap+ 
ply this to the preſent-purpoſe. 

All Nations , -according, to that knows 
ledge. which naturally,, they have of this, 
| have; ipſtituted and practiſed foch Expreſ- 
lions, of their, Honour) and Reſpe&t upto 
the God they worſhipped 3 and the _ 

| rne 


þ 


[6] 
ftance of rue Piety , - the more they have 


endeavoured | to keep up the reputation of - 
it, by outward figns of Devotion 5 -and all" 


$eQs, as they have formerly , ſo do they 


ill make thea rances of extraordina* 


ry Devotion, the means to imtroduce their: 
Errours and Schiſms. Now taking this 
tor granted, that it is part- of the Law 
weitten (in-che-:hearts: of all men}; that 


peode is acknowledged to beGod is to. 


be worſhipped/ and adored 3 - and that as 


— God is great anddreadful:fo+ 
yon mn ogra terns | 
ther as underftnd by theimeany 
appeats'to'befo7- 
>ay; .on-(uch neg mp lev ear 

© ned-- 
piſts nor 'SeQtaries will-ever :be-in-- 


rant fs when it 


that /be-our Religion never fo 
ther Fa 


the Popiſts have declined from the ſub». | 


"». 


lined to conliderit , mor brought to cm--- 


braceit ,, while they perceive a-defett of 


thefe Expreflions a: Devotion in'our moft 


Kern Offices of Divine Worſhip, and" 


whilſt they think they'out-do usin a mat- 


ter thoy are ſb certain to begood and well-- 


ing to God, and profitable to men. 
yrs belicve-there tar fcarce be a 


both-of Papiſtr and Sepa- 


ed — recs bs Cauſe then this, of fy 


ratifts 


C7] 
ratifts to joyn in our Common-Prayer : 
For both theſe have great appearances of 
1 Devotion ma their ſevcral Ways : The Pa- 

pifts, in their frequent bowing, and other 
atsof Adoration 3 the Fanaticks, in their 
ſeeming fervency and ſeriouſneſs in Ex- 
temporary Prayers: . And theſe latter (in- 
wham we axe moft concerned) are neceſſi- 
tated tofome kind of ſeriouſneſs and in- 
tention, as that without which noman: 
can/ pray in that Way. wich any tolerable 
fence and method 3 and many, who with 
reateft.intentionand'ſcriogfneſ3 can [rarce- 
-aither, axe the more-obliged to a-grea--- 
terifexycacy., at leaſt inifhew, 4n' calling on- 
the Name of God, - withiſceming carneſt- 
nes3 and to-ufe his Tides and Attributes 
over and. over, and allto cover the tefets - 
of their invention. But this-however looks - 
like the Expreflion - of a great Devotion; 
and is fo underſtood' by the unwary-mul- 
titade. If | therefore they" perceive no 
Exprciſions in our: Way that bear propor- 
tion to the fame, it is impoſſible but they 
will pxefer- rheirs before it 3 | and hence. 
thoy generally argue , 'that they are not 
bound to joyn in a Way of Worſhip! that 
is worſe , when they have opportinity t9 - 
have Communion: mr a Way that wh 

OVW + 


: - 7” "ra [ 


Now the main thing in which it is betters 


in their opinion, is this, that they perceives} 


in the Minitters of their Way - a great? 
ſenſe of Gods invilible prefence, and'a+ 
great ſericuſneſs and fervency of mind iv 
their Prayers to him 3 which they cannot! 
perceive im our Way , when the Prayers” 
are read without ſuch Exprefhons of De-- 
votion, as I here afhirm to. be neceſſary. ' 
And then it prorngg A ba the profaner {oxt! 
in negleivg theſe, holy : Ofkces : For 
when they ſee the Readers of the Prayers 
ſo ſlight and ſuperficial, and to expreſs ſo- 
little {exiouſnels and Devotion in Reading. 
they will- never think - themſelves guilty! | 
of, any great ſin in being _— 
leſsin hearing , -or : very. indevout if t 
never come. to hear them at all. Theſe 


things ſhew a neceſſity of expreſſing 5 ; 


votion.in reading the Prayers. But, 1 
Secondly , This men will very hardly do, 
if they: bave not the truth of | it #n their own 


Souls. *Tis trae , men may very eaſily | 
diſcern by natural Reaſon, the decency of - 


| humouring words with a pronentiation (ujs 


table.to the matter they contain , and. of 


Roving therewith a/ he and comely des 
poions. of. the Body 3, and; they may. 

now- by common obſervation, that as this 
is 


| [ 9] e — > 
is Praiſe-worthy , ſo it is of good Report 
- among amen: And ſo it may-be:thought, 
that in compliance with their own Rea- 
4 fon, and to pain applauſe among men.,Rea- 
ders raay well enough compoſe themſelves 
| to counterfeit Devotion in pertorming,the 
- Office of Common-prayerz and 'that,' al- 
4 though they have none of the truth, of it 
4 in themſelves. - _- af £49 * 
| I confels, for my own part, I think: a 
| counterfeit Piety {o; much better for the 
4 Church-than a profeſs'd Formality., that 
| 1 wilb che Prayers were devoutly read, on 
| what account-ſoever it be dagc. - But 
when 1 conlider how Errour/' hath wea- 
4 kencd the reſpect that ſhould be had to 
| Devotion in the way of Common-prayer, 
4} and obſerve.the great flightneſs and gene- 
| ral formality. that is'to@.common in hea» 
ring it, I am afraid that this will prevent 
that confideration iri- moſt Readers ;;.and 
quite inervate the force of ſuch arguments z 
Þ 1o that if men have not a great Devption 
*, in themſelves, they are more like to be a- 
ſhamed than- inclined to counterfecit-it : 
"| For when they ſee that men- generally 
. think they have acquitted themſelves very 
well in the matters of > God's Worſhip , it 
they do diligently attend to what the Wy 
| $ niſter 


ie IO ] J 
niſter prays and preaches-in the Pulpit, 
— they lictle regard what the' Rec 
derr doin the Desk 3 Readers will think 
it little concerns them torepard it neither; 
and fo they are apt to haſten the Prayers 
ont _ of the way , to make room for that 
which they (ce is chiefly intended F, vis. 
the Serrion/ / But now if- we may 
a Reader to deſign this, we may tind' rev 
fon to think that it is much harder for 
one In'this cafe ' to/perſonate rhe man 
he is not , than in- any' other that can be 
named : for the ſenſe-of an Omniſcient 


who is efent,- arid 1& 
ao truth in de, oma, 4 ; bhorving 
all 


and di ation , and that 
tarly in the-Offices of his imme» 
diate Worſhip and Service; I ſay, the 
ſence of this; will be apt to beget ſuch a 
dread in their minds, as will hinder their 
attention to the right performance of : 
counterfeir Devotion. For certainly , a5 
is moxe helptul to the moſt decent 
of Devotion-(where it truly is) 
gan he hvely _=_ of- Gods L_ 
nothing' can be more aptto diſcotn 
the mid that defignsnet at all to expreſs, 


but onely to counterfeit: Devotion, than 
this. Again, —— 


=>. 05700. OE 


PT 


fome Readers, ' berauſe\ they ars 


there is| a. great deceitfulneſs in-fin', {ane 


= 


wr ] 
oft betrays them to groſs Vioes, which noe 


onely:impreſs a'guilt on-their. minds, bur 
alſo -make them confcious ,, that'all thar 


know ther will jadge' their ſeeming De- 
votion. tobe but a kind of Pagea _ 
and this will very much increaſe the 
culty of the thing; , Sorthat 1 think EF 
may conchude;,; that he which 'would'rtad 
the Commun-Prayer welt , ought co be'pre- 
pared with true Devotion. 

But here muſt inſert a Caution-, that 
I .doi-not- approve of: thertthat make a 
ſcom:of 'the: 4PPCarances of Devotion if 


(it may-be tiuly)' to-be often guilty of-in- 
temperance in drinking: For } believe} 
notwithſtanding #bat, they may be finceres 
There is no man that pang + Dok And 


this. deceit operates moſt; on the: perſons 
where it molt prevails; and: therefore I 
have ofien obſerved .,- (and fo have' wiſer 
men) that ſome perſons. whom” all! the 
Town: have marked for covetous men, 
w_ =_ _— CONE Pri 5h 
0 it'is wit piceful, roOw- 
ard,. andi Re bet , and'triany 
others. And it may beſo with theſe. 


Ca Aa a) 
- ps. n 
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neſt  infifted on.) may ſeem to the Obje- 
Rors (and many others;not inclined there- 
unto) to be much a greater vice than the 
tore-mentioned, yet it-may not ſo ſeem to 
them that arc guilty 3 and alſo they may 
think that their ordinary meaſures,though 
Sreater than.others, is no fin, and their 
lapſes into ſuch meaſures as they cannot 
deny-to-be Exceſles, and-to diſguiſe them 
(as all vices in ſome kind: do) © may be but - 
infirmities;and as ſuch be pardoned by the 
mexcies of the Goſpel, on the exercile-of 
thcix. daily Repentance, ' And :though 1 
 think-<{as: 1 aid) that (there-is: much of 
_ Cheat in'this, yet while they believe their 
fins to be conſiſtent with a ſtate of Grace, 
and profeſs and practiſe a kind of Repen- 
tance;, : (though not ſuch as will obtain 
their Pardon) I ſay, [in ſuch: caſcs I believe 
their expreſſions of Devotion. may not be 
charged with Hypocrifte: For they may 
truly mean to adore, fapplicate,and praiſe 
God-''z and it may be the mote truly, be- 
cauſe they think he will.not exact ſuch ob- 
{ervances as they think- themſelves unable 
to.perform. And I am afraid, that ſort of * 
men who moſt complain of this Reader, - 
hold ſome Frinciples that give too much 
help to that vain hope whereby ſuch _ 
Ccneat 
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' cheat themſelves to their eternal ruine 3 
and while they blame others, fin deceives 
in this matter, even theraſelyes, For it is 
a great cheat to think , that becauſe men 
do amiſs in forme things, God will accept 
nothing that they do; and as great, that 
men may commend nothing in ſuch : 
For, as it is evident , never any did any 
thing well for God, but it was accepted 
at his hand , unto ſuch purpoſes as were 
meet , and tended to draw them farther, 
and not diſcourage them. Nebuchadnez- 
2ar, Abab, Febu, and many more, are in- 
{tances of this: And all wiſemen, and 
ſome "Inſpired ones, have. commended 
whatever of Vertue or Piety they found in 
the worſt of men : Pail, for inſtance, in 
the Fews. Therefore I conclude, though 
ſome Readers who perform this Service 
well, and make fit expreſhons of Devoti- 
' on in their outward behaviour 3 I fay, 
though they may be often guilty of Exceſs 
and Intemperance., yet we cannot con- 
demn them of Hypocrifie , nor ought to 
diſcourage them in what they do well: 
but our Daty is by all means to admoniſh 
them daily, and to convince them of the 
deceitfulneſs of their fin, that they be not 
 bardnedby it ; and waa them of the 


nCc- 
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neceſſity of univerſal Repentance and O- 
bedience , as that without which -God 
will never accept them into the embraces. * 


of his Fatherly love, however he may 
forbear them ſome temporal Judgments, 


and give them ſome temporal Bleſſings ; - 


much.1c{s- will he bring them to his Hea- 
venly Kingdom :+ Nor can the true Chil- 


dren of God and this Church maintain 


ſuch intimate Converſes with them , nor 
ſhew ſuch brotherly kindneſs to them , as 


co ſober Chriſtians. Nor ought the.” 


Church to continue them in her Commus- 
nion , if they do not ſpeedily reform and 
amend their lives. Put yet we may not 
decline their Miniftration , nor make any 
Schiſm in or from a Church on their ac- 
count, or. condemn them of Hypocrifie in 
their expreſſions of Devotion. 

But b2cauſe I would not be thought 


. 


%* 
* 4% 


hereby to excuſe ſucir mzn, or give them, 


any encguragement to prelume ,, I intreat 


them to conlider , that the Evangelical 


Precepts of Perfe&ion are plain and cogent: 
The Grace vouchſafcd is mighty and power- 
ful, and to thoſe that will fight mantully, 


che victory is certain 3 every one that /ecks. 


as he ought, {hall hnd 4 wy of eſcape out_- 


of every temptatiqn 3 for Gad will not ſuf= 


fer 7 
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- fer ws to be tempted above that we are able * 
If we will reſiſt the Devil , be will fly from 
us 4 if we will walk in the Spirit, we ſhall 
not fulfil the Iuſts of the fleſh ;, tor the Spi- 
rit that i in us, i flronger than he which i in 
the world-, or than the moſt importunate 
luſts of the Fleſh. Therefore it is onely 
our willingneſs to yield , that makes-us 
calie to be overcome : ' and he that-thinks 
otherwiſe, diſhonours the Grace of God, 
diſcourages vigorous Endeavours after 
that Perfeftion which is the mark we ſhould 
all aim -at, puts the Conſcience on the 
Rack, or, as the Prophets phraſe is , ſtays 
long in the place of breaking forth of Chil- 
dren, enjoying no eaſe and content in his 
mind, and prevents himſelf of the higheſt 
Joy in the hope of Eternal Life : Beftdes, 
he is an offence to his Brethren, tempts. 
them to forſake , if not abhor Gods Altar, 
and prove Separatifts from the beſt Church 
in the world, and negle& their attendance 
on the moſt ſolemn and cdifying Form of 
Divine Service 3 and many more milſchiefs 
which are conſequent - unto an (indulging 
themſelves in that unmanly vice 1 here 
treat of, Wherefore I carnelily beſeech 
all Readers to break off all evil Cuſtoms of 
this kind, and to endcavour a perfe& 
D 2 Temp 
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Temperance and Sobriety. | have been _ 
long. on this Hcad', becauſe I think it of 
greateſt weight 3 I (hall be brick on the 
relk, 

3. Being prepared as before, he mutt 
endeavour #0 carry a ſober Gravity in his 
Corntenance , as becoming, his ſenſe of ap- 
proaching the Divine Preſence, inthe moſt 
folemn Exerciſes of holy Worſhip; And 
allo the knowledge of this Office, that he 
is Gods Embaſſador to his people, and 
their Spokeſman toGod, (for fo is every 
Reader rightly Ordained , as well -as the 
Preacher, and in reading the Scripture as 
a Minifter of the Church, he ſpeaks from 
God with the greateſt Authority )he ſhould 
therefore ſuppreſs in himſelf all timerou{- 
nels and bafhfulveſs , and carry a decent 
Majelty and gravity in his Deportment 
and Countenance, | ' 

4. He muft make thoſe ends to which 
the ſeveral parts of this'Service are dcelign- 
cd, to be bis own : He muſt endeavour by 
reading:the Sextences of Scripture, and the - 
folemn Preface at the beginning, , to com- 
poſe the minds of the people to great ſe- 
rioufneſs and true penitence. By reading 
the Abſolution, to conhrm their hopes of 
Mercy and Pardon (but without preſum- 

ption.) 
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tion.) By reading the Prayers, and 
roptaringalloarts, of Praiſe and Thank(- 
giving, and the Reſponſes and mutual 
provecations to Devotion, &c, he mult 
earneſtly intend not onely the cxprethon 
of his own holy affeqions, but to excite 
the like in others. There is a vaſt diffe- 
rence between the bare reading the Pray- 
ers, and this. manner of ſpeaking to God 
and man .thereby, making the words as if 
they were our own. 

5. He muſt endeavour, by ackar Voice, 
and diſtin Pronuntiation , to make him- 
ſelf wy 5 yo _ pb _— 
Speech to make it caſte tor the people to 
follow him , eſpecially in thoſe parts of 
Worlhip wherein they are to joyn their 
Voices: But yet not ſo ſlow neither, that 
many ſhould run before him in repeating 
the Prayers and the Belief, as people arc apt 
to doz Which {cetns to me a very inde- 
ccnt thing , andan affront to the Miniſte- 
rial Office, which is always to lead in the 
publick Duties of Religion. And in 16 
peating the Pſalms , he (hould make fuch 
obſervation, that his Spcech may bear pro- 
portion with the generality of the Coi- 
grepation 3 © and that there be no pauſe 
between their ending one Verſe and his be- 
D 3. ginning. 
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ginning another, but that he come in 
with them at the laſt word 3 which makes 
this Exerciſe more like Pſalmody , the 
thing for which it is intended; wherein the 
people do'much want to be well inftruc- 
ed, for this would twn their prejudices a- 
gainſt this manner of reading the Pſalms 
into a great Devotion , and make them 
have a great dclight therein, as a thing 
which hath molt of. Heaven of any thing 
that is done here on Earth. 

6, In the reading the Solemn Prayers,he 
muſt put on the. greateſt gravity , and out- 
ward expreſſion of. humbleſt Reverence 
and Devotion 3 'this | being one principal 
part of Divine Worſhip, wherein we ap- 
ply our ſelves moſt immediately to God 


\' © hiimſelf, and make the neareſt approaches 


unto his Throne of Grace. And he mutt 
labour to excite the ſame expreſſions of 
Devotion in the People , (as by his own 
Example, ſo) by the affectionate pronun- 
ciation of theſe words appointed thereun- 
to, Let us P2ap $ than which nothing 
can be better ordered , to diſtinguiſh be- ' 
tween the Solemn Prayers we offer up- to 
God , and thoſe we make in the way of. 
Pſalmody. | 

Eſpecially in the repetition of the Lords 
Prayer, - 


62 4 Wes 
Prayer, I earneſtly recommend the moſt de- 
vout Reverence and Fervour. We' cans 
not but-know , that as God hath greateſt 
regard to that, as the compoſure of his 
dear and onely Son , (his cternal wiſdom 
appearing in our ficſh) and the Catbolick, 
Church, guided by the Divine Spirit, hath 
ever had it in great veneration, as the in- 
ſtruction of her Lord and Saviour in the 
molt principal part of her duty , and de- 
claration of her- Catholick, Unity 2 So every 
Miniſter of God and his Church ſhould 
ſhew his great eſteem thereof, by the moſi 
ſolemn and devout manner of repeating 
the ſame. Beſides, in honour of the Au- 
thor, and for the excellency of the matter, 
and' the comprehenſiveneſs. of the words 
(as wellas in conformity to God and his 
Church) this is required at their hands, 
And I infiſt particularly on this, becauſe 1 
have obſerved, that many Readers having 
this Prayer more pertcCtly by heartthan 
any of the reſt, they ramble it over-with a 
greater haſt, and have lcfs care to expreſs 
that Devotion which becomes this Solemn 
Exerciſe, in reading that than any other 3 
the amendment whereof I humbly deſire 


of them, : : 
D 4 And | 
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And becauſe I have a great deſire that 
this may be amended”, 1 ſhall here adde 
ſomewhat to what was aid before. 1 
have obſerved {o great a pronencſs in all, 
even the moſt Grave and Devout, to ſay 
this Prayer faſter than is mcet , and with- 
out due Expreſſions of their ſenſe of the 
Majefty of God, who is in Hcaven.though / 
our Father in Chriſt Jcſus, and of the 
great concern of thoſe things molt brict- 
ly exprefled therein 3 that | have in my | 
thoughts inquired a little into the cauſe ., 
thereof, which ſeems to me to be this:That 
this Prayer being the firſt thing that we 
' teach Children in the Exerciſe of Reli- 
gion, | there is not that care taken to 
make them fav it diftir.Aly and reverently 
as it ought, bat they are luffered to do 
it with ſuch Rambling halt , and without 
any regard of what they arc about , that 
it begets an ill. habit by long caltom, which 
is ſo ftrong, that all the powers of Reaſon 
can ſcarce overcome it 3 for elſe it were 
| Impoſſible but that thoſe men who are 
exceeding grave and intent in the Prayer 
they make themſelves , ſhould ramble at 
ſuch a rate when they come to conclude 
with that our Lord and Maſter hath made 
for them; and in all Offices of our Church, 
(who 
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(who would have none to want'that which 
is the Sum and Subſtance of all our Pray- 
ers) this ſhould have lefs of Gravity and 
Devotion in the repetition than any of 
the rett, I cannot but impute this to an 
111 habit that almoſt all men get in their 
Childhood , in this matter of ſaying the 
Lords Prayer 3 and upon account hereof, 
I make it my carneſt Requeſt to Parents, 
and eſpecially thoſe of the Female-Sex, 
(who have uſually the charge of hearing 
their Children fay their Prayers) that thcy 
will teach them, and often call upon them. - 
to ſay dclibcrately and diftin&tly what they 
ſpeak in this holy Office, but c{pecially 
the Lows ÞP2ayer 3 the want of this 
care, cauſeth molt men, yea, Miniſters, to 
have ſo ill a delivery, that it is very pre- 
judicial to themſelves and others, and a 
diſhonour to the holy Offices they pertorm, . 
and hindrance to Edification, efpecially in. - 
Miniſters. And *tis this that would ſea- 
{on their tender years with a fenſe of God 
and Religion, which would-never goout. 
Some Veſlets never looſe the favour of: 
that which firſt of all is put intothern ,.. 
eſpecially if it ſtand long 3 and it Chil- 
dren were firſt taught a right manner of; 
performing their Devotions, and kept con- 
: D 5 ſtantly-; 
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ſtantly-to it , while under the tuition of: 


their Mother , they would retain the ef- 
feds of it through their whole lives. And 


we {ce by ſad experience, the negle& of 
this not onely is cauſe of. the habitual 


defect fore-mentioned,but betrays them to 
{ome ill Habits that. make them a grief to 
their Parcnts all their days.. And I have 


hope , if. Mothers were but conſcious of 


their duty herein, it would make them 


more wary.of giving, way.to theſe frothy. - 


or froward humours, and.that inordinate 
concern for little things, which indiſpoſe 


| them for the ſame , and more willing to: 


' put on- the ornaments: of. the. inward 
man of the heart,which inables them there- 


unto , by giving them that reverence and 
reſpe& with - their. Children without: 


which it can never be effected. 
I hint this, 1. becauſe' (as-the welfare 


of Mankind depends very much on the. 
good Education of Children , ſo) . their: 


good Education. will be moſt cffeually 
begun in the well performance of this du- 


ty;tor in- teaching them to ſay. the L02DS. 
ÞPzaver devouily, they will have occali- | 
on to difcquiſe to them of the glory and: 
preſence of God , of the awe and reve- 


rence. we mult have for. him 3 'of his al 
diſpo= 
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diſpoſing Providence, and our dependance 
on him, &. which are the Principles of all: 
goodneſs, and alſo of the great indear-= 
ments of - our Bleſſed Saviour, and of the 
excellency of | his perſon who taught this 
Prayer 3 whereby they will be difpoſed'to 
true Chiſtianity. And this foundation be 
ing laid,it will be calic to build ther up-ir 
all Vertucs. 

2; Becauſe I believe, that as Formality 
hath for the moit part its beginning from 
the ll ſaying this Prayer, ſo it is molt like 
to have its ending by our learning-tofſay 
It aright 3 and he that can be devout as 
he ought in this , will be able to pertormy 
all acts of Devotion as becomes him. *Tis 
the epinion of wiſe men, that Chriſt and 
his Church hath therefore thought better: 
to teach us to pray'; by preſcribing us 
Forms, than by giving us a Directory 
for the matter rot Prayer , and leaving 
the compoſure to ourſelves, becauſe no-la- 
borious Exerciſe of the Memory or in- 
vention ſhnuld- hinder the* free and vigos - 
rous Exerciſe of Devotion; and that thefe 
Forins are uſually brief, (except thoſe for 
Faſts, which for a peculiar reaſon are lon- 


_ ger) leſt that vigilant and erect attention 


of mind, which in-Prayer is very neceſſary; 


(hould 
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Gould be waſted or dullcd through conti- 
nuance,if the Prayers were few and long,as 
Mr, Hooker hath it out of St. Azguftine. Now 
when men pervert theſe ends, and becauſe 
they are not neceſIifated to be intent, by be- 
ing put to'ſtudy their Prayers juſt when 
they make them, or to remember what 
they ſtudyed before, therefore they will 
take no care to be intent at all, but ſay 
their Prayers as a hircling doth his work, 


as faſt as they can, that they may be at lci-- 


{ure for that\which they take more plea- 
fare in. And becauſe they have theſe 
brick Prayers very perfect , their Devoti- 
on is the more imiperfcct; this is a very 
unworthy rcquital of the care of Chritt 
and his Church : and how juſtly may 
{ach pcrſons be given up to ſuch Errors as 
have drawn many. into Fanaticiſm? as, 


That Forms of Prayer are the bane of De- 


votion: The Los J22aver is no Form:. 
The way of Extempore Prayer is the one-- 
ly acceptable Service of God : And to pray. 


by the Liturgy, Gr other Forms, is unlaw- 
fal 3 and f{uch like. 

Let me therefore once-more intreat the 
care of Parents in this matter, that they 
will, firſt by their own Example, in ſay- 


ing this Praycr moſt diftintly,gravely,and: 


de- 


—— m—_ 
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devoutly, atnd in the moſt reverent poſture 
in their Family-Worſhip, and then by in+ 
trucion (uitable to the Capacities of their 
Children, and by the exerciſe of Paren- 
tal Authority, bring them once to a good 
performance in ſaying this Divine Prayer 
by themſelves, (which might be cafaly 
done if men had a rnind to it) and then: 
bring them to Church with them , and 
make them joyn with the Congregation 
in that Prayer, firlt, in a devout potture , 
and with a diſtin& and audible voice, (and: * 
this they. can be taught very young) and 
this will beget a deſtre in them to joyn- 
in the reſt, a diligence in learning to read, 
and a'good pronunciation in all things : 
and their concern to make their Children 
devout, would prevent another(that in the 


' Church (ces very indecent; and I men- 


tion it at the rcqueſt of: one much offen- 
ded thereby) which is,a concern that their 
Childrens Hoods and Cloaths,fit in the beſt 
manner 3 and be kept clean ; which makes. 
them more bulic about theſe things in the 
face of the Congregation , than about 
their Praycrs : which I hope will ſeem to- 


_ themſelves fo unfit when they conſider it,. 


that a word will perſwade them to reform. 
it, But to return to my purpolc. 
7ly. He. 
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7ly. He that reads, ſhould not onely - 
obſerve to do it in ſuch poſtures as the 
Church © hath . ordered; as fianding or 
kneeling, in the parts of Worſhip proper 
tocach 3+ but al with ſpch natural aCti- 
ons, as lifting up the Eyes-or Wands, &e. 
which the Church hath not ordered .,- be- 
cauſe-they are ſo obvious to the reaſon of 
all Mankind , as meet expreſſions of the 
inward Devotion of our minds ; and-ſuch 
as aredue to God by the very Law of Na- 
ture : and'they are indeed ſo natural, that 
it is ſcarce poſhble.for a man truly devour; 
to forbear the uſe 'of- them. And it fees 
to me a thing wonderful, how Satan hath 
blinded the "minds of men: profeſſhing the. 
beſt Religion in the world, that they do 
not more plainly perceive the decency of 
fuch acts of Devotion, nor more generally 
praQiſe them. 

81y.. He ought alſs-to -make ſuch fie 
Pauſes where the people are to change 
their - poſture from- kneeling to ſtanding, 
that they may- have time to riſe up., and 
compole themſelves for the a&ts of Adora- 
tion , eſpecially betore. the repeating. the 
werds of Glory wherewith we begin the 
Office of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 

9ly. He ought allo to give to cach _ 

® 
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of the Service the proper accent or meas» 
ſure of Voice belonging. to the ſame-: For 
it is not {cemly that all ſhould be read in 
one Tone 3 but thoſe parts that are for In- 
ſtrufion , whercin he ſpeaks to the people, 
ſhould have one manner of. reading 3 the 
Prayers, wherein he alone ſpeaks for them, 
another 3 . and.thoſe Pſalms -and: Prayers, 
wherein they. ſpeak with. him by turns , 
another. He that hath no underſtanding . 
of this, nor- doth obſerve it as it ought to 
be, can never.read well. 
10/y..Itis-alfo fit to give. an Emphaſis 
to ſome words in Reading , for the better 
expreſſion of the devout affeQions which 
they may be ſuppoſed to excite. But 
ſome Readers have accuſtomed them(clves 
to a kind of devout Tone which puts an 
Emphaſis on Words where.none is requi- 
xed 3 which plainly (ſhews an affeAation of 
Devotion where. none is: Whereas no- | 
thing ſh-ws well in the Miniſtries of Res 
ligion, but that which appears to. be nas 
tural, and the. true cffect_ of a devout 
Mind, directed by ſober Judgment. . But 
this, of all other, 1s molt indecent in the 
repetition of the Pſalms and all Alternate 
readings, becauſe the peoplecan obſerve 
no Concord in this, as they may when it. 
is- 
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is read with an even Voice, and without 
ſuch long Pauſes as ſuch kind of Tones arc 
uſually accompanied withal. 

1 ify. And it is very convenient ,that in 
Reading thoſe things that the people are 
leaſt perfet in, the Reader ſhould take 

moſt care to ſpeak diſtinaly and audibly ; 
which 1 have often obſerved they do not : 
The reaſon ſeems to be , becanle the care 
of reading right , what they arc leaft uſed 
unto,takes off from the regard they ſhould 
have to rcad fo that all may hear. The {|} 
things I mean, arc the Coleff5 which are | 
proper to ſeveral days , the Prayers to be 
uſed on ſeveral occaſions , and the Chap- 
ters that are read out of the Apocrypha, 
Kc. 

12, Though it be a great advantage to 
this devozet manner of Reading., to be fo 
perfe&t, that he need not have a continu | 
al cye on his Book; yet until he be fo, 
the Reader is not to venture on his memo- 
Ty alone: becauſe miſtakes are very m- 
decent, and difſcompoſe the Auditory. 

. 13. He ovghtalſo to make carctul pro- 
viſion that all things be ready look'd out . 
beforchand, that there be no cluttering of 
leaves in the mid of the Service. - 

And here I ſhall humbly offer to the 


CON- 


[29] - 

conſideration of the Governours of 
Choires in Cathedral Churches.the Refor- 
mation of a great Diſorder , that I 4up- 
poſe proceeds from the negle& of ſome- 
thing of this kind. I have obſerved my 
{clf, and hcard many complain, (ſome out 
ot -Devotion , others inReproach of our 
Service) that the Singing-boys are ſo rude 
and indecent in their Behaviour , that it 
makcs that Service {eem- more like a car- 
nal Divertiſement, than the folemn Wor- 
ſhip of Almighty God ; The occaſion 
whereof ſeems to me , to be the neglect 
of due care, that all cheSinging-men and 
Boys know beforc-hand what is to beſung, - 
and have it, every one, turned down Tea» - 
dy in their Books: for the chick occafion 
of their talking to the Singing-men, and 
among, themſelves , is about this matter 3 
and their being {o uſed to talk in the midſt 
of the Prayers, begets a profane Spirit in 
them, and is ſuch an excuſe for them, that 
they are ready to talk and laugh together, 
on other accounts, in the very face of the 
Biſhops and the Maſters of the Church : 
which hath given great offence to many 3 
and, I believe, the {uffering this hath been: 
one great cauſe of the contempt of that 
Service among the common people, _—_ 

makes 
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makcs the Reformation thereof the more 
needful. I was lately told of an Order in 
ſome Lutheran Churches , whoſe Service 
conlifts chiefly in Singing the Pſalms of 


David to the fraiſ2 and glory of God; 
& Songs of love and honour to our bleſſed . 


Saviour , compoled by excellent perſons 
among themſelves, they have twice a day 
Afﬀemblies for this Service ; and that all 
may know what is to be (ung, there is a 
Fable hung up at the entrance of 'the 
Church, where it- is written down what 
Pſalms and Songs: are appointed for the 
day 3 and: the people Cining early to 
Church) go firſt to'this place, and take 
notice what they are to ſing; and"look it 
out ready before the Service begins. Such 
an Order in our Choires would prevent 
the indecency fore-mentioned , as alſo the 
Boys running up and down with Books to 
tell what Anthem is ſung 3 which is alſo 
very indecent. 

Neither is. the care of cleanneſs and 
neatneſs both of. Body and Garments to 
be neglected. The reaſon of the Judici- 
at Laws for the Waſhings and- curious 
Garments of the Prieſts, which was for the 
beauty and glory of the Worſhip they were 
to perform , ' ſeems to me to infer ers 

much 


, —— 
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much at leaſt, That thoſe who adminiſter 
holy things, ſhould avoid all offenſive na- 
liineſs nd flovinglineſs, and appear before 
God: and the Congregation as becomes 
the Miniſters of the moſt holy God , and 
of the Church , which Chriſt defignes to 
be without ſpot or wrinkle : + and eſpecially 
in adminiſtring thoſe things which are 
more ſacred ml glorious. 

The obſervation of the great proneneſs . 
of poor Readers to negleRt this, hath per- 
{waded me of the convenient inſtitution 
of the Srrplice, to teach them cleanlineſs, 
and cover their. defeQts therein; which 
bo will not prevail with "many to keep 

emſelyes clean, nor:Thatineither/ 7 


Thus have T hinted'ſuch things asſem 
to make for the Solemnity and Efficacy 
of Divine Servicez-* and the contra 
whereunto, I have either obſerved my felt, 
or heard others complain to be indecent : 
which I humbly offer to the conſideration 
ot thoſe that are to read Publick Prayers. 
And I hope they will be moved the more 
to the exerciſe of their conſideration in 
this matter, when they ſce the people do 


take notice what is decent and what-cinde- . 


cent in their performance.z and concern 
them- 


[32] | 
themſelves as much to have the Prayers 
well read , as to have excellent Sermons 
Preached. And - upon ſuch conſideration, 
they will find far better Rules to direct 
themſelves, than any my Pen can offer. 

And 1 might ufe ſome Arguments to 
perſwade- all Readers to attend unto ſuch 
molt (erious confideration of this advice 
but I ſhall mention. onely this for a Con- 
clakon ; That every one of them did de- 
clare (at their Ordination) their belief 
that they were inwardly moved by the Holy 


Ghoſt to take #1 them this Office and Mini- |, 


ftry to. ſerve- God, for the promoting bis Glo» 
ry, and edifying bis People. Which it they 


truly were , the ſame Spiric will certainly 
incline them to fuch conſideration as is 
neceſſary to the well performance of their 
Office to thoſe great ends to which it is 
defigned 3 and this is all I aim atin this 
Paper. ' 
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' Advice to the P EOPLE. 


E that will perform this Service as he 
'F onght, muſt be duely prepar'd for 
the farve. Now thefe Preparations are 
either Moral or Natural; © The Moral are, 
' 1, That we rightly underftand, and well 
| conhider; that we compoſe cur Minds to 
f fuch a frame as becomes the Worſhip and 
1 Service of the molt high God, and his 
; Son Jeſas Chriſt 3 and fo that we may 
4 perform it as in the Fellowſhip and Come 
; munton of the Holy Ghoſt. "He that 
* thinks of nothing elfe at his going to 
. Church, but of hearing ſome celebrated 
Miniſter, one that hath a rare Gift of Pray- _ 
er, or excellent Method in Preaching, where 
; he (hall have his Mind ſtir'd' up to gaod 
* Thoughts, or his Fancy pleaſed with curxi- 
1 ous Notions, his Doubts reſolved in hard 
' |. points of Divinity, and himſelf afiſted 
1 to defend his Opinions and Party againfi 
| their opponents, and fuch-like things : I 
fay , he that hath onely ſach thoughts: at 
} his going to Church , will never concern 
| himfelf to be ſo ferious and compoſed, 


and 


IC 
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and to put on ſuch a heavenly frame of Þ} 


mind, as he that thinks be is going to do the * 
work, of Angels, to adore and worſhip that * 
Eternal Being that is enthron'4 in the Hea- © 
vens, and that Lamb of God who hath taken 
away the fins of 'the world, who u 'in the 
midft of that Thorne to celebrate their Prai- 
ſes to-makg our common Supplications to God 
through bis Son : And to witneſs our. ſub- 
jedion to the Laws delivered by immediate - 
inſpiration of his bleſſed Spirit , and to ai _ 


__ [nd exerciſe the Graces thereof in boly Com- 


wunion, GC. 

;- And as this is evident from the nature 
of the thing, ſo is it apparent in the e&f- - 
fe&ts among, men. For while theſe of the 


latter ſort have always been concerned to | 


| approach the Houſe of God with great re- 
verence, and at their coming thereinto to 
be uncovered, and to bow down and wor- 
ſhip, and. to fall on their knees at their 
coming, to the place of their ſtation, to 
implore God's gratious afſiltance in the 
performance of this ſolemn and ſacred 
Service 3 they of the former ſort cry out 
of theſe things, that they are Idolatry, 
Will-worſhip, and Superſtition, &c. And. 
though not one of a thouſand of them * 
know the original import of thoſe words, - 
nor 


' 

) 
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nor ſcarce what themſelves mean by them 3 


- yet are they extream conhdent in their 


own way of lightneſs and irreverence. 
in approaching, to Sacred Othces , (efpes: 
cially in Publick , where it is moſt inde- 
cent) and in reproaching us for what we 
think to be our duty 3 the reaſon where- 
of, 'tis evident to me, is this 3 That they 
ſee no neceſſity of ſuch preparation for 
attendance on the Publick Worſhip , be- 
cauſe in their Way,they find themſelves as 
apt to be affected, by the Paſhons and Rhe- 
torick , by the Voyce and Action of the- 
Preacher , without ſuch preparation , 'as 
with it 3 and think it {ſufficient to lift 


| | up their Hearts to God when ſo affected, 


but without any outward exprefſions of 


\ Reverence and Adoration, and that this is 


the Worthip God requires:and then indeed 
there were no great need of ſuch a care to 
compoſe our minds tor his Service. There- 
fore they think it needleſs that we do the- 
fore-mentioned actions in our Way to 
that purpoſe,and for that ' reaſon Joad- the 
{ame with ſuch opprobrious names as be- 
tore-mentioned. . - I confeſs I cannot but 


wonder (though I know ſome will be ve- 


ry avgry with me for it) at the little'Ex- 
ccptions that are made againſt theſe things, 
| which 
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which ſeem ſo very neceffary and decent © | 
and | hope, that (notwithſtanding their 
great confidence) our oppolites herein, on _ 
{erious thoughts, may come to have a bet- 
tex opinion thereof. | 
I intend no Diſputation ( for I pretend 
not to Learning)nor doth the thing require 
it : Fox every thing that is tit to be done, 
is not fit to be diſputed 3 becauſe that 
would {uppoſe- a difficulty where there is 
none. But I ſhall propound a few things 
to be conlidered , to- bring men to right 
thoughts in this matter. | 
I. That the belief of the inviſible xni- |. 


verſal preſence of the moſt glorious and 


onely- adorable Being, who hath made and 
- doth govern all things, is one chief Foun- 
dation of all Religion. 
2, That the belick of the ſpecial pre- 
* ſence of his Glory and Grace, where the 
Offices of his ſolemn publick Worſhip is - 
adminiſtred,is the chief reaſon of the mcet- 
ing in Religious Aﬀemblics for the pertor- 
mance of the ſame. | 
_ 3» That che moſt exprels and intelligi- 
ble acknowledgment of our preſent belicf 
and ſenſe of this his glorious and gracious 
Prefence , is required of all the members 


of ſuch Aſſemblies, both by: the nature of Þ.. 


the 
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the thing , ; and by Divine Revelation 

4. That nncopening. the Head , bowin 
the Body, and. falling, d own 61) Our Kne 
doth plainly ſignitic ſuch acknowIedgneiit, 
and that to the moſt dult and unlearned of 
Mankind z efpecially if they do-but know 
that we meet together to worſhip God, as 
I Leg yi. ” 0 

5. That becatiſe'it'may yot be poſſible 
for ther to'miftake” the ot b of ' that 
aQion , which is the chief caule of* of- 


fence, our Cuſtom is, when we bow down 


and worlhip , to do it, towards the place 
where the Holy Table is. Now every 
man that will but enter into any Oe] 
ration of this matter, mult necefarily 

ceive , that if that ation be done at all 
in the place of publick Worlhip,it cannot 
be fitly done any other way. For Quires, 
where it is moſt cuſtomary,(cſpecially thoſe 
1 have ſcen) have one entrance at the end 


, againſt 'the Communion-Table , and two 


others on the ſidcs,over againſt each other. - 
ow if 3 man at his'erittance at the! f6r- 
mer , ſhould think it better to face quite 


| about,and bow towatds the Door he'came 


in at , than't6 bow right forward toward 


the Table, I believe he'wonld make him-" 
x {elf ridiculous toall the proptey and fait 


E would 
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would be, if he prefer bow ing towards the 
pools. ſitting:ou cither. fide, .. 


their; 11 BY Dooxs 
31 » ſhould chuſe. to-bow.Drait 


ih 
| Ms hg rag rathep than to turn towards 


the royivog ». can; any think. it. wauld-look 
ſo like ar a&t of Divine Worlhip , as Jike 
their paſſing a COOLIjent on. LS] Or 


vg Tug if it ſhay She oy 6 
oo greater 6 
py xe A to wal a ny,:than of Ree 


ligious, Worſhip. And ſomething, of. Vke 


] 
nature- Non be found. in bowing any | 


way but, that in;uſe.3-and that, however 
the entrance info.,, or. {cituation at. the 


Quires be. So. that the. onely matt: r5 to. 


be diſputed axe, whether it he lawful and 
fit, when we hrſt come into the place pur- 
poſely appointed, and preſently to be uſed 
for the moi ſolemn Execigiſes of. Divine 


Worſhip, for us then and. there: to. joe 


' acknowledgment that we are Eon Bn 
axe come to appear ip the ſpecial preſence 
of . God, and thac,to give him the utmolt 


Woxlhip and honour we are able , and to 


do this. T humbly bowing our (elves be- 
tare him 3 whether not. beſt. that all do.ic 


me-way , and, that way where there is 


fomething | uy the very place that may help 


in, if 
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Deyotion of -others,- to the honour of AF - 
we, &4;'- "And F ſhall add'this ; 'that 
45'tHey*pqto MeChureh,! it will be very | 
profittBle to think of fich” fentences - df 
Scriptures theſe”: ' Oh bow dreadful is this 
Place ! ' this i. no other but the bouſt of God, 
this js the gate of Heaven. Lord, T have lo- 
ved the "bdbitution' of thy bonſe 7 vhs Place 
*rwhere thitte bonwir dwellet b. | 0h: bow 'amid- 
'ble att thy Tdbirnadtes,0 Lord of 'bifts T thy 
Sou] bath a defire and longing to enter into 
the Conrts of he Lord, my beatt and my 
fleſh thifteth for the lining God. I will yo 
tento thy boilfe @n the nultnde of thy mer- 
cies, in4 fear will -I-wirfhip - "And thy 
holy Temple. -'Bleſſed are they that dwell in 
tby houſe, hy ſhall be always praifing thee, 
My Soul ſhall be ſatisfyed as with marrow 
and fatneſs ; whilſt "my mouth praiſcth thee 
© with joyfoll lips,” - One day in ty Comes is 


| 'Þetter than a thouſand:T bid rather be @ Hoo | 


keeper In the houſe of God ; than to dwell-ln 
the tents of wickednef?.' Such Meditations 
"will diſpoſe us 'to that reverence and holy 
2J6y in God j"a&Ks'meet-to accompany ' vis 
"in'<he x ce of this Service;” T7 

- And this Loy Oe a oh the beſt'df 
Pibuctiers:; is\Ecclefiaſt. Ch 16 L, 
bd thy food when Vow gorſt fot 


4 2 # 3 £ F »&. * @&.. *. 3. Donn 


kh aw . 
we 
- 


Bag 


+ 
God,z and- be mire. e-ready to berbing offer 
the Sacrifice of fooſ re: Which place {l,, the; 
rather mentiony« becauſe , I chave;beard. ic, 
perverted to'a-.contrary ſence, i-againſt this 
very thing 3 as iFznen ought haſtily to run 
into the Church, - and immediately. fix. 
themfelves to attend to the-Prayer. or. Ser» 
mon z- -and if - we fall, on. ous Knees. 60, 
worlhip,and beg Gods gracious acceptance; 
of our. Service, ' and aftiſtance ta.perfgrm, 
it as we ought, this is but the Sacrijice of; 
Fools. crein briefly 1 obſerve thels 
miſtakes. 
.. Ts That the onely or chief part of Gods 
Worſhip'jin Solomon's time, : was' Hearing 
of Sermons \ - when indeed we OY ed 
any notice in Scripture that in the Temple 
there 'was any Sermons at all. 

2. That this Cuſtom which they. con- 
demn, was as ancient as the, time-of Soloy 
mon (which it may be they would grant a 


| miſtake, as being too much for its credir, 


if the whole ſtrength of their Plea from 
the Text conſified not thereins) . 

3. That this.-was the onely- or- chick 
thing to which the name of [Sacrifice was. 
then appropriate : which I dare ſay they 
-* not believe, (if- ever it wereat allcalled 

{o.) 
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For we know there were fuch things as 
arc.in the mſt primitive and proper ſence, 
Sacrifiges, and 'that of Gods-own appoint- 
ment,which yet by Ml arcumſtances might - 
be made the Snerifices of Foplr, Af any of: 
thele be a pcm; = ] believe they all-are, 
no proof of any ill in this Cuftom caw- 
xſalt from-this Scripture. 

- But it is not more certain. that an alt 
humour in the Eye gives its-own tinQure 
to all-ObjeRts preſented to it, than it is, 
thatfaſeopiriions boing once fixed mithe 
mind make men think all Scriptures ſound 
the praiſe of their own Way , andrhe re-. 
preach of others. But it 1 might-give. 
the infirution which this Scripture af- 
fords”, it ſhould be this :- That as the 
Jews 'of od were not to think it | 
that they went to the Temple , and: did- 
their. Sacrifices as was required-; as to the - 
matter of them 3 but enght ditipently to 

. *Krend radue preparation and- the right - 
manner of performance, without which. 

| they would be accounted- in. the light of 
God but the, Sacrifice of F — 


 Ntive Law; Theſe the Natural apd a Pi 
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Batk no pleaſure : So Chriſtians now ovght 
to taks the ſame care, left their Night an 
irreverent approath to the houſe of Ood, 
or any indecencies or  dif6rdtrs 'in what 
they do there , may render theEyvanpelis 
cal Sacrifices unpleaſant unto God. Theſe 
Sacrifices are thoſe of 'our ſelves, and c&> 
pecially-of our Bodies : for by words and 
ations we do the fame thing that was 
done , by - the legal 'Sacrifices 3” I mean in 


_ this reſpe&, that they were Ordinances of 


Divine Worſhip : Ba the _— ro .. 
HIS 3 - They were Types and Figures for 

time then preſtht , dp the place where 
they were offered) und ordained by a po» 


, 
: 


wor(bip,founded in the unchangeable rules 
ofReaton and therefore calledoug Rraſone> 
ble Service :_ this Sgrvice we -pertorm when 
our Bodics are inployed in' the farernen- 
tivned as of Adoration, Prayer, Praife, 
and. other parts of outward Worthip: © Bit 
it-is not theſe bodily Exerciſes ard Exter- 
nal appearances,being alone; that tan'pro» 
fit us, (however they may in omy el F 
honour God;, and 2difie men) becanſe* the 
good they do is by accident'; and notot 

clign,as to-our [elves 3 and'therefore'can 
-NO more profit us to our acceptance with 
E 4 - God, 
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God, or increaſe my Picty, than what was 
Ts called the Sacrifices of Fools did them. 

nd. they are both fooliſh Sacrifices, becauſe 

not done from a right principle,. nor to. 4 
right end, in which true wiſdom conſiſts, 
much- more. than in the beſt manner of 
performance , if it be but in Maſquerade, 
and for ill or mean purpoſes, but they are 
more. fooliſh if wndzely done,in a Night and 
irreverent manner z which they will be 
very {ubje& to do, that are not ſo diſpoſed 
as before. - Therefore we ought-diligently 
to attend. tothe preparing our ſelves, both 
by general Converſion, & Pious Reſolutions 
betore-hand, and. by putting on ſuch holy 

ions at the preſent time, as may ani- 

mate our Devotions, and dire them to a 
right end ; alſo continuing our care all the 
time of Divine Service, that we be not di- 
verted, nor diſcompoſed either * by our in- 
ward thoughts or outward objeRs.but that 
the performance be according to our Pre- 
parations. And. this is the thing to which I 
admoniſh , as our moral preparation for . 
- this. Service, And I muſt adde one thing 
omitted before, that is very helpful to ſuch _ 
- compoſure for this "Service, which is, 
That all perſons do endeavour fo be at 
Church before the Prayers begin, that they 

may 
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may. mote: ſedatdy: appiwath. thecDivihe? 
Preſence,and wr Wa the rever&iceduc'ts? 
him , and (without anydifturbanceto! 
themſelves. or-- the Congrtgatidh)- take: 
their phace in: the Clitixch 5 and e: 
them(ſclves as:before.- - - Certaitlgy abr" {8 "Y 
great- advantageto' a per 

do this :' for when wEcomeſuddenlyand! 
haſtily from our worldly bufineſſes to'Sa- 
cred Offices ," it 'is hard to compoſe 'our 
{elves as-we ought, to'do themwell; bur 
being at Chure before-hand', ivhite rwe 
#6 retired from the World, -anid/axc.hek 
ped by the Magoificence "and - Beauty-of 
the place, - and ' our- cuſtom'of 'worſhip= 
ping God there, to'think-of- his glorious 
Prefence, and: fix'our Minds''obn. him'by 
ferions. Meditations! 'bf-/ his Arttiburds] 
Works, or Word ,&%i-1ay;thisk's migh- 
ty help to a right performance 3 then!we 
may with more freedom make our Prayer 
to God for his' 'gratious- acceptance and 
afſiltanee : and thoſe' whe are: offended 
when we do it-in- mielt of-the'Servicez 
can find-no: fault with vus3-/an#'wg: thall 
prevent, as much asmay be;yrhe diſturbirgg 
the Congregation by clattering/ of © Pews, 
& by itordering others to get'to-qur' plas 
ces; 0 calling the Sexton from ſerving God 


E 5 to, 
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towalt ov us, Aldandeed,l have thought . 


that ſoxr, of men very unhappy in this... 
that bey can bave Tigtle time and compo-. | 
fark co ngene, this Holy (flce % 


cannar come carly,: lzom coming at :all x. 
K.is better $0. come but to the Blefling, | 
than holly to forbeas :.; God, acsepts the; . 
willforche deed; when weican dono mores, . 
and & he:doth a part for the whole ; and. . 
by declaripg our willingneſs to do- what; 
Wecan , we-keep up @ reverence for the. 
Prayers, —_—— with -., 
the: .xefi of the OI in all the. 
Blcikings 

There is — Lwouldad-'. 
| vile, as a help to this, which is, that a cer- 
tain time be fixed for the beginning of - 
Prayers, for then every one can the better - 
order his bufineſs,and watch the time that 
be:may-he-rcady 5 , and where it/is ſo, I++ 
know that mer of great.bulineſs may find -# \ 
time to attend daily atthe Prayers, Ihave + 
loine great Examples near me, that 1. 
\ 7 pA La tO name,:. but that with- 


our : 


C4a71- 
out leave Þ dare, not.. A Bell of: 


ſound, and advantageoully y hung 
ſome conliderable time,: wil 2 = 


tal in this ca(c. 
Sccoudly; The nataral Dreparntjon Safe,” 
An ability to read diſtinily-thet whych. 'we 
are 16 read , and to ſay perfetily by beart the 
Jaily Pſalms and Hymns ; that we mayper- 
form our part with the better graces 
'Tis certainly a thing: moſt -evident to 
any that will-conſider it , that. 'what is te + 


be-done inthe fight and-'profence, of Al- - 


mighty God , and eſpecially when jt 1s:to 


be done moſt ad for his Glory - 


and Honour , ſhould be done inthe moſt *' 


excellent manner- that: is poſſible ; and * 


therefore it will -need no. proof to thoſe 
that. believe-what 1. -bzye already'written-: 


on that Subject , that this which | adviſe: 


is a great and moſt concerni ng duty. And 
F the rather infift on it, becante I have ob- 
ſerved many who profeſs: 'to' be great ap- 
provers of the Common' Prayer, and all 
the Orders of ourChurch, yet ſeldom or 
never read their part of the Plalms,or joyn 
in the Repetition of the daily Hymns and 


Reſponſes ; which I impute'to their great 
carcleſneſs in this matter. And many 


that do what is here required, do it alk, 
| [ 
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that it is apparent they want ſome excita- 
tion to their duty hereabout. 

* Iſhall therefore intreat all that are de- 
fecive hercein,to employ their leiſure hours 
to praiſe a more perfet -and punctual 
way of Reading 3 \ which will he a thing 
of credit” and uſe ta them otherwiſe", as 
well as here. © T have ſometimes been pre- 
ſent, when men of good Quality and E+ 
ſtates have taken upon them to read ſome 
Pamphlet'in a Coffee-houſe ; but read at 
ſuch'a pitifal/rate,'that a man coald ſcarce 
make ſence of it, or be ever the wiſer for 
hearing it: which is a reproach to them 
among wiſe men; for whatever the de- 
fes of their Education have been , it 
, might cally have been ſupplied by their 
own diligence; it an'inordinate-love- of 
Company and other 'Divertifements did 
not make them too much to decline profi- 
table Retirements. 

And I ' would intreat all Farents and 
Maſters to conlider the obligation that' is 
upon them -in this reſpe& , to look that 
cheir Children and Servants de the fame. 
We owe not onely our fclves, but all ours, 
to the honour and ſervice of Almighty Þ} 
God : And if Children were taught ,, as | 
they ſhould be, their duty to worſhip and 
praiſe 


| [49] 
praiſe God in the publick Aﬀewblies,"and 
cticouraged” therein by- the' xatiheſe of 
their Elders, 'it would 'bea 
ment to per{wade them to Yarn the moſt 
diſtin& and graceful way of Reading I 
have beer” mich plaaſed rd! 
Tacceſs- of this cate in PRA hol 
are well affeQted to: the Comthon Prayer, 
whoſe- Children read” their part ' of:2thE 
Pſalms - with a "better grace than niany 
'Men. And'when they do attain tos pet- 
ſection hetein, it willbegera great delight 
in hat * heavenly 'Exercife,,” arid'/rfake 
them long to attend the Prayers; and 
this doubtleſs will be a mighty antidote a- 
gainſt Prophaneneſs and Schifm;”aiid irti- 
plarit in our minds that Dodrine T_ 
a holy Life cannot but ſpring. ' 

f 1. That being hows, as befors," we 
ſhould endeavour our ſelves to perform our 
part of this Service in the beſt manner we | 
are able. | 

There are ſome things which 1 have ob- 
ſerved” in- the performance of the People; 
that ſeem- to be very / indecent : 'As brit; 
That they ſpeak 'when they ſhould hear's 
repeating together with'the Miniſter, (and 
often betorc him) the Prefatory Admonition 
wherewith the Miniſter-is to begin _ 

cr= 
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E 3 and alſo the Lh/olation which he”. 


che General Confeſſion 3 the Com- 
meer ay et thing +Wwhich 


E. 
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wen held very improper and 


hath oxdered ſame- things 
the Miniſter , with great-: 
i; 1s The Genera! Confeſſion, - 
we. {blemnize that- Repentance.. 
CET the reconei- 
x. and makes all our Services ac-.. 
Ye 30 God. At there -is this great 
tage.in the conjanQion of all-in chax- 
nd-o> Voice, as well as the Heart, - 
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at cuay make (t ſatisfactory and obliging, - 
-a$ far as the Church can provide - 
the caſe ſatigaction.. - For herein every - 
one doth as it were accuſe , judge, and- 
himſelf before God - and 
whole Congregation, for fins contained/: 
under the -general heads therein mentio- 
ned (the particular inſtances whereof are | 
onely fit to; be repeated in ſecret Confelki- 
on to'God himſelf) and if he do it feri- 
oully, wizhra Devotion ſuitable to the 
Words, it is tOMe a more latigfaQory ; 
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fervent,or to. make he 
ſelves ſo) rn into the enumeration « 


beyond due meaſures , being, asI think : 


left be foowld enter into temptation ; and +be 


hurried into the ſins for which. he {oicon= 


demned himfelf. 


Ln 


The 2& is the Lords Prayer 3, which (be- 


cauſe it teacheth the formation of the-af« - 
fetions and defires of our Souls in'the..- 
moſt excellent order , and to the higheſt-- 


pexfcRtion + that is poſſible , and compre» 
* | hends:-+ 


in the other Way 5 whenxein - ; 


gage £vcry good man. to watch and jay; . 


[52]- 
htnds the cadsof whatever is tobe ſought-' 
at-the hands of God With greateſt brevity 
and plaitmeſ3)is neceffary to betearned of 
all, even from their firft attainment of the 
uſe of : Reafon' and Speech 3, - which the - 
Ohirch 'tarndt better provide' fot , than- 
+ fron always to fay i it after 
' andbeſides ,-1t-tsa decla- 


ration of our Chriſtian unity;and a renun- 
erin and Hb, nr whe as 


we'k ater ho-' 
ons ot pb 'Gu# b1 NR oo x in" 
repel #h yer in or. mott ole” 
pirrais\ NB manner 3- and eyery'one,: 
—— 4 great _ and devotion therein, | 


BH doth moſt fecha edifice his Brethren. 


3d:-'is;,- the Repetition of the | 
PR a thing* fo oftft}to implant'the 
brief: fam * bf Ohri hriſtian-Do&rine in' the 
niemories of all ; and to'feetare our come 
mon joy and exultancie i m the belicf and: 
profeſſion of thoſe traths upon which the 
hopes of our common'Salvation is built, 
as allo toaffiſt the produdtion and growth 
of the bleſfed fruits and effe&ts of our Faith, 
by a daily cherifting the Root z which we 
do by this folemn proſcflion , and the re- 
newed conſideration that we ſhould joyn 
with it : I fay, - a thing; in theſe reſpe&s 
(be- 


0533 
(beſides many. other) that.may be thought 
ſo uſeful,” .thar all robtnen mt Theds 
co 4 the;wiſd Ir of - the Chyrchin 


orderingthe ſame, i I» 
| This is all of that kind in the daily Ser- 
vice , (to which this diſcourſe chiefly rc- 
lates} and in theſe things it is vecy - com- 
mendable to. ſay after the Miviſter z,, but 
now.if thoſe. that are naturally Icquagious, 
finding a delight :in. aying [what . they 
ſhould, remit the Exerciſe -of their cenſi- 
deration ſo far, as £© ſay that they ſhould 
nat 3 - here, is a fault that ought to be a- 
mended;and I am ſure on ſerious thoughts, 
they will. freely incline {o todo, that ove 
our Prayers. For they will cafily-perceive, 
how indecent it is for them to Tay after 
the Miniſter, where he is ſuppoſed to 
ſpeak to them -either by way of Exhortati- 
on, Conſolation, or Admonition, and that 
the People ſhould abſolve the Prieſt, as 
mach as the Pricſt abfolves them 3" this 
hath great abſurdity, and on that conſidc- 
ration will, 1 hope, readily be reformed. 
Tis true, in the Concluſion of the 4b- 
ſolmion, , when the Miniſter ſpeaks to him- 
ſelf as well as. the, People (as the reſult of 
his. declaration of Gods pardoning mercy 
to the penitent) to exhort that we ſhould 


bt» 


and bings may 
pleaſe thee which we do at this preſent , &c.- 
FArd this willſe ply a defect which ſome 
complain of, viz. That there is: in our- 
Service no preparatory Prayer: ) For be- 
ing now preſently to begin the moſt ith- 
mediate a& of Worſhip tm the words of: 
vur blefſed Lord, and to joyn with the. 
Heavenly Hoſt” in Gods Name, 
and'to proceed to. all" rhe reſt ; it is tneet 


boly Spirit af that thoſe 1 


that we ptepare our ſetves with this bum- 
ble dcfize , Yhat God will affiſi rhe fince- 


rity oo , and beftow onus» 
tho grace of his Holy Spirit ; that the per-- 
formance may be well-pleaſing to him,and- 
the elle&profitable to us 3 and alfo ren- 
dring us more pure and holy .in the Te-- 
mainder of -our lives , and fo ſecuring our: 
adrnittance- into his Eternal Joys -at the 
end thereot. P 

2. As the: former cuftorn of ſaying af- 
ter the Miniſter where we ſhould attend: 
and fay nothing , ſeems indecent , fot” 
ſeems z5Smuch, X not more fo, when the 
People Tay before him... whatthey ſhould- 
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(ay after him : and os 
dildeder oh 'the foreamentioned account 


and neither to follow-their hamoars the 
manner of his Prayers (if he were in o- 
cher reſpedts to order them.as he pleaſed) 
or to follow the meaſure 'of - rheir Lrxriond 
(where the words as well as the 4matter is 
preſcribed?) though in both ref; Mini- 
fiers are fain ſometimes to rt from 
theirright. - And-as I-bave known in-for- 
mer times many that uſed the way: of Bas 
ternporary Prayer before their Sermion ; 
onely to hurmonrthe people, whenintheit 
own jadgment they mach > 1-7 ng 
ftavt - ule of ny s pick; ormz - {0 
I know ſome now, whodo read the Pray- 
ers very faſt, und that beyond what the 
ſolemnity of -the matter can bear , 'onely 

(as I charitably-hope) becanke they ſee the . 

people fo ſubjeQ to this diforder of run- - 

ning before chem 3 which they know not - 
how to remedy otherwiſezor becauſe ſorne 
hate to belong at Church. But beſides - 
this , Hrs ave other ih effeRts of this cn- 
from, in relpe& of . our ſelves and others :. 

rt 
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of eos pans much get wy 
hearing the madter fix; ſpakgn -by the Mi- 
nififs, and&-fixing on the lntent contiderati- 
on thextof 3::on'; which account! we ſpeaks 
afterwards with mach greater fervency and. 
affe&ian 3... a5 every. ones experience will 
witneſs, that vill but try the thing, 
( And again, thoſeghet havelſo accuſto- 
med themſelves to {peak before the Mini- 
fien, areata far greater loſs to lay a New 
Prayer , or Penitentjal: Pſalm , (which is 
ſometimes oxdered on: Falts, ec. to be ſaid 
with the Miniſter) : than thoſe who are 
rightly, practiſed in the:other way , which 
makes it cake toſay,:very-decent'y , ſuch 
things after the Miviſtes as we never heard 
before, -For if we attend well unto the 
main of the Sentence which we are to re- 
peat; we (hall be able to gueſs at the Con- 


 clufion fo that we need nort-fiay. till he | 


hath, quitc done before we begin, but hear 
fo as to ſay all right , yet may come up 
with him in the concluſion, as is moſt de- - 
cent. .And-this would make much for the 
ſolemn performance of* the Service on ex- 
traordinary times:z wherein now. for the 
.moſt part, - onely the Miniſter and Clerk 
are Speakers , 'and the Congregation fit 
and look on; which to me, ſhews very 
-All, : But 
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But further , 1 ron Yeomes Io com- 
in, that'comie over Nonoonfor- 
= Pe. toousChurch,- and attend:oot Pray- 
ers ; Thac this is to them 4-:moſtoffentive 
diſorder,' -and'that it tended very-miuch t0 
diſtrat their Devotion, whenthoſe : that 
fit by them thus ramble over the Prayers, 
and art at" the':end before-the: Minifler-'is 
half way 3 and:Tbclieve atcanuot but. ye 
fome diſturbance tothe Miniſter - 
Tam fure it hath been ' no ſmall office to 
my. (af; -{o ' that 'Icould hardly forbear 
telling thenrof ie, butthat I confidetediic 
required” more ſedate: diſcourſe than :that 
ſeaſon' would - affordz And: - this: was:oue 
chief cauſe engaged in:this work 3 and 
hope thoſe who! have.not conſidered this 
matter, will be perfwaded, by what T have 
written, to order thewſelves benantonglit 
time-'to comiec-: © aſs | 
thing is; thee the: 


dt poogle eb 
rally: awd þ the Miniſter, ”efpecialſy@io-the 
Reſponſes and Painedy, with-;too: ſoft'.a 
voice 3 and are (© lit heard, that it hath 
ſecined to me-{coming - 'int& ee Church 


whilſt chat Exerciſe was perfdrming (asit 
- the Minifterrcad a Verſe: = :andphen fiop'd 
a while and 'read/a _ -rhe:ped pic being, 


 Glittleheard 3 eſpecially if- = Cite 


roger 
& it as 1 
that it is on cath 


| have it appear like P/a/avody; | 
of Paik here would laws cauſe fethis 
Comphint by thelspor by thoſsthat rao- 


L592. 


| We Irie dann their. part with- 
| Ti = Voter xad all, and'be more. 

| fied ih that holy Jay which this manner of 

reading 1s apt. to beget. 

| And 1 withallo, that people had, the 

art "he lg ig ſome kind ob Goncord 

up wiſter , + either, that-their [Voie 

Clailoos with his, or a Fifth 

ſag ma my it; For there is a 


_ 


as yp a ng her , that 
TW: Ry 
in (i £ 1 

if on EE = 0 | 
2 id ſe ins d Fe ng Wi i 
would ſet ves tO. a t 
would foan bring the P. a 
better yexfarmance. why, ſhould 


| teg rot tink henſeoe concerned fo 1 
Ap k there apy Exerciſe in the world of 
py nature, or:more immediately de- 
ip to. the Gloxy and Honour 

ty God? B it_is done as in his 


| done with pens Iptornl and the beſt 
+, than 


Skill we-- are able. And. 

more ex to pious 

to have pants Li together | in aka” 
ting 
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[60], | 
ring the Divine Praiſes ,. in repeating the 
Hiſtories of his wonderful Works ; - 'nor 
more edifying , in provoking one another 
to worſhip, fear, and obey him, ſpeaking to 
our ſelves, and teaching and admoniſhing _ one 
another, . as the Apoſtle exhiorts, in Pſalms; 
2nd Hymns,and 'Spiritual Songs, finging with 

Pate,” and' making nithily to the Lord in, our 
beztts , Eyb.$, 19." Coleſ:3.16. For the 
erg Harmony which we find in 'our 

ouls between our Rtaſon andthe truth 
of the Divine Revelatioris, our AﬀeRtions 
and the infinite; goodneſs and ſuitableneſs '| 


of chic objeRts therein propel ed.cſpecially is 
thel' | hes are renewed * Ie fs. 
Ghoſt, muſt needs'yiel an unſpeakable 
delight to our ſelyes 3 'and when we make 
melody td the Lord,” by exerciſing the Gra- 
ces off Faith ; and, Love, and: Joy, arid 


Hope:within'us.and fing to him by expref 
dw to the ſence of others \ by hi 
enum, ſerious, and” joyful "manner 'dﬆ 
Tpeaking 3 we teath and admoniſh one and- 
Ther,& by ſuch plcaſant converſation in re- 
\ patio thoſe exceltent parts of Scriptare, 
Tweetly infingace holy DoQrine , teaching 
"one anather ro follow God and his Saints, 
"whoſe vertues and bleſſednets'we celcbrat6 
"and admvnifhing one another I 
FL] p 
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[61] 
leſt we have any fellowſhip with the wick- 
ed whoſe vices we condemn 3 and alſa re- 
member their woful downfals , | as enſam- 
= to warn us to repent, leſt we' periſh 
allo, 

Now this being {ſo pleaſant and profi- 
. table an Exerciſe, why ſhould not all good 
men endeayour to revive the credit there- 
of, by the molt excellent manner of per- 
formance ? Certainly it had neyer been in 
the power of Satan or his Inſtruments to 
have brought into contempt this Angeli- 
« cal Exercile, if men had not remitted their 
care in this reſpec, 

For our prailing God, and communica- 
ting the delights of heaven-born Sapls in 
this Way, is ſo accommodate to tht capa- 
city of all, deſcending to the very mea- 
neſt, without abating the delights of the 
greateſt , that it is ſtrange any ſhould not 
like it. 1 have known ſome Fainilies,that 
for many Generations have been fo de- 
fefive in the way of artificial ſinging,that 
no one perſon of them could ever ſing the 
Tune of a Pſalm in any tolerable manner . 
yet theſe can praile God with the Con- 

tion in this way of repeating the 
Plains by turns; and Children may be 
much earlier tavght to doitſo, than in 
F any 
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any-other Way, And- yet /it'is no abate«! 
ment- of 'detight'to others that. are more. 
Skilfulin Mufick': For the way of Singing 
which is now moſt commended, is but a. 
melodious kind of Speakingz and all 
Graces that hinder the underttanding of 
the Words, are quite out of fatfhion. _ $o 
that here is a delight that offers it felt moth 
early to be the fclicity of Humane Nature, 
anticipating the baſe and. bruitiſh delights 
of Senſe, that preſs upon us for enter- 
tainment on the account of their being 
pleaſant and neceſſary, betorc we can well 
diſcover the ſlightneſs of their pretences 
thereunto. And alſo this pleaſure Joleth 
not its. Reliſh in Old age , but fill conti- 
nueth ts force and power, to. counter» 
work the infinuations of all contrary des 
lighrs of 'that (tate, as far as they may be 
prejudicial to the true ſpiritual tclicity of 
our'minds and ſpirits. 

And I perſwade my f\clf, that if perſons 
of ageand honour , and thoſe that have 
tome excellency of Art, would but delign 
and endeavour to make the belt .of - this 
way, they would tind great fatisfaction to 
therafelves thereby , and alſo would beget 
20 ambition m the younger ſort to do 
worthily in performing theirpart of on 

WF: ca» 
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heavenly Pſalmody, and youth being {6 en- 
couraged , would {oon conceive ſuch a 
pleaſureas I have before {poken of: And 
this (in conjun&ion with other appointed 
means) would mightily facilitate the work 
of their true Converſian, engaging them 
heartily w that {piritual Combat again 
the Enemies of their Souls, and that f(eri- 
ous proſecution of true and cndlefs felici- 
ty, to which we obliged them by Baptiſm. 
For it is {o evident,that Life without Plea- 
ſure is an empty name , and little more 
delirable than Death ,- that David lamen- 
ting in his own perſon rhe deplorable mi- 
(cries to which man in his beli ſtate in this 
world is ſubject, asks the queſtion, Where- 
fore God bath made all men for nonght ? And 
yet the Apofile tells of ſome who lived 2x 
pleaſure, that they were dead while they It- 
ved, Whence we may conclude, that Man 
is a Creature capable of two forts of 
Pleaſure > Mental, and Carnal ; and that 
theſe do forthe moſt part militate againſt 
cach other: and if carnal Pleaſures pre- 
vail, and yet the poſſeſhon of our Lite, we 
are ſaid to be dead in refpet of our minds 
and fpiritual part; . But if the delights of 
the Mind once take place, and become our 
employment, then the Body is {aid to be 
: F 2 dead 
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dead by reaſon of fin , as the Spirit is life be- 
cauſe of righteouſneſx, So that .it is of 
mighty avai®$-cheriſh theſe 'Spiritual 
pleaſures, and depreſs thoſe that are car- 
val, eſpecially in the beginning of our lite 3 
as that upon which the happineſs of the 
whole Life depends. © And this , I think, 
may be done by a pious and prudent in- , 
ſtruQion in the fore-mentioned Duty, and 
by giving a good example to encourage 
the performance. I cannot give this mat- 
ter the explication it requires : but I hope 
a word to the wiſe will be ſuthcient. 


Having hinted theſe things, to rc&ife 
what ſeem'd to me amiſs; 1 (hall now 
briefly repreſent that Behaviour which 1-- 
jadge moſt decent in the performance of 


2 theſe Sacred Offices, Firlt then, having 


a due ſenſe of what you are going about, 
viz. to approach the moſt glorious .and - 
dreadful preſence of the Almighty3 and | 
baving compoſed your minds to worſhip 
him with that Reverence and Devotion 
you ought , and declared this by the ſo- 
kmn' manner of your coming into. his 
Hcuſe, and placing your ſelf in the ſtati- 
on whercin you are to perform your part - 
in this holy Exerciſez you are to fix your 
eyes 
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eyes on the Reader as the Miniſter of God, 
the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts,ſent to 
calt you to Repentance , with offers of 
Peace and Reconciliation , that you may 
eſcape his dreadfu} wrath, which none can 
endure or withſtand ; which all the Hoſt 
of Heaven and Powers of Hell, as well as 
all the Creatures here on Earth, are rea- 
dy to minilter againſt impenitent and pro- 
tane wretches, You are to ſtandup and 
attend ſeriouſly to the reading of thoſe 
Scripture-Sentences wherewith he begins 
this Service 3 wherein are declared, in the 
very words of God himſelf, the necefity 
of Repentance, and the certainty.of Par- 
don and gracious acceptance to all that 
truly perform it, 4 
You are alſo well to conſider the inforce- 
ment of thoſe Sentences, by his reading the 
Exbhortation following 3 mean time refic&- 
mg on your {elf witha due remembrance 
oF-your particular fins, that you may be 
the better prepared: to accompany” him 
with a pure Heart and humble Voice in 
the General Confeſſion following, And this 
Confeſſion 'as it is ordered) we ſhould 
make in the moſt humble poſture , which 
according to the ule and cuſtom of this 
Country, is kneeling on our |Knees , 
FS which 
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which none are to omit , except hindred . 
by bodily infirmity , or ſuch inconvenien- 
ces as are fometimes occaſioned by Crowds 
of people 3 and then they muſi take care 
to ſupply that defect by other exprefſions. 
of humble Reverence. And we ought (© 
to ſpeak in repeating, the ſame after the 
Miniſter, that we thercby expreſs, that we 
verily believe our ſclves to be guilty (in 
many particular inſtances) ot ſuch fins as 
are confeſſed under the ſeverat Heads there- 
m mentioned z and that we are heartily 
forry for the ſame , and carneltly implore 
the Divine Mercy and Forbearance , and 
to be refioxed to his grace and favour, 
truſting to: his Promiſes made to us in 
Chritt 3 and with no leſs eameſineſs deſire 
the aſhſtance of his Grace , to inable us 
to live better for the future. This faith» 
ful endeavour to appear as humble peni- 
tents before God and the Congregation, 
will ſuppreſs the workings of Pride and 
Self-conceit (the Parent of all vice) and 
ſtrengthen the contrary Virtue , Hamility, 
the Foundation-and Nurſe of all Ver- 
wes, | 

In attending in the ſame poſture while 
the Minifter,as Gods Herald, pronounceth 
Abſolation and pardon of ſins to the truly 
penitent, 
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penitent , that unfcignedly believe - the 
Goſpel of his Son, we ought'to cxpreſg a 
great Reverence of the Almighty: (from 
whom he {peaks) and alfo the mot ;hum- 
ble Thanktulneſs,and holy Joy for his.rich 
Grace 3 which Grace is communicated to 
us by the Stewards of his Myſteries , and 
cannot be received in the contempt of their 
adininiſtrations, whom” he bath, impow- 
red to diſpence the ſame : And withal, 
carnelily begging(according to his Exhor- 
tation) that our Faith and Repentance 
may be aſſiſted by the divine Co-operati- 
on, that we never fail of the fame Grace - 
for want of meet diſpoſitions to receive it, 


nor negtet the - improvement thereof -at 


preſent or for the futures 1 > 
When we have thus preparcd our ſelves, 
we ought, with hcavenly Joy and great 
Fervency , to joyn with the Minifter and 
Congregation in rcpeating ' that Divine 
Prayer which our Saviour tatight. In the 
beginniy of it (which is Eucharittica), 
containing ſuch Petitions ' as. are for the 
immediate honour and glory of God) lif:- 
ng-up'our hands and cycs with our voi- 


. cesito-Heaven, we declare our: Joy'in Gold, 


and exultanicy in . his Ptaiſcs. In the relt 


- (whereinavefkupplicate thmgs nectffary for 


4. Our - 


[68] 
our ſelves) we (hould expreſs greateſt hu- 
mility , in bowing our Heads and Bodies 
towards the Earth, as unworthy to ask (© 
great things of ſo great a Majelly , and 
(peakivg with more lowly and humble 
Voices; until returning to the acknow- 
ledgment of his paternal Government 
which inclines him, his Power which ena- 
bles him, and his Glory which engages 
him to be fo gocld to his Creatures, and c{- 
pecially his Childien , we lift up our 
Hcarts and Hands, and with mcre chear- 
ful Voices repeat the Doxologie. 

Aiter this , being to pats to that high 
and heavenly work of praiſing Gcd , the 
work for which chiefly we were made,and 
the excellent power of  Specch given us 
to which , while we continued innocent 
and happy , our mouth was (till opened, 
and we had freedom and power to pcr- 
form the ſame ; but Sin and Sorrow,Guilt 
and Fear, Carcs and Vcxations, have now 
even made us dumb to Gods Praiſes, and 
diſabled us for due celebration hereof:l ſay, 
in this reſpe& we ought moſt devoutly to 
joyn with the Miniſter in the Reſponſe 
following the Lords Prayer, LO2D open 
thou our Youths, And our Lips 
ſhall ſhew to2th thy pzaiſe., Don 
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©  ; 
make ſpeed to ſave us, © Lo2d, 


make haſt to help 1s, And while 
we ſeek his Grace, we ſhould uſe our own 


endeavours to open our own Mouths, and 


lift up -our Voices while we {ing his Prai- - 


ſes, and to awaken all our powers, to a : 


cheerful performance of the Service. 
The Gloria Patri follows, at the repett- 


tion whereof we are required to ſtand a - 


poſture moſt fit in all-manner-of Pſalmody, - 


and when ever we ſpeak or ſing praiſe and - 
glory to God 3 but eſpecially in the pub- - 


lick. fſemblies convened chiefly for that 
purpoſe. And in pronouncing : theſe 
wordsof Glory,it would be:very indecent 


to do it in any poſture that is lefs reverent. - 


To fit,is very offenſive to alk that: defire to 


. 


fee this Service duely. performed. And it : 
is reaſon it ſhould be-fo ; for theſe words - 
intend our moſt immediate Addreſs to - 
God, the ever-bleſſed Trinity in Unity,ir- : 
the higheſt a& of Worſhip 3 and ſo hitlp, 


do they ſerve to the Adoration of the 


Deity, according to the: Faith our Religi- - 
on requires us -to have thereof; that. the - 
man that. doth not expreſs the inward re-. - 


manner of his pronouncing them, and his: 


deportm nt: at that.cime, gives a. ſuſpition - 


F'Y 


 yerence and adoration ef his mind,by. the - 
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of a defe@ in his Chriſtianity, or is much 
miſtaken in the way of expreſimg the 
ſame, This ere poſture of our Bodies, 
would mind. us to lift up our Hearts, yea, 
and our Voices too , in giving praiſe and 
glory unto this bleſſed Trinity z whereas | 
the other diſpoſeth us to a defect in 
both. | 

Being next to proceed to praiſe God by 
the repetition of the Pſalms of David dc, 
the Miniſter (that he may mind us that it 
is not the ordinary reading thoſe parts 
of Scripture for inſtruction, but the repea- 
ting them as an Exerciſe of. Praiſe and 
Worſhip to Almighty God) is oxdercd to 
lay, Paaile ye the L02d 5 and the 
People to anſwer, The Lo2ds Name 
be pzaiſed. In hearing and ſaying ſuch 
words, we mult excite and expreſs. holy 
deſires, that we may ſo perform this Ex- 
erciſe , as may tend moſt abundantly to 
the Glory and Honour of Almighty God. 

The Pſalm with which we always be- 
gin at Morning-Prayer, is, D come, let 
us ſing unto the Lo2d 3 and is moſt 
fitly choſen, both for mutual provocation 
to.this heavenly Exercife , and alſo for 
iltruction in the reaſons thereot;zand with- 
al to perſwade to the obedience of all his 
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commands in the whole” ronrſe of ovr 
lives, which ſhould be confequent thereurs - 
to; ſhewing in the concluhon the dread- 
ful danger of not attending to the ſame 2 
which excellent- matter Tcquires that we 
be ſerious and intent in repeating this 
Pſalm, as that which will-prepare- 'and ai 
poſe us to be fo in all the rat. 

As for the repetition of the Pſalm N 
corſe that follows, I have hinted what is 


,needful before : onely tet me rernemBbey, 


that none ſhould take liberty to fit in that 
performance, 'except conltrained by bodi- 
ly infirmity 3 becauſe Randing is {o/much - 
more fit a polture for the Office of Thankf+ 
giving 3 and fitting was counted fo inde- 
cent in the Primitive times,that the whole . 
Service was called Station 1 and is onely in» 
dulged now for bodily weakneſs, (bat not 
order'd) becauſe of the great decay of Pies 
ty, which will not bear ſuch ſtriqnels. 

After the Pſalms, a Chapter is read out 
of the Old Teftament, that we ray be in- 
ructed in the DoGtrine of the Creation | 
and Governinent of the firlt World, - its - 
Deſtruction and Reſtitution , the promis 
ſes of the Meihia, and procedure of Gods 
Grace in preparing men tor himſelf ; as 
allo the correſpondency of ofir Saviours-. 


(72) 
Dodrine to that which God of. old deli- 
vered by his Prophets 3 his agreement to 
the Types and Figures of. him under the 
Law , and the accompliſhment. of what 
Moſes and the. Prophets wrote, in that 
which he was, did, and ſuffered : in ſuch, 
and many other reſpc&s,the reading there- 
of is profitable z and therefore all Talking, 
. Gazing, and careleſs bchaviour (too often 
ſeen at this time) (ſhould be avoided, and 
-we ſhould appear as diligent Auditors to 
thoſe Divine Oracles.' 

The inſtruction and reſpit we have had 
hereby., ſhould cauſe us. to return with 
greater. joy and cheertulneſs to our. hea- 
venly work of prailing God. For which 
we have next prepared. the Evangelical 
Hymn Te Dex ;. the mcſt-excellent that 
eyer was compoſed by inan, and ſpeaks as 
much of divine Inſpiration as any thing 
(not acknowledged. for ſuch) ever. did 3 
| fo hitted for divine Adoration, and apt to 
excite Devotion,, and*to miniſter. moſt as 
hundantly.. to .the Conſolation. of good 
Chriſtians, that even.. that alone (me- - 
thinks) ſhould draw.us to Church, it not 
withheld by great obligations. 1 do there= 
fore molt carneſtly recommend to you the 
wot ſolemn appearance, and.the moſt de- 
| vout 
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 vout-aGts of Worſhip, and the moſt plain, 
joyful., and reverent manner of ſpeaking, 
and what ever you can think becomes.the 
rcpetition-of- thoſe excellent words. 

» The Adoration of our God and our 
Saviour by the foreſaid Exerciſe , cannot 
but diſpoſe us to hear the DoEtrine of. the 
New Teſtament , out of which, a Chaptes. 
is next readz which, reporting to us 
cither the wonderful Hiſtory of Chriſt and 
| his Apoſtles , or-their holy and incompa- 

rable Do@rine , cannot be too diligently 
and reverently attended to : And I ſhould 
think . thoſe who have ſtrength of. body, 
would do very commendably in ſtanding 
upat the reading thereof. 

Then we are ordered to return again to 
the work of. Praifing God which nothin 
but Carvality can ever þe weary of. And 
the Pſalms here appointed, are ſuch as 
miniſter molt fitly to the Joy conceived by 
hearing the glad tidings of the Goſpel ſent 
to the Gentiles (of. which we were)as well 
asto the Jews 3 and therefore to ſhew that 
we have not received that Grace in vain, 
nor heard the Goſpel of it without dili- 
gent heed , we ſhould repeat that Pſalm 


youtly and joytully, 
The 
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The next that follows is the Creed, 
whict contains thofe matters in which all 
Chriftians are of one tmihd, (which do 
believe with their bearts to Righteouſneſs ) 
and of which all Chriſtians muſt make 
publick Profeffion , that will Confeſs with 
their months to Salvztion. We therefore, 
1m oft poltire (and with all our Faces one 
way it ſhould be) do with one mouth re- 
peat” that excellent Form of ſound words, 
_ which {o excellently miniſters to the ſted- 
faſineſ(s of our Faith,our rejoycing in Hope, 
6ux unity in Love, and cheerfulnefs in the 
Praiſes of God ahdour Saviour 3 that no 
man, that confiders it, could chuſe* but 
ſtand up and bear his part withusz and 
he that finds no joy and elevation of mind 
in repeating, the Creed, hath nothing elſe 
but a zatural delight in hearing the moſt 
excellent” Sermon , or raviſhing Prayer : 
For theſe can have no Matter that is more 
franſporting 3 and if it be onely the words 
or paſſion of the Speaker that afteCts us, *tis 
no ſpiritual delight. Let thoſe therefore 
take hecd, that regard not to honour God, 
and exprels the joy of their Faith, by a due 
performance in: this matter. | 

After this, we return to the ſolemn du- 
ty of Prayer; which that we may Pe 

with 
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with mutual Charity ,: and great Devoti- 
on ,' the Miniſter ſalutes the people with 
that excellent - Option,” The Lo2d be 
with you $ and they retum., And 
thy SV\rit. Which words, ſpoken with 
the holy afeQtion they ought , are apt to 
bepet ſach a diſpoſition'&f thind , a will 
render the Prayers very acteptable to'God, 
and edifytng ro-one another. 'The Minſ- 
ſer yet farther (to awaken all the powers 
of our Souls to: this moſt ſerious buſineſs) 
is to ſav, Let US PAD $ which therefore 
we ſhould compole our ſelves to d do with 
all = might. - begin, 
e ' Reſponſe 'W we 
Lo2d have ond it have mer- 
cy, Low have mercy, ſerves moſt fit- 
ly toafſift this endeavour of great ferven- 
| cy 3 and being repeated without it, ſeems 
very indecent, and kind of vain Repeti- 
tion : therefore remember this. 

Then we renew the Repetition of the 
Lords Prayer ; which Prayer certainly is 
of that excellency, that no Chrittian 
ſhould think it too much to uſe it both in 
the beginning and end of this Service. 
 Andindeed, this is the very ſum and ſubs 
ſtance of all our Prayers z and others are - 
added onely. for greater ſolemnity . and 

| uller 


__ 
fuller explication : And therefore the oft- 
nerit is repeated, the more devoutly it 
ſhould be ſaid ,, and greater fervency. ex- 
<ited : of which before. 

To relax a little this great intention of - 
mind , we have ordered a moſt excellent 
Reſponſe , wherein the Miniſter and Peo- 
ple exchange ſome devout Ejaculations, 
for.thcmmfelves, for their Superiours , and : 
Brethren : which as they mix ſomewhat 
of holy delight with fervency , ſo they 
greatly ſtrengthen the Bands of Chriſtian 
SS. 5; of 
' Thereſt of the time we ſpend in-repea- 
ting ſeveral Colle&s, moſttexcellent for the 
matter, and-comprehenſive for-the words 3 
in praying for the King, and Royal Fami- 
ly, for. Magiſtrates and. Miniſters , the 
Church and State, all Chriftians-, and all 
Men 3 and .we give ſolemn. thanks- for 
Gods mercies to.us and them : in all which 
we ſhould ſtrive to preſerve a conſtant. in- 
tention , and true devotion of mind : 
and if .to that end we accompanythe Mi- 
niſter. with our. Voice, it ſhould be-always 
with. ſuch caution as I have expreſſed: be- 
fore; and.ſo it may be very uſctul there- 
unto 3. and: alſo it would make.us perfe& 
in ſaying the. Prayers, which may be. of 

great .. 
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great uſe ter us in other caſes, belideg our 
joyning with the Congregation therein. 
But if men having got the faculty of. ſay- 
ing the Prayers readily by heart , do let 
their Tongues run before their Wits, and 
ſay faſter than /it can be thought they. un- 
derſtand, or well conſider what they: fay 
then they abuſe Gods good gifts. *Twas 
greatly. blamd by the Apolile , that ſome. 
. of thoſe who had received the miraculous 
gift of Tongues, were {o forward in the 
uſe of it, as that it hindred their due con- 
ſideration of the things they ſpake 3 for 
amending whereof, he propoleth his own 
Example to their imitation, ſaying, I will 
pray with the Spirit, but yet ſo, as with 2be 
Underſtanding alſo; and I think. there 
may be ſomething drawn from hence far 
our. inſtruCtion-in this matter. I take the 
liberty of repetition. and. inlargement 
herein, becauſe I have often heard. this 
diſorder complained of, ſince the firſt Edi- 
tion of this Book 3; and many wilk the 
Reprinting of it for that very reaſon, that 
{ome may lend. or. give them. to thoſe in 
whom they. obſerve this ,. to reQife. their 
practice herein. 

But in the-whole performance,l carneſt- 
ly admonilh all men to avoid fitting, lol- 


ling, 
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ling, leaning , and all indecent poſtures , 
md to continue kneeling mcekly and de- 
voutly, if their ſtrength permit. - And I 
think men are too apt here to plead infir- 
mity, out of indulgence to the Fleſh;which 
ſhould be taught to ſuffer ſomething for 
the Honour of God , and intercſts of our 
Souls., which have ſuffercd a great dcal by 
ts pleaſures and paſſions: and I doubt 
not,the_pain we endure to expreſs our re- 
verent Adoration of the Almighty in this 
his fokemn Worſhip , ſhall be accepted as 
a part of that Mortification God requires, 
and of - our Conformity to Chriſt and his 
Church z3 and no Chriſtian that conſiders 
the'great and moſt dolorons pain where- 
in Chrift offered: himfelf in Sacrifice on 
the Crofs.can think much to endure fome- 
little pain, that we may offer our Sacrifices 
of Prayers and Praiſes with that reve- 
rence which becomes us: nor can any 


man have that ſenſe of the Adorable Ma- 
1 of the moſt High, when his Head and 


lbows lie on the bench of his ſcat , as 


- when he kneels in an ered poſture with 


his Eyes and Hands lift up to Heaven. 

The adcions of the Body have a great 

infloence on the Soul 3 as well as, on the | 

contrary, the Souls affetions move it - | 
| a 
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at. Belides the decency of this, which 
is ſo evident , that I may appeal co men 
themſelves in this caſe , as the Apolile in 
another of the {ame nature, ( beitig-ina 
matter of indecency in Gods Worſhip ) 
Fudge in your ſelves what i4 meet. "Can 
any man think it fit to ſupplicate the inft- 
nite Majeſty of Heaven and Earth in any 
but the moſt humble poſture of body, 
(which with us is Kneeling) or that we 
vught to ſit on our Breeches when we (ing 
or ſpeak praiſe unto him? Certainly the 
power of Errout is very great, that it can 
blind the mind of man in a matter ſo evi- - 
dent and plain. But] truſt that thoſe to 
whom I write are not ſo deceived, _ | ! 

Yet 1 would not be thought to con- 
mend any ſuch uneaſineſs , as is cither a- 
gainſt the due Compoſure of the-Mind, or - 
the good Eltate of the Body : I know God 
will have Mercy and not Sacrifice , and 
prefers the due operations of the Mind 
before the molt devout actions of the Bo- 
dy, (eſpecially where they cannot be both 
in perfe&tion , but . the exaCtnel(s of one 
neceſſitates ſome relaxation in the other) 
But there is an uncaſimeſs that is fo ſmall, 
that it rather helps than hinders inward 
Devotion,” and diſturbs nothing __ 
aZziec 
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lazie humour, or ill habit ; things no way 
to be Indulged. But yet where there is 
ſuch real infirmity as juſtly excuſeth from 

- Standing , Kneeling upright , ec. men 
ſhould be careful that in-what poſture ſoe-_ 
ver they be, they make ſuch expreſſions of 
{ſeriouſneſs and Devotion , that it may ap- 
pear to the Congregation that they omit 
nothing out of lazineſs, contempt of the - 
Orders of the Church , or a profane Spi- 
ri. 


I have now run over the daily Office of 
'Morning-Prayerz and ſhall proceed no 
farther, becauſe he that will obſerve what 
I have written in'that , cannot be to ſeek 
in ordering himfelf aright 'in all the 
reſt, 

It-may not be inconvenient in the Con- 
cluſion , to offer ſomething that may help 
ns to .{ſhew our-Devotion in leaving the 
Churcty, as-well as in coming to it and 
continuing, there. It is ſaid of the ancient 
Jews, that they went out of the Syna- 
gogues backward, that they might declare 
'theirunwillingneſs to leave Gods houſe, 
in which holy men have defired ever to 
dwell. And (however that way of ex- 
preſſing it may ſeem to ſome) I am N « 
| ere 
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there ought to be ſuch affeQtions in us as 
they would thereby fignifhie 3 and nothing 
we do that is contrary thereunto,can ſeem 
decent to wiſe men and if a> pra 

oo0N as ever 
the Sermon or Prayers are ended , be not 
apparently contrary to ſuch affeion, my 


" conceit deceives'me 3 efpecially,whenthey- 


will not ſtay to take Gods Bleſhing along 
with them 3 I ſay Gods,for though a man 
pronounrceth it , yet it is ſuch a man , as 
is his Miniſter and Herald, the Steward of 
his Mytteries, whoſe words, as ſuch , he 
will never ſuffer to fall to the ground, but- 
will give them their: effect on all that are 
meet {ubje&s: and therefore to deſpiſe 
that glorious -and myſterious  bleſhng 
wherewith theſe holy Offices are conclu- 
ded ', ſhews great - ignorance or - profane- 
neſs, and little manners, and is an affront 
to the blefled Trinity , and to the Con- 
gregation met todo Worlhip thereunto. 


POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


O- thing I have thought fit to add.as 
-uſcful ro. the delign of this Paper, 
which is; My bumble Requeſt to Minifters 
_ and Veſtrics, 'that they will take care that 
fit and- worthy perſons be put into the 


————— 


Office of Pariſh-Clerks ; for that the de- 


fects of the people in performing their 
part of this Service , . is chiefly imputable 
to this cauſe , that they have not a Clerk 
that is able to lead thera in the right way 
of that performance: for it the people 
would but conſider , that it is the ſpecial 


work of a Clerk to be their guide in what | 


they are to ſay and do in this Service, and 


make {uch obſervation of him as they | 


ought , he ſtanding ſo advantageouſly for 


the ſame, would bring the whole Congre- | 


gation unto a good . performance. Some 
perſons that may offer themſelves , and it 
may be the Pariſhes intereſt to chuſe, may 
have ſuch. natural defe&s , that they can ' 
never be made ht for the place 3 and ſome 
are of ſuch a profane Spirit,that they will 


never {et themſelves to ſtudy todo their | 


beſt therein. Both theſe are to be ps! 
ca, 


' 


 andexcite them thercunto. 
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ed, whatever advantages the Pariſh may 
make by their election : for ſo ſacred a 
thing as the Worſhip and Service of Al- 
mighty God , is not to be ſubjugated to 
the (ecular intereſts of. men : Andit is a 
great reproach to any Parifh, that to lave' 
theinftlves nu #rvle in; waotahoing 
a poor Family , they ſhould employ a 


perſon to be guide to the people in this 


moſt ſolemn _ Office of Divine Worſhip, 
that is in any way a fcandal or diſhonour 
thereunto, or untit to perform it as he 
ought. And -if any ſuch .be already in 
the place, iny. requelt is... that the Miniſter 
and Veliry will uſe their Authority to re- 
form them , and engage them to ſtudy 
the molt decent and graceful manner of 
performance z and-if that cannat be cf- 
tected; to force them, to admit the help+of 
another. in that matter , though they con- 
tinu2 to do the Pariſh-bufineſs in-other 
reſpects. I make this humble requeft, be- 
cauſe 1 believe that a Clerk that was a de- 
vout man, and one. that had a | 


4 


| com- 
| - mand of His Voice, if he would ſet himfelf 


to. tudy to excelin performing what is re 
quized of him,would greatly afhft the peo- 
ple in the well performance of their part, 


An 
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Application | 


To the Clergy and to the People. 


Tothe CLERGIE. 


Nd now I moſt humbly beſeech the 
Reverend Clergy of this Church, 

that they will not deſpiſe the advice of {o 
unworthy a perſon. If there-be not Trzth 


in what I write,I deſire not to be regarded; ||. 
but if there be, Tr=th is a thing ſo Divine»; 
and Excellent,as not for my urworthinels, FT 


or for any defeQts in the delivery, to be re- 
zeced 3 eſpecially,when it is Truth of the 
higheſt concern that can be imagined 3 * 
that which concerns(and that moſt imme- * 
diately) the glory and honour of the moſt 
High God , and his Son Jeſus Chriſt our. }-. 
moſt holy Saviour z that which concerns 

the ſupream good of the beſt of earthly | - 
Creatures, and that with relation to his 
better part , and his Eternal State 3 _ | 

W 


T8 | 


which much concerns the happineſs ant 
well-fare.of this Flouriſhing Church, and 


' tends to its Unity ,'Sanctity, and Glory : 


That which concerns the diſchar 

your Great Duty to- God and his Church, 
andisthe beſt Return of the Benefits. you 
partake from bath; -I ſay, when it is Trutb 
of ſuch concerf\., "methinks it ſhould be 
conſider'd, and that whoever it comefrom, 


as the Inftrument, ſince God himſelf muſt 


- Þe acknowledged. the Author, 


The Worſhip - and Service of - God 
hath bcen br 0. of all Wiſe Men, the 
chief of - thoſe things wherein - Men or 
Angels could imgloy themſelves ; "['sthe 
Principal End of bringing men into Hey 
Orders, and of inſtiuting Chriltan Af-: 


4. ſemblies, the Greareſt Means of. inducing 


n Þ thatSuper- excellentPrinciple of theDiyine: 
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Life, that. Evangelical Spinic which only: 
can overcome ourVices and{ublimeMoral. 
Vertuesinto Chriſtian Graces, and make, 
our Gaod Works Seeds of Eternal Glory. 


for the unſpeakable Joys above: ?Tis this 
*for which all our Noble Fzculties were 
piven us -: *Tis this rhax chiefly : diſtigr, 


waht. us from Beaſts, and. that. more 


en; the meer Shape of our. rBodieh, or ou 
. Naty 


This 1s the Prelibation of and Preparation: . 


= 4 
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Natural Reaſon , and gives usthe preateſt 
Likenefs unto and Communion with the 
Angels. *T'is the Worſhip of One God 
thayische greateſt Incentive to Love, and 
the ſtrongeſt Bond of Peace amang Men, 
and among Chriſtians it becomes more 
ſo, when we Worſhip Him in and through 
One Mediator and Saviour our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift. ; 

The Natural Worſhip whichavas offer'd 
 1n the State' of- Fariocency , the Superſt- 
tious Worſhip of -Guilty and Aﬀrighted 
Criminals, the Typical and Pedzgogj- 
cal Worſhip of Mofaical Inſtwition, all 
theſe had ſomething of Excel inthem, 
nay, were the belt thing the world had be- 
fides : But the Excellency and Glory of 
Evangelieal Worſhip is above them all, 
it far exceeds whatever elſe we can do in 
this Life, and is the Higheſt Felicity of 
the Life ro come ; began it here 
on Exrth , Lake 2.12, 14. and ſhall re- 
Joice to accompany us therein when we 
are m; Heaven, A Man that hath the 
Power of Godlinefs in his Soul, is apt to 

fay when heis at Church, as the Diſciples - 
when they were on the Holy Mount , 
Lord'it ts good forus to be here, or as David, 
Bleſſed are they that davell in thy Houſe and 
ere ever praiſmg thee. fe 


87 J. 
Theſe Things I haye touched , that I 
might introduce thus great Conſideration; 
That the moſt Learned and bi by a 
of the Clergy ought not. to thi aſe- 
þ 4 of vr ſelves, but their fink or Hed 
f0 Read Common Prayer: "T's not (as ſome 
would ' perſwade us ) the calinefs of the 
Thing that, can make it contemptible: 
There wasno great difficulty in that which 
God requir'd ofthePrieſts in theSerrices of 
the Templ e, yet Was their Office efteemed 
no ſmall Honour; the reaſon whereof was, 
becauſe they approached ni 'ph to God -1 Ny 
; the Offices of -his Solemn orſhip: 
as the. Greatneſs of Gods Majeſty - 
that not every one that can "4 the by reg 
be adnutted to perform it as an Act of bs 
Solegn Worſhip, but that it bedone by 
Perfons Solemnly. ſet apart thereunto ; 
the Confegration which men receive _ 
this Office,gives them the chiefeſt Dignity 
and Hongqur, that is to be found among 
Mankind; and all. Nations ever had their 


Prieſts. in higheſt Eſteem ( bowever 


they are ſcorned in this prophane age.) 
But then if their approach to God in 


theOfices of his Worſhip, which puts this 

Great Hanour upon them becomes con- 

temptibte in cheir ns they think 4 
2 
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of all but Preaching , I think they great- 
. ty err. | 7 uh {20k 
* And when («hrough Bodily Infirminy 
or the Attendance on other Parts of their 
Miniſtry) they axe obliged to imploy Reas 
ders, Ithink- for the fartic reaſon, that®* 
rhey ought to take care they;ger ſuch, as 
(atleaſt). do not tains that Seryice 
either by. their wicked Lives or undecent 
Performance. _. To Perform the Publick 
Service of God in, the Aſſemblies, of his 
Servants, 1s too great an honour to be-put 
on Fools or Vile Perſons : Certainly ſome+ 
thing very conſiderable muſt be pleaded 
in excule of. thoſe who profeſling a great 
Zeal for Holineſs intheir Preaching, are 
careleſs whether the Prayers be. read well 
or ill, and imploy ſuch to read-them_thax 
are a diſhonour to this Service. 1t cannot 
be ſufficient to ſay that theſe Readers are 
Poor Men, and that they have no other 
Way to live, and that they imploy them 
out of meer Charity : Forttat Charity-tg 
Men which is againſt the Love of God, 
and a Regard to. the 'Solemnity of. tus 
"Worſhip, is an ill ſortof Charnty: And 
{ is that- to particular perſons which 1s 
againſt the Edification of the Church; 
_Nay, 1 amof ,Opinion it is no9C RAC 

bene ran: 


# 
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thoſe to whoth it'is Thewed 2: for their it = 
Reading ptaceedify (for the moſt-part 
from their Vicious lives, which hath'de. _, 
Airoyed m them that ſenſe of God and Re> 
Fein, which'ss the onely due Preparation. | 
toa well:pertormance of. this Service '( as -- 
Fobſerved before) fo long as they ſee thitt + 
JhiBbering over the Service without that = 
Seriouſneſs and Devotion which their cor+ - 
rupt'AﬀeCtions cannot admit, and which -- 
for the reaſon fore-mentiened , they find .' 
It difficult to counterfeit ; Ifay, whilſt this 


| -notbe ſo eably brought to Repentance, . 
as if (bethg rejeftedvt all on this account + 


weretaught by the Rod to refle on their 


: ment.” | Afiftion is: Gods" way of teach- - 
b-: men to Repent \, nnd 1 thirtk Wiſh 


| fore I with that if Scholars will be pro- © 
| - phane , they may know they” "a . 
-poor''; and | none; that- | have'+ 
er would put them-into imploymentin the Fo 
'Churech,orowii-them; but as they have 
\nothing to do to 'take-Gods Name; inte 
their- mouths while they hate: to be Re- 
raed; and caft Gods Word behind their -- 
i backs. 


"will ſerve to +get their living , they will . 


-and brought to extream poverty ) they - . | 
folly, and ro ſe the neceſlity of Amend= - 


dnotthink to En any better. Thers- - . 
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ras So the yank will not ſuffer them 
ſo to do,eſpecially when & is apparent t 
defire itfor a Secular icy no 
_ maintain themin a Vicious Life , and not 
of any delire to Serve God ard his Church. 
And I earneſtly pri.y that a ftop may be 
put to the admiſlion of ſuch into the Mi- 
aiftry at the firſt, alchough I know *cis 
extream difficult as things ſtand. And as our 
Church direRs, ſo we have great need to 
Pray at this titie , That God will ſo guide 
and govern the minds of the Biſhops and 
Paftors of this Church, that they nuay lay 
hands ſuddenly on no man , &c. which 
Prayer, will I hope, offend none. | 
Some there are alſo thatdoit thus flight- 
ly ont of Erroneous Principles or Carnal | 
Wiſdom , the frſt fort thank the Commun 
Prayer a grievous Impolition , and thar 
ahey-ought to be left ro their liberty 'to 
Pray 33 they pleaſe ; but becauſe the Ry- 
lers will bave ic ſo,they fubmir roit onely 
20 get their livings, or elſe for the lake of 
Preaching ; which being of reat neceſſt- | 
2 to mens S$alvation,they thinkit mult not 
be forſaken, though they are farc'd 10 
accompany it with adefective diſorderly 
-Form , { as }they think ours 1s) and they 
hope theic good intentions towards mens 


Salva- 


T7S 
Salvation will excuſe their uſing it, 
when they can do no better, But men 
thus minded will make what haſt ghey can 
to-rid themſelves of what is burdenſome, 
and fo ramble 'over the Service without 
that Deyotzon ut requires , and plainly 
ſhew by their carele(s manner of Read- 
ing G4 they do not love the Commos 
Prayer, though tbey are forc'd to uſe it. 
My Opinion 1s, that men of this tema-- 
r, as well asthe former, ought not to 
af inconrgged neither by the Church nor 
the Miniſters thereof, and that they need” 
Repentance and Reformation toſet them 
RE AP in the Judgment of* God and all 


Good Men ; God will be Sandtifed in all .4 
that cone nah him, by the moſt ſolema - - 


decent and reverend Pcrformance of the 
Offices of his Publick Worſhip; and this 
hecannever be by men that are'not fully 
perſwaded in their own minds of the 


Fn Worlkip i fitneſs of the mode in which 
an this will Nw tuch manner of ſpedk- 


rtment as becomes their ap- - 
proud God x God who is Glorious ih Ho- 
readful in his Praiſes. In 


that reſpetalſo, I think it may well be -. 
repo by Laws of this Church that 


G4 every 


perfofmed. For doubts - 


W 3. Y 
every one admitted ro the Miniſtry theres * 
of fderlire publickly rheirAfﬀent andCon- . 
ſent toall and every thing,&c.Godbimfelf 
doth require a full perfwafion of mindcon- 
cerning the goodneſs of that we do, eſpe- 
cially 1n' weighty matters ; and tells us 
that whatſoever 1snot of Faith is Sin, and .. 
'he that doubts is damned if he doty that 
he doubrs of ; and therefore the Church 
tannot be, blamed in this Order !* for 
ſuch Readers: were better out - of | the 
Church then in it, for they ſcandalize the 
Excellent Service thereof, by their ſlight 
performance (and that fax more than the 
prophane Y for theſe ſeeming very devout 
1m theifown Prayers,” People are apt to 
think! their indevorion in the ' Common 
Prayer, declares that rhey believe it not to 
be the Worſhip of God, but ſomething 
ty be read on concitfon to have liberty to 
Preach, and fo it 1s no matrer how 1t' be 
done ; and *tis theſe that mcourage that 
offenſive and- indecent ' behaviour that 1 
have obſervedin ſome , who though they. 
are preſent at Prayers,yet never obſerve a» 
ny thing that the Rubrick. direQs to be 
perforrmed {bur fitiand loll and-ſtare abour, 
and endeavout as much as they can to ſeem 


unconcern'd in what is done, till the Mante. 


ſter. 


'\ 
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"Net goes into his-Bulpir, for whoſe, fake - , » 


-alone they came to Church , leaſt. they"1be 
thought to approve the Prayers: thefe I 


. fear, rake the concen that they,do well in - 
. this from obſerving. the {lightneſs of ſuch - 


| Miniſters in Reading the. Prayers, - or-at 
. Jeaft' it prevents that conviction. which 


- theſe kind-of .men might-receive [from - 


their devout.and reverend pertorming.the 
fame. And1I believe this, ,beeauſe in thoſe 


Churches where the . Miniſter 1s yery de- + 


[;Vout in Reading the'Service, | could never 
:abſerve any ſuch behaviour; {0 thateither 


-fuchr'people ſeldom . come -,there;, and I . 


::think (being like to give more ſcandal by 
- their il-Exampletþag.tbey receive benebr 


- by the Seryice) they. were detres be abſent - 


-then preſent.) or elſe the power ft 'a Ne- 
-Yout Performances fuch;;. that when, men 


:are preſent arr, they: cannot but be ſame- - 


what. ſerzom. 8nd incliy'd; to ymitation.. | 1 
-humbly intreat-therefore that if there be 
any that are imployed in the Miniſtry of 
-this Church ( as I have cauſe to fear there 
1as?). that Read: ill on this account , thar 
ithey/ wil reflect on the indecency and ill 
conſequenccs. of ſuch. practices,and as aRe- 
\medy-hereof,that they will coaſulr rhe moſt 


*F [kariicd and jadicious that, are deyour in 
 Jrari,edand ju 


© T th 


_ - 
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the Way of our Church , for fuller Satif | 
Faftion in the Reaſonableneſs and Excel- 
lency of nur Service, that ſo they may 
Perform jt more Reverently and Aﬀect 
nately,tothe Honour of God and the Peo- 
_ ples Edification ; and this they. will find | 
to be more comfortable to themſelves, 
and of better acceptance with all good 
men , thenhalting between 'T'wo Opini- 
ons; for it ts evident, that were there any 
thing finfulin the heragnet uy ought 
not te have undertaken it atall ; for Evil 
muſt nor be done rhat Good may come: 
But if there be onely a defet of ſome 
degrees of GoodnefFin this Service, then 
Reaſon requires that they do not make it 
worſe by an ill performance, but make 
the beſt of ir that poſlibly can be for ob- 
taining the ends thereof , wiz. Gods Ho- 
nour,, and oar Spiritual Conſolation. Yer 
thoſe that Read i) on the account of ſuch 
Erfoc, are more to be pitied and lefscon- 
demned than thoſe that do (fo our of 2 
kind of Carnal Wiſdom ; yet ſuch there+ 
are , andthey are thoſe whoout of fear of 
'Changeare unwilhng ts ſeem Zealous and 
Devour in that which 4s conderaned by « 
Feat Party of Men , eſpecially if they, 
be not unhke to be uppermoſt, b 


- 
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| when they can ſtand as fair for Prefer- 
kind of indevotion as the mo 
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inſuch 
zealous ; 


there may be many temptations of rhis 


mentan the preſent ſtate of thi 


kind among a "__ _— of Parties, 


that bear an equal or near an equal Ba- 
lance, and therefore the Conblennice b5 
not to be deſpifey, Men are apt.to think 
they may ferve God and Mammon , but 
ntcannot be ; *ris true we may tecome all 
thingsto all men that we may win ſome, © 


| Þutzn thisthey rather win us'; if u may 


be called a winning, when fear thata Par- 
tf may prevail, makes us indevout in what 
we. own for the Worſhip of God; and 
that we hall never win - $4 from their 
Errors by ſuch compliance is plain :- for 
that the reaſon of all mankind mult «gree 
that men may not ſerve their own Carnal 
intereſts to the prejudice of that Worſhip 
whereby God /14 moſt eminently Served 
and Honoured in the World : And whilſt 


theſe men acknowledg our Liturgy to be 


ſuch, none can approvetherr indevout per- 
formante,for GE bong eſteemed Ehoh 
Church Men, and of joling meerelt 1n 
that they call the Moderate Party ; nor 
will any of that Party ever be brought _ 


from the admiration of the Ex tempore 
Way 


| T's f +? 
Way byach kind of politique Readers. 
'And/l believe theſe. men.do alſo miſtake 
their own Intereſts, I mean even in things 
Temporal; for the Pious of every Party 
do beſt Rkeinall an. hearty Zeal in theWay . 
of Warſhipthey uſe, and abhor ſuch vile 
men as prefer their own Intereſt before . 
Gods Hanour. , And now if Tres ſhould | 
change,fo thata man formerly Zealous ih 
the Way of the Church of Enzland,ſhould | 
\ſee-Cauſe to-uſe- any other | that may 
be Eſtabliſhed, I belieye he would have 
as kind Reception among ſuch as-any that 
were'afraid tobeeſteemed zealous for the. 
Common Prayer , and they would be more , 
apt to/glory1n bringing one ſuch ro that .. 
way than in theConformity of many teme | 
porizers.- And for thoſe that are like theme» 
ſlves, andinall ways of Religion maks . 
Gam their Godlineſs',' and onely. follow 
Chriſt for the Loaves and Fiſhes , if they - 
Happento have the Sway,they are for ſhuc- . 
Ting out as me 4s. they.can on: any. 
pretence, from wi gin the ena * : 
the ChurchOrder hive are of,andthink the 
fewer -the better chear , - and, they-will find 
fome; way or other to exclude irom prefers 
ment'thoſe thar fared wellin the times that 
wercill with them, whether they vo | 
us. A 
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lous or no#. b by ſuch rerms of Communi- 


on-25 they ſhall ve ry hardly comply with: 


orlaſtly , if they wh 4 Latitude beyond 
their reach in that kind , as we muſt con- 
clude them Men-. of profligate Conſci- 

ences, ſoit 1s ten to one but want of the 

fear of God will-betray - them ro ſome 

vices that with ſpoil-the .comfort 'of' alk 
their worldly enjoyments, and make-them 

leſs happy then the greateſt ſifferers for 
Nencontermity can be: or if Carnal Wiſe 
dom ſhould fo diſcern the incopliſtency of 
ſich vices with this worldly reverb 

onthat account they avoid them, yet the 

loſs of 'the- etidleſs ' ta of | Heaven: will 
deteR rhe'folly-of ſucks finful indifference 
and carnal compliances. - 

I fear theſe kind of men will but detidh 
me for allthis, and be. mere hardly per-: 
fwaded to: be truly-zealous' and: devonr: 
Readers than either-the Profare or ;Ergo-. 


neous, becauſe-they havelets ſenſe of the: 


thypgs of another Lite and! what :relates 
thereunce ; then either of them; © Con 
cerning the later there is no- queſtion, and: 

Yau ormer not much/; - for the cares of. 
*tlie World and deceitfulneſs of Riches, are 
before the: Pleaſures of other things, _ 
Goaking the heavenly Seed ( wiz.) The- 


Do@tiins 


—e 
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Arine of Eternal Life, For Fough Sen- 
: fall Pleaſures are of another Nature and 


: | have other ObjeQs than Spiritual, andare 


called the Pleaſures of other 
Thins, and upon thataccount mult needs 
difcompoſe rhe Mind and make it unke to 
conceive the Delights and Pleaſure of 
Communion with God and his Saints in 
theſe Holy Exerciſes , yet becauſe we arc 
many tins uncapable of ſuch Plealures, 
and fatiety oft turns to loathing, eſpecially 
for atzime, and helps mento ſeeche vanity 
thereof ; ſo thar they may be diſpoſed by 
counſel at ſuch a tume, to turn them- 
ſelves to ſeek Pleaſures always Savory and 


Everlaſting Bur now theſe Lufts of che 


World (that is Covetouſneſs ot Worldly 
As) as they are more inſatiable than 
thaſe of the Fleſh , fo they have ſcarce a- 
ny receſſes : they follow us into our Clo- 
ſets, and to Church j accompany us when 
Sickneſs ſhuts us mts our Charaberz, and 
even on our very Death-beds; and nothy 
but the utter deſtruction of our Faculties 
can eradicate this Love of Money : Theſe 
Luſts giveus no time or compoſure for 


the Hearty and Zealous Service of God, 


but tho our Bodies be preſent, our Minds 


being agitated with thoughts about t 
kong - Wolf 
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World,can intend nothing} as they ought , 
thatis doneto the Honour of the Almigh- 
ty andtheir Souls Health. Therefore 
of this Temper can very hardly be good 
Readers tillthey be converted ; andtheir 
Converſon ts fo difficult as our Saviour 
bath taught, Matth, 19. 24. that it can 
ſcarce belined » there remains therefore, 
but this way to make them Read well, 


as to the profit of the People, That.it 
become the Intereſt of their Profir and. 


and Worldly Advamage ſo to do, becauſe 
they can no otherways nd Entertainmenc 
into that Office by thoſe that imploy Rea- 
ders : and this with make them Study ir; 
and it may be, Do it as well to the Peo- 
ples Edification (though not to their own 
Acceptance with God ) as the moſt Pious 


|. den 


But on what Account ſoever it xs that 
Men Read well , my humble requeſt is, 
That thoſe who Imploy Readers, will be 
fure they do — they Admit them to 
the Place, and not ſuffer themſelves by 
any Importunity , Intereſt , Relation, or 
any other thing, to be drawn to Accept an 
all Reader, to the diſhonour of this Service 
whereby we Glorify God, and ja which 
we enjoy the Higheſt and moſt Heavenly 
Delights 


- 
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- , Delights:in-ofir own: Minds and 'Spiitts. - F + 
> Bur for all this, 1icannot expedt that +} 
-{ach ſhould be obtained among thoſe that -Þ 
ofter themſelyes tor Readers. as will not - 
- -need the, Inftruttion, Incouragement , _ 
- and: good- Examples. of «the Maniſters.to : 
Which they. b :long.:- And rtherefore'my 
bumble requeſt unro themvis farther, Thirt | 
their greateſt- D:gniries , Riches , orpre- . 
tence of Buſnels or. Bodily Infirmity, -or + 
their reſerving} themſelves for - long and. 
earnelt Preaching /(which L fear, .God.will 
nor blels, when ſet urp tothe contempr'ot 
the Prayers) 'miy not hinder'then from - 
Readirig ſametim:s themſelve;,according - 
toithe good Orders ot our Clerrch, which | 
' they are many ways obliged to obſervey | 
and the more, for that they receive a large | 
ſhare of the Digniries and Benefits rhereoky |. 
but thar once a! Month ar the#leaft ;; they '] 
do moſt Dsvoutly and Solemnly. Read the 
Service of the Church m their own Per- 
ſo1s : thar: thereby the Readers may ſee F 
they have a great lovefor theſame, and be | 
excitedts do rheir Part- the betrera unv- * 
tation of their Maſters. For"certainly atere | } 
isnothing will be b prevalentas.theExans * 
ple of thoſe onwhom they have ſo great de- . 
pendance(and a ſenſe thar they ſhall pleaſe 1 


and 


1 
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and oblige them ) to - make Readers more 
udious and induftrious ro'do their Duty, 
" 'Andto this I alſo.beſeech them to, add one 
thing more ,as that which will be of grear 
avail to beget a reverence and good eſteem 
for, QurPriyers in the minds of the People, 
| andUraw them to attend more Conſtantly 
and Devoutly upon them ;- and that is, 
| That the Miniſters of the Pariſhes will 
._ | never omit-( but when conſtrained there- 
_ | bnto) to be themſelves preſent at. the 
Prayers, when ever they are read in their | 
| own Churches : And allo that herein this 
| City , where Churches are very ncar (in 
ſome of, which Prayers are read twice a 
' | day, and in ſome once) that all the Neigh- 
$ dour Miniſters will come as often Za 
|} tan poſſiblegto fuch Prayers, It hath been 
2 great grief and offence to ſame goo 
-] Men, as lhave heard them complain, that 
| they ſte ſo few Miniſters at the daily Pray- 
| ersar Sr. Chriftophers ; a Church that ſtands 
4 moſt advanragequfly,to give Example and 
4 Influenceto he City nd Kin dom; where 
4 Prayersare read twice every day: and the 
- Example of 4devout Attendance and good 
Performance of Eminent Miniſters of our 
_ | Ehurch in rhat Place , would for ought I 
| know, Influence the whole Nation unto a 
_ greater 
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wrhcer Reverence for the Publick Wore: 
tp according to this Order. OtkersI' 
haveheard complain of the Miniſters res: 
tiring into the Veſtry all the time of Di 
vine Service, as if they came to Church. 
to Study and not to. Worſhi » and were | 
not as much concerned in the Congmon 
Prayers of the Church as the people. 1 
know not what their plea may be in this 
caſe, but I have not been able by my own 
wit to excuſe them to thoſe that have 
blamed them for it: But the worſt come | 
plaint of all hath been againſt fome, who | 
willfit in a Coffee Houſe before a LeCture, 


till Prayers be almoſt done , and rather let } 


their Company be wanting tothe Soleqant 
ty of God's Holy Worſhip, than leave a 


Pipe of Tobacco before it þe {moak'd our, 


or not take their uſual Doſe of Tea or 


Coffee 1 confeſs | have been much troubled 
to hear of it, and am more fo to mentiog 


it, eſpecially thys publickly, if the thing | 


were not notorious, and in no way that } 
know of, I can afſifl the Reformation of 


ſo wellasin this , which 1 hope will plead | 


my excuſe with all Men. w 
I know Miniſters Lark many ways h s 
dred ſometimes , from attendance at d: 


cenſors 


Prayers, and I ana againſt thoſe that are 
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cenforious in imputing their omiſſion to ill 
cauſes; no man delires to preſerve a greater 
Revereace and RelpeCt tor the Clergy of 
our Church than my ſelf, but yer 1 can- 
not excuſe them wholly in this matter , 
{ and therefore Ihumbly beg thar i 

got be reckoned any ſign of diſ-reſj 


4 Bp Rd Py 


have proceeded thus far,fince I believe the 
pood of ill State of this Church depends 
much on the Eſteem or Contempt 1s 


| the Good Order appanted for the fame , 
and the Love and Reverence of the Mi- 
gilters towards it, or their Ne or 
Contempr of it, will very much 1nfluence 
the Minds of the People. . 

- T have but one thing. more ro beg of 
them, which 1 miglt rave leave to preſs 

with ſome cardcſtneſs:* hich isthis , 
That in their Sermonsthey frequently 
anaculcate-the Duty of being conſtant and 
devout 40 attending the Commen Prayer, 
1 and rhat they prove totheir People, That 
1 * is npt only poſſible, but much more 
{| <aſie, 40 be devout inthe uſe of Forms of 
"1 Prayer, than in the Exrempore Way : 
C1 Merhinks when Papiſts out of a Mzlicious 
7 1 Defign to divide us,that they may deſtroy 
» * ) us, 


ono MR. bo & MES dns BE Mo oboe nba be. I 


char in my- Zeal for the Seryice of God1 


| had of its Publick Service of God, and 


Lt eTo4:)-  . 
'tis, and Sepiriaſts from Miſtakes of Scat ; 
Ptyreand Experitnce, cry up'the way of 
Ex -tempcre Prayer in dppoſntion to-the 
Publick Liturgy , and tothe diſtrafting! 
mens minds and dividing the Church 4 
fay”, *farely rhen the Miniſters of oy 
Church thould nor think themſelves wi 
conctrielib>ut the Efteem theit People 
have thereof, and their Devotion'in the 
Uuſe of it. But fince they that are apa 
uson both fides, are ſo earneſt-;n defer 
ng their own ways and reproaching us$z, 
; the Miniſters ſhould nor be remiſs in coun: 
ter-working fach ill defigns*by the molt 
*Rational'and Convincing Preaching b, [2 
EPFaVGaly and Importuniry of Pete 
waſion. | i ; 
| Atld here I* muſt firſt obſerve , Fhatr 
*penetal Exhortarions t# Piety and Hol] 
neſs how Excelleotly and Paſſionately 6 
'ever delivered,” thy they may make Men 
-adintired and followed, and that by'rews 
of ſeveral Perſwaſtons, yet they will not 
have the good effeCt they ſhould, if mens 
_minds' be corrapted with falſe Notions, 
eſpecially about _the exerciſing and e#*; 
prefling of Piety and Holineſs : Bur a3 the] x 
beſt Food*may do Men hurt by reaſon otÞ 
11] Humors-in the Stomach ; -ſo' may ſuch} 
good, J. 
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tpo2d. Doctrine through 1! Principles in 
1 tt Underſtanding. , Suchas think the belt” 
of | way to be holy is to Conſecrate themſelyet, 
be | i the Blood of Heretiques,gr ot ſuch as will 
8 | nor let Chrilf xyle over 'them ( 4 the 
4 Levites, were by” Moſes commtyanded to 
ut hlorate themſelves," every Man on 
| bis Son and on his Brother that had com- 
| mitted Idolatry in worſhipping the Calf) . 
{1 and ſuch as think the way of, holineſs ligg 
[in diſtinftion of Words and Phraſe , Big 
& [in their Garb and Garments, of in tric | 
{ne in ſome Indifferent and Apocriphal, 
1 Obſervances not ifoined by God nor the 
et Church : Nay, if they think it lies in be-. 
#] ing above Ordinances and reje&ting both, 
e| Sacraments, in railing at. Gogs' Miniſters. 


land cenſurin gall their Nei ghbours that are 
ary not of their Sect, "counting 'us all Igno=' 
EI ramus's and Perſecutors, or, ( which is. 
fo moſt my Subject)in condemning all Forms 
en | of Prayer,and all Superjority among Mi-' 
er] niſters as Popiſh agdAnti-chriſtian,and'ap- 
of plauding Independency as the only Scti- 
mJ prural Church Government, and the Ex 
vi femporeWay as the onely AcceptableMode 
*(o Worſhip (and that in publickas well as' 
Wh jiivate) 1 ay, all theſe and whatever 0- 
ef her of like kings ( of which there are 
< Sms Rog 


* 


TY 


| Exhortations to Piety in general terms, 

they make the Application to-Zealin rheiy', 
own Way : Wheref, k thoſe Mi-' 
niſters that do truly believe that a Si 
and Diligent Improvement of .the Orde 
of our Church to the Excerciſe of the molt 
Fervent Devotion towards. God, .and moſt 
Aﬀettionare Communion If. Saints in Ho- 
ly Worſhyp, and.to the, Sandfication of 
our Hearts and Lives,is thy True Way of 
Piety and Holineſs , .agd to. be preferr'd 
before all other Ways whergip-Men pride 
ep Ay i tho Ferre that 
believe thys the. Church of Enp- 
we I rally choſe Woe: are | inert: 


ſhould not think it enou 
Piety in generah, but make 
Application to a Devour lag Conſtant at- 
tendance on, the, Cow 37 er as may 
prevent. the abuſe of, mons 
pa them 


m_— Princi 
ceable to = 


— harp. and Wellfare of thisChurch. 


If we Obſerve the Sel} and | Book 4 
it]. 


of the Nonconforauſts on this Subject, 
will appear that all therDiſcourſes of bo: 
aVe 


aboundance in the, World ) when they 
hear the moſt Powerful and Paſſionate 


s 


— 


ut: anne Leng | hope will do)| 
to preach up | 
e ſuch particular | 
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| have always 


es. Me 
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 nour of God and Salyation of Mens Souls 
- as much, concerned in being devout in 
our Way is in theirs ? Why ſhould nor 


"Prayer in private,or a delight in going fre- 


-_ 
” a 
* x ro 
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- quently to 
"of Gods Worſhip in our way ( efpecally 
- by thoſe that 

4 we have for 
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a ſecret (and very m_—_ iy 
an open) Relation to the Exerciſe thereof, 
in their-own way , and very bad Reflefti- 
ons 0n-ours ( as being but 2 kind of pa» 
>, dang oftentation of Devotion , and 
meer lity and outfide ) Without that 
life and power which'makes it acceptable 
to God, ' and an evidence that we are 
truly Re and his Eleft People, 
and this 1s that which confirms'therr Di- 
ſciples in their own way, and hindersthem 
from ſo much as trying ours. And ſhall 
the Miniſters of our Church be out-done 
by theſe they account Schiſmaticks: Doth 
not 'the Orders and Solomnity of the 
Church deſerve as much zeal :s the novel 
wayycried up with them ? Is: not the Ho- 


a great love tothe Common Prayer, and 
a defire t& attend Gnſtanly on the Office 
thereof in publick” places, be as good a 
fign of true Grace as the love of Extempore 


vateMeeungs,and the negle&t 


eſs ro'approve the Order 
' be counted a {pn of 
R the 


pt 
ir 


=> oy 
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be converted, except they will be damned; 
as well as rhe negletrthereof in thgir way 
(eyen though men do not approve, and 


be pious in ways that differ trom' J 
All 'menknow that no Way or Mode of 


Religion is ſo. good that men ſhould be 
thought good Chriſtians meerly for be- 


ing Educated therein , apd' Profelling to | 
approve the ſame-: 'but rheiri Education | 


© and' Profeſſion: wilt aggravare their fin if 
they be riot ſerious in thar VPay of Religi- 


on, and-ſo will rhe Excellency and Goods: | 
neſs thereof: And -ſhould nor the Mini-\ 
ſters of God, rhar Kavecare of Meris Soils; * 
whomutt bear the blame for ever if God *]' 


bedthonoured, 'or Souls damned throu 


their default ; ſhould not es Coats L 


this, and pag men to a greater loye 
to: God an 


this Church? And' fo Order their'-Con®' 
cerns With Relation thereunto,ſ5 that they | 
-may approve thermſelyes truly Converted || 
and ſuch'as ſhall be Saved. *Tis Seriouſ-. 
neſs 1n ING that ſpeaks Men true Chri-' 


ſtians , and rhis joined with Conſtant 'Ar> 
rendancy bnReligions Daties(which is the 


- 
o 


F- _ F 
the deadly ſtate of carnal mindedneſs and * 
nhrcyenerateneſs , from which men nifſt 


to his Worſhip in tHe Way of: 
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- 


- fruirthereot-Yas their. ſecurity againſt A-? 
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-} bave known are better Chriſt 


+ their Church, 
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4 poſtaty of all kinds, and I muſt ſay this, 
| that however there may be, andI am con- 
] fident are, ſome of all the different Ways 


of Religious Worſhip that are truly Con« 
yerted and ſhall be Saved; of none that I 
ns then they 

| who are Serious and truly Deyout in the 
Way of the Church of England: I know 


| there are many Hypocrites that ſeem {@ 
| andare not, amongſt us as wellas others, 
| but1 ſpeak of the Sincere. And if it be 


fo, fire Miniſters ſhould think it their 
Glory and Joy when they can bring. men 


| from a Carnal and Unregenerate State ,- 


to that which is truly Sprritual and Gras 
. cious. It hath been ſome grief to me to 
ſe that Miniſters on both extreams ſhould 
out-do ours in this matter ; thoſe of the 


1 Papiſts ſeem to exult, not only when they 


can bring one of, our Religion over to 
t when any of their own 
turn from a- Worldly Secular Lite , to 
that which they call Religious and Spi- 


1 ritual : And the Separatiſts not onely pre- 


rend to leave us upon the account , of ' for« 
faking the World and devoting them-" 


ſelves to God, +but to ſet up their Meet= 


4 ingson purpoſe to call others toa more 
1 Spiritual Lite in communion walk-them, 


H- and, 


i Iro id 


and rejoice greatly in their ſucceſs there- 


in;z»and in nothing do» they more” glory 


_ over us than in our-doing us in 'Serioule 
neſs and Intention in the Matters of Reli- : 


gion., And ſhould we give them cauſe fo 
wdo?. 
It ſeems to-me, in very.deed, there is 


t00 great cauſe of the ſame Complaint in 
Chriſtian States (where Men are-Chriſti- 


ans by their Birth-right) as was in that of | 


the Jews under the Law , That there ts 
none that underſtandeth and /eeketh after 
God , and much more then was in the A- 


- Poſtles rimes (where men choſe Chriſtia- | 


nity though accompanied with reproaches 
and perſecutions) when yetit isfaid, That 


all minded their own things, -and notthe 


things of Jeſus Chriſt: The Warſhip and 
Honour of God and our Saviour, is not. ſo 
dear tomenas their Secular Advantages. 
Men do not belicyeor coghider that it 1s. of 


neceſfity to their Salvation to love God), 


aboye all, .to do all thatwever they. do' 
with a greater relation to his Honour than 
to theig own Carnal Advantages ; and 


that the careleſs in negle& of theſe Holy' 
Offices, . when they might order it fo-as- 


to have time to attend them, gives great 


ſuſpicion they live to themſelves and nor” 
to 


= 


T x22 } ; 
to'God , and are yet but Carnally Minded 


and ina State of Spiritual, Death. Mes 
| thinks therefore, thoſe w e Care of 
| Mens Souls ſhould be Jeall 


ver them, 
leſt that all cheir Labour ſhould be in vain, 
whilſt men continue thus under their Mi- 
niſtry, and be in Travel as Women with 
Child, for their Regeneration. *Tis cer- 


| rainly a woful ſign when Miniſters have 


no greater Concern than to get Money and 

' to make the beſt of his Livmg,, and little 
regard whether his People, be pious of 
profane: God complains heavily of this 


» | in many places of Scripture. And it were 
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ealie to declaim againſtit in many words 
if 1t were not ſufficiently done by ofhers;, 
and alſo fo evidentin it felf, that no Mi- 
niſter that will but think on't, 'can be ip- 
norant of the great finfulneſs of ſuch a 
Temper; and that as the Wrath of God 
and multiplied Curſes of Souls damned 
by their negleQ, awaitthem an the World 
to come, ſo'they are the griet of good 
| men, and the ſcorn of bad ones ingthis 
World. They cannot butknow that it 1s 


| they that make Men Separatiſts, while 


no Man that hath any Concern for his 
Sou), can indure to live under a Miniſter 


that regards the Souls of 'his People not 
_—_ H 2 ha 


le 5 44; 15 
' Half ſo much as be doth the Life of his 
Beaſts: And I wonder they can blame any 


Man for e uring their ſuſpenſion , 
{ince they on true Chriltzans, who 
had rather ſee ſo many Souls damned, as 


may be in danger of it by ſuch mens neg» 
lect, then that they ſhould be diſpleaſed 
by a Juſt Sufpenſion that a better may 
| - taketheir Place. For my part I with all 
[* Pariſhioners were convinced of their Duty 
| - inthzkind,and would endeavour all that * 
1s poſlible in juſt ways, to remove ſuck: 
Miniſtgrs: And thoſe that are moſt oftended- 
at this, ſhould labour in this before they 
think of ſeparating from the Church, and 
thoſe that have not thought of this, which 


run into the wrong way of. Separation. 


tion of rhis Church by her beſt Miniſters, | 
and when they have reſolved to do their 


Miniſters, according as the I:aw requires, 
. i letthem.in Gods Name, fee that their Mi- 

; maſters 'do theirs too , in taking care of the | 
” © "Souls of their People, and petformi 


was the right way toeaſe their grief, but | 


P. let them now return at the earneſt Invita- | 


Duty to. Gog , to#the:Church and thar | 


what the Law of God: and the Church | 


CO —_— 


: requires of them ; and if by. bumble ln- 
«treaties , and 2 pious. Example and as 
Attend» 
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more Faithful on 
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Attendance for their Reformation , they 
cannot prevail wah them , they - ought 
to complain to the Biſhopof the Diocefles , 
ro endeavour their Suſpenſen ; and that 
y be Intruſted with 
the Cure of ther Souls: And it frems a 

reat Afpumem to I ag pang all Notcon- 
ormilts that are truly Pious to return to - 
the Communion of our Church, and to 
indeayour to approve themſelves Deyout 
and Piousin the Othces of Gods Worſhip 
adminiſtred therein, that by ſo doing they 
may be greatly helpful to the Reformation - 
of- things amiſs, to the incouraging the 
good and removing unwerthy Miniſters, 
to the honour of our Religion , and Sal- 
vation of mens Souls: And 1 beheve there 


be many P:ous Biſhops ;n this Church thar 


would be glad to have ſuch juſt proof of + 


the miſdemeanors and neglects of * their 
Clergy, as might inablaghem to remove 


| ſuchasdeſerye it, and put into Imploy- - 


ment thoſe that are able andPwilling to do 
better, and there are many ſuch to my 
knowledge,who can have no Imployment 
inthe Church, while theſe naughty Per-- 


* ſonsby the favour of careleſs and profane - 


Patrons , get into good Livings : AndI 


look.on it as none of the leaſt miſchiefs of | 


H 3 Sepa- 


Separation, that thereby thoſe that ſhould 
'. be Inſtruments, of Reforming the Paros» 

.chial Churches by Example, Admonition, 

and Aſſiſting the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, 

( which cannot take place through the. 

prevalency of prophaneſs,and mayority of 

evil Micn)forſake them and leave Miniſteri 
and People to periſh together, at leaſt for 
any thing they will do to helpthem. *Tis 
not enough for ſuch-to rail-againſt 11] Mi- 
- Niſters and corrupt Communzons ; for if it 
be found that through their unjuſt for- 
faking the Church to join 1n Separate So-. 
cieties , 1t comes to paſs that evil men 
cannot be expelPd as they ought, their 
* profeſſed deteſtation oft ſuch will not ex- ' 
| cuſe them, but aggravates ther guilt: But 
this SubjeCt hath been ſufficiently Handled 
by others, | onely thought fit romention 
| it atthis Seaſon. * Ce. 

But as | have Gu expreſſed my Diſlike 
of thoſe Miryſters that are Negligent ina 
Charge of ack Infinite and Eternal Con- 
cernment ; ſo'l cannot but declarc my 
great "ae for ſuch as are Diligent and 
Faithful : and many.ſuch there are God be 

thanked, in the City and Kingdom, how- . 

ever ſome Ganke bran have' reported; 

them ſo few that they are next to none, + 
| And. 
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And da heartily congratulate the hap+ 
py ſucceſs of ſuch Miniſters; ſuch , who 
m Conſcience of their Afſeny and Conſent 
to the Orders of this Church ,” have taltent 
upon them the conſtant daily Readin 
of the Common Prayer in their Pariſh 
Churches , and thatdo frequently'Admis - 
tuſter the Lords Supper therein; that do 
not makethe backwardnefs of their People 
to come to Prayers and the Sacrament;,'a - 
pretence for their: own neglect :( whert - 
they never tried how forward they«would - 
be if they had opportunity and godd in». 
ftcuction} butſet themſelves to.-do- their - 
part(in waiting;on theMiniſtries to:which: 
they are called)and to perſwade the People 
todo theirs, and to-begg: Gods Blefling 
on their endeavours :. -l@ this way they - 
hare found: ſucceſs beyond their oxpeCta« 
4ton-;. the-numbers of thoſe that have at- 
tended the Prayers and: Sacrament being 
much greater than-what flothful Miniſters | 
do ordznarily ſuggeſt to be likely; and 
their own cotafort and fatisfation'in per- 
forming their Duty , andtheir-delight in 
the good Succeſs of it, being fav beyond 
that of the negligent in ifherr- carnal caſe 
and ſenſual pleaſures. And I have great 
hopes that if other. Miniſters would fol 
H 4 low: 
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tow their good Example (eſpecially at this: | 


time) it would be a means to reſtore the 
| Unity , Peace and Glory, of this Famous 
Charch ; and+:te prevent the Confufions 
and Troubles we ate afraid of 5 and to 
eftabliſh-us on ſuch ſure Foundations, that 
the Gates of Hell , the Subtileſt Counſels 
of the Jeſuits , and Banning of all-ſorts 
of Fanatiques, ſhallnot be ableto deſtroy 


us; or alter the Excellent Conſtitution of- 


this well ſettled Church. And I'moſt 
humbly beſcech thoſe Miniſters,. thart.by 
their Pious ang Unblamable Lives and 


Excellent Preaching , have obtained a 


great Reputation among the People, and 
a potent Intereſt in has Aﬀe@ons , thar 
they will new ſhew themſelves hearty 
Friendsto this Quurch , and be very De- 


youtand Serious in Performing the Offices 


of God's Publick Worſhip according tay 
the Preſcription theredf , and Zealous in 
perſwading the People to artend the ſame, 
that now the inforcement of the Laws 
brings many Difſenters ro Church, 'who 


formerly never came there , we may ihew | 


them the practice of our Publick Devo- 


. tion in its own" Beauty and Excellency; | 
and this would be more effectaal ro their 


through Converſion to the Union and 


Com-" | 
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Communion of our Church then any DÞi- 
ſpures or elaborate Diſcourſts.” And 1 a 
fo beſtech thoſe Miniſters that are moſt 
Strict Obſervers of the External Pzrt of 
the Rubrick, and moſt Zealotis Aﬀertors - 
of the Lawfulnefs and Excellency of all 
' things in our Church Order, that they 
will alſo ſhew themſelves as Zealous Pra- 
Ctiſers of the Internal Part , viz. Of that 
Devotion that is agreeable thereunto;; and * 
lead a Life in other things that may adorn 
the Order of this Church, and allure Di 
ſerzers into the Communion thereof :* And 
I believe this would do mch more good 
than reproaching them' with their former 
mk ri, putting a harſh mterpre- 
ration on their prefent Gomplignces; than 
exulting in the execution of the Laws, 
and ufing bitter mveChves in, Sermons 
or Diſcourſes, againſt them. J would. not 
be thought to diſcourage any in what s 
truly their Dury, or to oppoſe the Defign 
of our Governours in their . prefent mm- 

 forcement of the | Laws of the Land: 
| as 4 believe, they delign onely the 


bringing the: Nonconfermiſts to a ſober 
and ferious Conſideration of *their. Dery , 
and a fairhtul and impartial Enquiry: aftes 
Saruſaftion in fuck things as they fcruple. 

| + 8 Thar 


Worſhip © 
- bis Houſe is filled , and bids that: men be 


. 
of , 
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That we, may al Unite in the Solemn. 
p that God who 1s.pleaſed when 


conſtrained to. me in. That we may 
Live in Chriſtian Charzy and keep the 


 Bondof Peace (now much looſened by 


our different Orders and diſtinct Commu- 
nions. ) That we may Join together to Op- 
poſe the Popiſh Deligns (which are muck 
furthered by our Diviſions ) Finally, Thar 
we may -provoke one another to Love, 


Honour, and Obey our Superiours, and'to 


Incouragetheir Government-by moſt rea- | 
dy and free Aſſiſtance ; and may lay ade 
all unjuſt,ſuſpiciousand froward.oppoliti> , 
ons,whereby they may be provoked: that 
that ſo at laſt thefe may be no other ſtrife, 
but whether the Prudence and Sweene(s | 
of their Government, or the Hunutiry and 
Reverence of our Obedience, ſhall bethe 
greater. *y 
And although the , Penalties. which _ 
the Laws inflict on .Diflenters ſeerſe- 
vere, Yet ſince the Execution theres 
of is committed to a moſt Mercitul Prince, 
furniſhed wih-the Advice and Counſel ot 


moſt Pious,” Prudentand Moderate Bi- f. 


ſhops, and by his Prerogative Royal he 
may make ſuch Relaxations and Moderzs 


tions |. 
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| | tions therein as the Circumſtances of Per- + 
ſons and Things require , I cannot think 


it my. duty or any mans elſe, to diſcourage 
any. man ( eſpecially the Mimſters, as 
naw oblidged ) an preſentifig ſuch as do 
not Communicate in our Publick Wor- 


ſhip , eſpecially in the Blefſed Sacrafnent. . © 


And1cannot but obſerve this in our. Ex 
cellent Conſtitution, That as the Severi- 
ty of the Laws. againſt thoſe that FaCti> - 


oully  Diflent from the Publick Order, . - 
' and affront the Wiſdom, of -Law-makers ; 


by ſetting up their Self-choſen Ways 
againſt that they preſcribe: I ſay, as this ._. 
doth ſecure the. Peace of the Kingdom as 
well as it can be; ſo their allowing to the - 
King his Prerogative Royal andSupream +» 
Headſhip in Eccleſiaſtical. Aﬀuirs , pro- 

vides better fos what 'Toleration and Cons 
mvance .s needful. towards . Peaceable 


Conſciencious Difſentors, than»any of the .- » 


Model; in which ſome men have taken fo 


great pains to dire the Parliament what - * 


Laws to make : bur all this on the by. 

I know ſome will think me over Zea- 
lous, and. that it were better..to. encou- 
rage Miniſters in their Comphance with 
the. Nonconformiſts ; their Connivance at 


the-r Meetings and their breach of Order, 


and 
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and negle of their Duty in  _ 
rorwnarrogrl Cefn or 


by omit 
6. Bur although 
bon many Srv v4 1 all, and would 
our hls rened | onedn 


part ron not think m—_ dung to remit 
any thing of our Duty toeGod and our 
' Governours for that Reaſon ; neither-do I 
think that Edification hes mn being hu. 
mored in that kind, 1 am fure the Feate of 
the Church doth not: Hear what Mr.Ba+- 
ter writes og this Subject ,.and I doubt not 
it will be better taken from him than from 
me. Cure pag. 292.” ' 
« The Paſtors who will preſerve the. - 
** Churches mult not be ſo tender of pre- 
+ ſerving their Intereſt 'in the Religions 
w « Perſon of their Charge (ſuch as Partſhi- 
* oners to their own Miniſters ) as to de- 
Parr from Sober Principles and Ways, 
* ( ſuch as thoſe inthe Church of England 
* are in ourJudgmentsXo pleaſe them,&e: 
and 2 Ittle Liber ** This pleaſing men. * 
* 1s not the Way of - Peace , 1t may prove 
© 2 Palliate Cure for the preſent , bur pre- 
<« pareth-for after Troubles and Confu- 


© flons. — for the weakneſs which cneth 


& one Error today may cry up more to 
© morrow (and *tif fo, in crying down” 
one 
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| 
will pleaſe them, then you mult 

% them, except you repent ; and then 

* might at nf cherper rates have for- 
© ſook them juſt where they forſook the 
j . © Wayof Truth and Peace ( ſuch is the ob- 
ſervance of the Order of our Church.Y- 

For though Mens Humours , and Cor- 
rupt Aﬀetious , and Erroneous Conceits 
_ be gratified hereby ; yet their Reaſon 

and Conſfaence is not: When men conſi- 
der. it ſerioufly , that the Miniſter doth a- 
painſt the Laws and Orders made wuh 
_ greateſt Advice of Church and State ; a- 

gaifſt the Pablick and Solemn Declaration 


Pratſe ——— 3 againſt his 


Promiſe at his Ordination , and al 


y 
Peace of the Church: 1 ſay , when they 


and Confcience approve the Omiſſions , 
Alterations or Additions which ſome take 
liberty ro make in the Muters of God's 


the violation of ſuch Obligarions in Sacred 
"Things ( ths RY ſmall) carries m 
| ir the appearance of contempt of God 
and his Church : God looks we ſhou'd be 


I 


© one thing in our Service) and if you 


of his Aſſent thereunto , and Conſent to 


Sabſcriptions; and againſt rhe Unity and - | 


conſider this, they cannot in their Reaſon = | 


Worſhip preſcribed by the Rubrick. For 


Juſt 


© >. 
7 
2 
l 
. 
, 


» © 
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Juſt and Faithful to our Promiſes in {malt 
things as well as great, and.it- it were 
lawtal forthemto Promiſe, it 18neceſſary 


for-them to be careful to Perform : .It is }. - 


not haſte of Bulineſs or any kind of a- 
vocation. ( that can- otherwiſe be ſuppli- , 
ed.) that can excuſe the curtailing of the 
Service ;- nothing but what. a Man may 
juſtly thisk the Church would. have al» 
lowed for an excuſe if ſhe had fore-ſeen it, | 
or.in equty would .diſpenſe* with her 
Laws for, can diſcharge: the Conſcience. - 
from the Obligation of this Promiſe at 
any time. Therefore it any one topleaſe - 
his own private fancy,or to gratify others, 


| leavesout or puts ingor alters any thing of 
- the Service, I eanfnot think bur he ſins a- 


gait God,. and I am ſurehe givesoffence 
to-many that have a Reverence forthe Or- 
ders of the Church. ,and' ſcandal -to thoſe 
that have not; and incouraggs others ta 
reject anddiſobey themin ner matters, 
Bur-that which-is worſt of all, is , that 
-divides the Miniſtry and the Church: 


'-Some are counted Moderate Men. and 


Friends to Nonconformiſts and -Difſentors, 
whilft other , har believe rheſe to be Schiſ- 
matiques, and the Church to have given 
them ng cayſe af diſpleaſure, and theres 
fore 


fore ſtrictly. 6bſerve .the Orders of the 


Church, and ſeekto bring the Difſentors 


to Repentance andareturn to thar Duty, 
they are branded as Popiſhly AﬀeCted; Per« 
ſecutors and High Church Men, are many 
ways rendred contemptible to the Vulgar. 


- It-ſeems tome a thing much to be defired, 


that Miniſters-would agree to be. Uniform 
in their Practice in theſe Matters ; and 
that they would all thronghly ſtady the * 
Rubrick, and agree together in what caſes 
they may-be excuſed from the. ſtrict obs» 
ſexvances of ſuch things which many con» 
ſtantly omit and: others very often , .and 
let the People know it;- that we may not 
thigk it proceeds from condemning them- 
ſelvS of doing amiſs in their promiſes to 
obſerve allandevery thing,from differences . 
of Judgment about the. lawfulneſs of ſuch 
Things, or the conterhpt.of Publick Or 
der ; and in. what caſes we may expect it 
and ith what not: And I think if the Mi-. 
nilters of the Cities did begin this Agree- 
ment, it might give great Satisfaction and 
good Example to the Country., I have 
heard ſome Country Miniſters (that are for 
Strict Obedience). complain of the.de- . 
fects of ſome Eminent Perſons in this Ciry 
inthis matter of tollowing the DureQions. 
| of 


a : 


caaled through ignorance thereof,thatthey 


| * had never throughly Read ir. Certainly 
this is a great reproach,and ſhould be con- ' 


ſidered ; and fince the chief ſtrength of 


| this Church conſiſts in the refpe&t which - 


1s given by its Miniſters (eſpecially thoſe 
thac ſhould be Examples to the reſt) ro 
* the Rules and Orders thereof, and their 
Unity and good Agreement in obſerving 
the ſame 7 1 hope this Advice will not be 
deſpiſed , and I am fure this will make 


much for the —_— of the People, « 
iſtraed and divided by 


who are much 
the different Practices ( as well as Jadge- 
ments ) of the Conforming Miniffers , 
and would be more diſpoſed to ſeek a ge- 
 neral Satisfaction in all things that con- 
cern their duty in conforming to the Oc- 
ders of the Church , if their Scruples 
were not too much Juſtihed by theſt Irre- 
gularities; and they would be a thouſand 
times more like to be Reformed and 
brought into good Order by the Mzthods 
preſcribed by the Laws of Church and 
State, if - they had not this to fay for 


themſelves, That, thoſe who Profecute * | 


them for breaking the Laws , make but 
7% little 


of the Rubrick , and that they have found 
by Diſcourſe with them, thar it hath been . 


«\ 


fn > i 
= . 
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little Conſcience of keeping them theny. 


Gol 


[ 125 3 


felves, or ſuffer othgrs (that profeſs te be- 
lieve all —_—— and lawful that are 
ordered). to walk diſorderly, not obſery- 
ing the kaw , but through beghng*ns 
_ the Wiſdom. of Church and 
Stateas much as they do : whereas they 
not, becauſe they fear to diſhonour 
and offend againſt the DiCtates of 
their own Conſciences, an4 would ſwear 
( as Thave heard many ſay ) thats is not 
ro ſerve any Intereſt, but out of pure 
Conſcience they Conform nag (although 
I fear, they bave not uſed due ways of 
Satisfa@ion. ). Now it is mighty bard to 
give them a REaſon why ſuck Men ſhould 

indulged in their diſobedience, and 
they puniſhed. I eenfefs could we fay 
that theſe Men proſecute the End of the 


- Law , which is the Edification of "the 


Church, and the Peace and Proſperity of 
the State, and Unity and Charity in cach 
Mans Pariſly; in which Caſes ſome things 
at ſome aimes , may be diſpenced with; 
(and a man may be fure the Law-makers 


meant they ſhould : ) or could we fay it 


weWlike to win the Scrupulous Diſten- 

tors,that theſe men paſs over many thi 

thacthe Church injoyns, and lone 
ows 


hw \ . 
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allows not for their ſakes; we might 
fay ſomewhat to purpoſe to filence_rhis 
complaint , -but ir is hard to prove;either, 
(when ſo- many Worthy Perſons of this 
Church have written ſo much reithe con- 
tary, and T'wenty Years Experience dif- 
p—_ it ; ) therefore the beſt way ro bung 

onconformiſts-ro Reverence and ODey 
the Publick Order, and co promote Peace, 
Amity ' and Evification , is , For theſe 
that ave called Contormidable Mimilters \, 
to take care molt ſtrictly to obſerve the 
ſame Pyblack Order themſelves , and to 
have frequent Conferences Perſonal and 
by Letters , for the effeCting a gegeral A- 
greement ; arming themſelves: thergn-: 
And I moſt humbly beſcech the moſt Re- 
verend the Arch-Biſhops , and Right Re- 
verend Biſhops of this Church, to rake 
the Matter into their Serious Thoughts , .. | 
and Conſider what Concern they have 
herein ; ſince the- different wviſages of Mir 
nIiters in'Carhedrals and in Pygſence of the - 
Biſhop himſelf, | gives great. affence to 
fomethat hold the fore-mentioned Oblt- 
gation of the Laws , and toa Uniformuty: 
inall things, and gives greateſt | 
to the Argument of the Difſentors againſt 
their being proſecuted for not obſerrung 
them, ©. I 
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Theres one 'Thing 1 muſt particularly 
mention on this occaſion , which the Ru- 
brick molt plainly orders , bur is omitted 
even in moſt Cathedrals , (viz. ) The 
Adminiſtring the Sacrament every Sun- 
day , atthe leaſt in Cathedral Churches, 
ard I mention it, becauſe I believe the due 
performance thereof , and the prepara- 
tions requiſite to the ſame, would be. a+ 
917 means tg reform. the Manners of 
thoſe that officiate in Choirs, and the 
Officers belonging thereunto, and, of tbe 
Servants of the Biſhops and the Chief of 
the Clergy, who ought frequently to .at- 
rendthe the ſame(as well as the Prieſts and 
Deacons) and: may be ea(ily brought ro it 
by the Authority of their Maſters (and no 
. doubt matiy Devout Perſons in the City 
would come alſo). and this Solemnity,per- 
formed as it ought, I verily believe would 
bea meansto reitore much of the Primitive 
Devotions; which the Errors and Diſputes, 
of the late 'Times of Liberty and Licen- 
cioulneſs had almoſt utterly. extinguiſhed ; 
and I believe alſo that the Zeal and 1 Deva- 
tion of the Biſhops and chief Miniſters of 
this Church, in thus promoting Piety and 
' Deyotion , and indeavouring ſuch a Rex, 
farmartion inthe Place of their —_ 
and. 


ht ; + | & es 
'and among the Officers that depend moſt 


on them, would mightily convince the - 


Diſſeytors of their Sincerity in Religion, 
and filence their ſeandalous reports of 
them, and induce a greater Reverence 
and Reſpect towards them among all the 
People. And lam apt to think the woful. 
Contempt that is caſt on the Clergy by 
the generality of the People, 1s permitted 
by Allmighty God asa puniſhment for the 
ſo great negleCt of his moſt Solemn Chri- 
ſtan Office in that Place which ſhou!d be 


an Etample to all others, and would have ' 


a great Influence on them. 


_ TConclude this Diſcourſe with my hearty 
Prayer ro Allmi:hty God that he will indue 


by Miniſters with Ri. hteouſneſs, and make . 
.. av C boſen People Forfal. 


m_ —_— let. outth. —_—_R__— 
—— a — 


' I ſhall now add to the People as I did + 


to the Miniſters, an earneſt Exhortation, 


That they will ſcriufly conſider this Mat- . © 


ter , and attehd the  performazice of their 


Duty therein ; that I may nor loſe all my. . - 


labour in direAing theix. Behaviour. 


If Men will no; diſpoſe themſelves to. 


ſerious Conſideration we- were as n 


bh 
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talk to men aſleep, or to the dead neither 
God hath made any promiſe , or can men 
haveanty hope that ſuch ſhall ever be in- 
_ lightned with the knowledge - of the 

Truth, as will not open the' Eyes of their 
Minds to receive it. The moſt Glorious 
Light of Spiritual and Eternal Life ous 
Bleſſed. Saviour , even he gives Light to 
none; but thoſe that will awaken them- 
ſelves and ariſe from the dead ; and what 
-. can it be hoped a Candle ſhould do after 
the Sun? Men had formerly - learnt to 
:talk of ſpiritual drowſineſs and death; as 

if it Were bound upog us by ſuch a faral 
_ neceſſity as muſt ſop8 all Exhortations 
to be vain; but I hope. men have ſince 
been better taught ; for neither rhe fin of 
our firſt Parents, nor our own faults, cr 
fo far conſtitute us Bruits, but that we 
ww (if we will ) ſbew our ſelves Men ; 
an 
.to do, thanin "Things moſt immediately . 
relating to the Honour of God, and'our « 
Higheſt Felicity ; for on. this very Ac- . 
count he hath given us more Underſtand. - 
ing than the Beaſts of the Field, and made 
us capable of doing him Honour, nd 
being thus happy : Thereare four:Excer- 
ciſes of our Reaſon about Senſual Plea- 
| ſures, 


% 


in nothing doth it more concern us fo - * 


'- much pur 


_ - 
. 
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ſures , huthave their- likerieſs in the Na» 
tural Sagacity and Inſtincts in Brutes,: and 
i things of that Nature theſe ſcem-to as 
| le as they; but in that we 
conlider of God and Invifible Things; 
and perform Religious Worſhip in.a fit 

nd decent manner. .; this is the Privis 
[edg of Mankind onely , and herein doth 
their Honour and -Felicity chiefly conſiſt, 
But alaſs , how do Men cloſe their Eyes 


and hardeg their Hearts willfully , until 


they provoke God to do it judicially and 
becanſe they would noghave the Light' of 
'Truth ſhine into their Minds, nor the 
Power thereof 1 
reſolves they ſhall not: Oh woful Condi- 
tion! When men ſay to God depart from 
us , Wedelire not-the knowledge of thy 
Ways , and God ſaith to men depart from 
me, Iwill never own ſach Workers of 
Iniquity. And Yet as-woful-as 4t is, 4t 
ſeems to me that there be but few that 


| * dreadthis. What other ſenſe can be put. on 
the Language of moit Mens Lives and 


Converſations, but that they ſpeak them 


ma their Souls, :God * 


Contemners of Gods gracious Preſence in * 


the Places where he puts hisName, (4. e.) 

which he calls h js Houſe, placeth his Rel- 

dence there, and owng it for a - 
an 


S 


s ® . 
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" and from whence he confers his Bleſlin 


and Favours upon us, where we behold 


'» the Beauty of hjs Pleaſed Face when he 


lifts up the Light of his Countenance up- 


on us in the Comfortable Promiſes "of 


his Holy Goſpel ; where we offer up our 
ſelves in Sacrifice unto him and fing his 
Praiſes, and powre out our Souls before 
him in Holy Deſires, Humble Complaints, 
and. Hearty 'Thankſgivings for his Mercy 
m the performance of theſe holy Offices 
wherein we Worſhip him ; for thus. is 
God preſent in the place of Holy Afſem- 


 blys. In this Preſenceof God good Chri- 


ſhans find a Fullneſs of Joy, and value 
it above the hight Injoyments of the 
World : - Byt how few do approve them- 
ſelves ſach by this Charater? Do not the 
moſt among us ſhew a great diſ- xegard to 
vur Publick Prayers, and ſeem not to care 
whether ever there were any or yot? It. 
may be, finee the LM 'and the State of 
Things even forceth them to recede from 


' their Worldly Imployments and Carnal 


Divertiſements on the Lords Day , they - 
will defire that they may have'a good 
Preacher that may then entertain theni 
with good Language and quaint Notions .. 


topleaſe their Ears (while they little re- 


gard 


'& 23K 


gard ds Matter of "his Sermon , but. 


much lefs.. the Solemn Service of God. 
performed by our Common Prayers, But. 


" whereas we havean Order molt 
and comfortable to pious eas reg, L 


_ Publick- Prayers daily ,- that thoſe 
e not lindred by. neceflary:Provi- 
ts; 0 ry and Famly -, or os 


ther- Works of Juſtite and Mercy , may. 


conſtantly. mjoy the Hedvenly 


of Gads Houle, in Clntian Communi- 


onand Fellowſhip of the ——_ _ 
.cemtainly are abqve ancan be toun 
| bee. and for a Freedora whereunto- a 
ul Eſtate is more deſirable than up-" 
on = other accoum wharſaever: ):yet 
notw1 this, many oftbeRychelt 
and. moſt I Perſons 'never : take- 
carethawthis Order be obſerved-in their. 
own-Parifh Churches; and when it 1s, will 
ſcarce gyer come there., but make: that 


which ſhould give Mem-the greateſt Ad- . 


and Obligation to come, tobe 4' 
Hindrance thereunto : I mean that Men 


make uſe of their Rickes torun themſelves | 
ifto ſuch vaſt 'Frades- and troubleſome: - 
Projects, whereby they are ſo-incunibred - 
. with Cares and Labours , that they are. 


leſsat leaſure for Gods Service than the: 


Poor * 
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| poor and indigent 3 or elſe ( if they itr- 


cline more to. pleaſure than profit ) they 
take nocare to order their Carnal Diver- 
, uſements, rhat they may be no hindrance 


| to the Service of God ; but make them 


more joyful and zealous therein ( tho this 
they ought to do)hut ſuffer theſe to ingrofs 
pl their time and exhauſt all the vigor and 
ength of their minds, that either they 
| never cometo Church art all '( at leaſt on 
week days )) orif they dg they are more 
"ready to ſleep than pray , and are far from 
[taking ſuch delight in theſe Spiritual Ex- 
caſes as they find in Carnal \Recreations : 
Nay, many I have obſerved that will ſtand 
altogether idle and unimployed( athing 
'that ſeems tedious to Nature it'felf ) and 
yet will notdivert themfelves with goin 
to Church; and in this 1 have obſerved 
"the Female Sex moſt guilty , who being 
'not fo ſubject to be incumbred with buſi- 
-neſs as Men , and often wanting oppor- 


_ . 


| -tunity of Company, Sports and Paltimes, 


have nothing clſe to do; and yet hving. 
mear the Churches where Prayers are daily 
' read, ſeldom or never come there: Now 


- | what le doth this Gignify then that ſuch 


| care-not for. God, nor think of their de- 
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if he will, and remove the Throne of 
his Glory to ſome other place , let him 
{end his Miniſters to them that have time 
-and compoſure to hear them 5 they have 
other things to do , -and ſtudy and cares of | 
another nature, which they think ſufficient 
excuſefrom hearkning; to what God faith | 
for their Spiritual Confolation and In» 
ſtruction; from ſeeking his Bleſſing , or 
owning his Providence, or adoring his 
Holineſs ; they hope to do well enough 
without God ,, and practically fay to him' 
as Herbert exprefleth it, We know where 
we canbetter be, thanto ſerve thee; or ras 
ther , as in the Prophet , We are Lords, 
ave will not come to thee ; What is the All- 
wighty that we ſhould ſerve him , and 
Ke 2 profit ſhall 29e have if we call upon 
him ? Therefore we deſire not the Funke 
of bis Ways : We will not trouble our 
heads with Conſidering how we may belt 
- Honour and Pleaſe him, give us Riches, | 
Honours and Pleafures of the World, and 
takethoſe of rhe other who will. 

To ſuch as theſe I would firſt ſpeak (if 
it were poſiible ro make them hear):I| 
would bur azk them,Whether if they were 
in place of the Al!mighty , they would | 
bear to be ſo ſkghted? Tknow their pride] - 


< FER A 2 DRC EE Io >.08 7h "S408 WEART_E . -.” 


EIT 


will.help here to ſhew them their own/fol- - 
_ ly. "Tis impoflible for fuch Men to think 


(it they would but think ont) but that 


God will right himſelf when thus {lighted 
. tf he can,and much leſs poflibleto think he 


cannot : And will he that is God -from-E- 
verlaſting to Everlaſting, that gave'Being 
to all Things in his own Time, and brings 
themto nothing at his own Pleaſure! be 
diſappointed of the Honour-for which he 


; bath Made and ſtill Governs this World ? 


and that by ſuch-a worm ag;man ; and 
net Vindicate the ſame ? Will he nottake 
thatGlory by hisjuſt punifament., which 
they would not given the Ofhces of Di- 
vine Worſhip #And can the. Proudelt Man 
4nthe World ever think. to -re{iſt Omni- 
potency,o; fly from Gods Omni -preſence? 
Tf God ſhould de no more but with-draw 
his Divine Influences, we and all che 
things we love and honour above him, 
perith together : And can Men hupe God 
will attend fuch with his Supports and 
pracious Influences, -that witl not attend 
him with their Prayers and Praifes?' Ir 
may-be theſe Men will ſay they do not-be-" 
.leve Allmighty God takes; this for any 


-*affront , bur rather eſteems fuch zealas 1 


- commend a work of Supe1=2rogaticn. 
I z But 


Cos” 
_- But I dare fay theſe Men will-be of ano- , 
ther Mind when Sickneſs or Sorrow make 
them dSober., and eſpecially when they 
-approachto. Death or Judgment : I'neyer 
knew any that talked at this rate, but 
that one time or: ather_. have confeſſed, 
"that:ſuch words came not from their Rea- 
ſors or Conſcience , but from their Pride 
-and Paſſion; and that they were forc*d to 
'have.a ſecret Revererice for Devout Men, 
and to Condemn themſelves; for their neg- 
le& of: God, and his Service : "Fherefore 
T hope. none will be diſcouraged by:rtheſe | 
filly ſcoffs ,, fromattending thedaily Pray- 


"There 15no Man that Eonſulrs his own + 
Reaſon ,. or Gods Revelations ,, but muſt 
think Gods Honour is dearer to him thay 
theſe Men ſpeak, and that we giverthim 
-more immediately in this way than any 
other; and that norhing-can be really dane 
for Gods Honour, 4f men be not careful 
49. honourum 10; this ; ; becauſe in this 
we give'him greateſt honour; therefore 
-the love. of Pablick Worſhip hath ever-_ 
been eſteemed the hy!ſt Principle of all 
that which: may, truly be called Religi- 
on. Thole whoare recorded for the moſt 
Holy Men and Women 1n Scripture, have 

__ been 


, Beauty , they 
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been the ” eo lovers of Gods Houſe ; 


and that Ypon this very account , That 
there his Honour dwelt and his Glory 
appeared, Yhey were inamotired of his 

&Gred to be 1n{truRted by 
his Wiſdom , atfiſted and comforted by his 
Grice , and prepared for Heavenly Glo+ 
ry ; and this made them love the Place 
where they ſte and injoy him to theſe 
great Purpc fe. Apaty, 'ts moſt evident 
to conſidering men , That it wasthehap- 
pineſs of the Stateof Innocency, that Man 
had nothing elſe to do but to Worſhip 
and Praiſe his Maker*; (at leaſt rothing 
that might divert him from-it.) - And 
that it ſhall be our cliet Happineſs inthe. 


'Þ State of Glory, to be freed from all' Cum- 


po 
l 
i 
e 
n 


berſome, Labours and Cares, *and. all Di-- 
ſtraQting Profecurions* and 'Carnal'Plea- 
ſurcs ; and ſhall then continvally attemd 
Divine Offices ,. as that which js our onely 
perfect Bliſs and Fehciry : ant therefore 
thofe rhat do not efteem' themſelyes the + 
more Happy for having a 'Recefs from 


'Worldly Buſinefithar they jay more free- _ 
ly and f 


requently artend* Divine Offices ; 
are under a preardeluſion : 'and'thoſe thar - 
do'wilt ſhew it by their practice. * 


12 2. That 


[138] Mi 
| v Fhat God who made all rhyngs* for 

himfelf, - hath created and made us as his. 
Church and People (in an efpecial man-, 
ner) for his Glory (or as the Apoſtle )- 
For the praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, * 
Epb. 1.(5. e. ). That we might ſhew forth 
his praiſes ; And all Chriſtan Aﬀdemblies 
are chiefly Conſtituted and Appointed for 
thoſe Holy Offices ,wherein we do this , 
and therefore for Men to call themſelyes 
Chriſtians and Members of ſuch Aſem- 
blies , and deſpiſe Publick Worſhip for 
which they were made ſo, is a great affront 
to the Allmighty and to his Church. 

That the Church hath well appointed 
theſe daily Offices of DivincWorſhipit be- - 
ing agreeable to reaſon and theDivinePre- 
ſcription to the Jews, and the Cuſtoms of 
a Wiſeſt- and moſt Civilliz'd of theGen- 
tiles, 

Theſe Things, and much more that 
might be ſaid of like nature, being ſo evi- 
dent , I muſt believe, theſe kind of Mn, 
that think our. daily attendance at Pray- 
© ers is baing-Rightequs over much, are 
not moved. hereunto. by any thing, of 
Reaſon or Sober Conſideration ; but are: ' 
wholly influenced by Pfide ox CovetouE 
neſs , or othef Canal AﬀeCtions, which 

5 | hinder 
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| Maderthe Excerciſe of their Rational Far, 
culties, and make them live moreof the. 
Animal than the Divine Life, (:. e. ) more 
bke Beaſts than Mca 4 and ſo long as they + 
« | are ſuth we mult expeCt no_ other lan- * 

ge fron>them ; for the Carnal Mind . 
a Min that 'diſcourſeth as-.a meer Ani- 
mal ) perceiveth not the things of 'the 
Spirit.of God, nenher can be know them, 
becaufe they are Spiritually diſcerned} _ 
| and therefore it wHl be in vain for 'me to 
' ſay any more tothem,then earneſtly to de- 
fire them, To pluck out the Beamthat is in - 
* their own Eye, and then ſhall they ſee clear- 
ly to pluck.out the Mote that is in their Bro- 
thers: For no more is an. extream in this 
matter ( if any man be ſuppoſed: to be 
guilty thereof Y} in companſon of their 
totalnegle& and contempt of God and his 
Pablick Worſhip, and making a mock az 
thoſe that conſtantly and devoutly attend - * 


it, 

The Secqnd Sort to whom I ſhall ap- 
ply my ſelf, and for whoſe ſake I' chiefly 
undertook this Work , -1s ſuch as bave a 
love for theſe holy Offices and daily. fre» 

- quentthem; to whom my earneſt Requeſt 
is, That they w! ſt in the good way 
cacti wa as the. beſt man- 


4. NET 
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ner of performance , and makeall the w 
of their lives anſwer to the devotion heres - / 
in. 

For the firſt of theſe, I doubt not bus. 
fuch who dp underſtand the Groufds and 
Reaſons upon which this Way ot qur Pubs 
hck Service was -firſt ordered; and have 
taken up this practice,notiupon ſome Car- 


nal er Secular Accounts ( as may -ſome- 4 , 


ties happen butin a ſenſe of thgir Duty 


to God and Man': 1 fay , theſe wilhbope 


ealdy. and cfteQually comply- with'' thy * 
deſire, and(; aye me the labour of Argu- | 
ments, 
"The inward-peace and ſatisfadtion 

will find6n governing-themſelves in this 
matter! by Reaſvi and not | by Fancy; 
and-in following the Univerſal, Cuſtom 
and Wage:of Chriſtians for many Ages, 
rm moſt even in this ; 4 and. not tharot 


2nd Schiſmariques ; in obeying 
ES of our own. ro par with 


the greateſt Adyice and! by, rhe. moſt- _ | 


bias'd Perſons of: any; 'in the! World; and 
not Herdingwithi( 
ws a. pp 
ects, thatopp 
Ruin 5 un firidng 


tiits;and otherituthulent | 
che; ame and-krek irs * 


all-fhar- was Gogd; and 
and S0- 


Profitable; all that was Decen nt 


aakers, Fifth Monar- 


lemn, 


” — 
o 


| 


a4? 


Femn, all that was truly Primitive or any 


way Praiſe Worthy iin-the- Service of the 
Church of Reme ( a Church which was 
once: very Famous for Learning; 'Prety, 
and: Stedfaſlnets inthe FaithY ſhifl retain 


_edin ours; aad/oll that which Ignorance, 


Errory or the Corruption of/Times;had in- 
rroduced' Mmrothar!, in' this purgediont: 
fay che fatisfaGtion they-will find/in'conſt- 


'Eering the exctHency'of our Formiof 'Di- 


vine Service, in tl: and ſuchlikerefpets, 


| Willprevent all inclinations*to turn into 0+ 


ther'ways.”: or | 

And ſhould they have any ſcruphes fuz- 
geſted unro them by cunning $educers , 
I dare. fay', if they will but do*(-whar 
may'be juftlyexpected from men ſo'edq- 
cated and oblidged ) that i , 'Confulrvhe 
Miniſters of 'our' Church, they» will find 
the falleftfarisfattion thartheycarrdefire'; 

Apam , as theſe Confiderarions ;i{d rhe 


good EffeQtt'of a Devour' arrending this = 
Service,” wilt perſwade them to" contnte 


theſame t The Exalrationcof oor Minds ]. 


thereby 5 above-the (rhear'Concerns' of 


this World, © fo'thar 'they ſhalb not'be 
mtlyenced by the NEUE: | 
Changes to'which they are ſubject ;'the 
Confirmation of our Faith and-Hope in 

is» Guds.4 


% 
« 
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Gods Promiſes, and the 1goward Joy and 
Peace that reſults there-from ; the Excits 
tion of our Loveto God , and the Exer- 
ciling! thereof in holy Adorations and 
cheerful Praiſes; the Increaſe of our Love 
to one another by holy Communion in 
ſuch Sacred Offices : theſe and ſuch like , 
which will be the effeQts of attending this 
Service , will inforce our delight therein, 
and our endeavours fo t> order it that webe 
not kept from the ſame. To which I may 
add ſome outward good Effects, ſuch as, 
1. The Preventing many Idle and fome- 
times, VEry Chargeable Clubs and Vilits, 
from , which this will both excule and 
oblidge us.. -2. The inducing a Good 


Order - into -. our Families: For the | 


contriving our Matters ſo as we may 
have lealure-to.attend Gods Service, wall 
be the greateſt help to ſuch Order , and 
make much-for peaceable Converſsthere. 
#,and fertho good Succe of our Aﬀairs, 
of any that can, be named. ] cannot attend 
the Demonſtration , but I am fare he that 


will try, fhall find it true by Experience: 


3. The Chearfulneſs, induced into. our 


' Mink by our Communionia the Pfalmo-- 
dy and Reſpanſes , and the uſe of, our - 
» Voice un © ber parts of the Szryice : tends | 
much. ] 


 X 


WE: 6, _ 
- much to the health of our Bodies and the 
mending our Temper : For as ſilence feeds 
the Meſancholy Humour ( the worſtthart 
Mans Body is afte&ed with , and of moſt 
pernicious influence on the Mind, ) fo 
Speech, and eſpecially in ſuch heavenly 
Converſe , doth much to difolve and di- 
ſperſe the ſame, and preſerves the Body 
healthtul and lively , and the Mind in a 
, iſweerand pleaſant Temper. Ifſhall menti- 
on no more, I hope it may ſufhce to have 
rouched theſethings1n ſo ſhort a Diſcourſe 
to periwadea conſtant attendance on the 
Publick Prayers. 
2dly. I ſhall ſay fomewhat of indea- 
vouring a right performance. A danger 
there13, in which even thoſeare who do _.. 
daily frequent the publick Otkces of Re- -- 
ligion, That they ſhould not/gerform them þ. 
as they ought, Mat. v5; 8: (Education, 
Cuſtom , 'and. various Interefts: may have 
great force to cet a conſtant 'attendance 
at Prayers,when yet want of confideratean 
may betray Men'to Formality and undue 


Performance. There 1s a Fear of God (io 


his Worſhip of old was called,)' which! z5 
rauphr by the Precepts of Men; and: this 
when Men go to Church meerly: becaiile 
the: Magiſtrate Commands, or their ,Pa- 
Ie 61S. 
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rents Bred them to it ; or becauſe it is the- 
+ Cuſtom of - their Neighbours ſo: to..do : 
: Theſe ſhew themſelves of a good dudiile 
and ſociable 'Temper., and are; more to 
be eſteemed than ſuch as in deſpite of the 
Laws.;. and. their good Education, and * 
eVen,un A. .Cohabitation, . will con- 
' tenin.andifcorn a-daily attendance on-Gods 
Worfhip:or than theywho ſtrain char wits 
to find faults eat: Ax andde all they... | 
Ganitoicreate {cruples -tanfolve andin. | 
tuſethentinto:others.” Burt yet this isnot 
eriough for him that will be accepted of 
Ggdor ipproved of Men as = Good: Chy- | 
_ ſan; for though theſe may be.of a harm... 
leG and-inqocent, Temper, :yet they fall 
ſhort.of A treanLonet, God-apd to... 
OurBlefled'Saviour ; and: of that Divine 
-Jayan the Hope:of Glory ro come, and 
of Foxt-taſt.ng the Blefledoeſs weſhall par- 
takeof:3n/ el Greene! World nthe Com- 
munion of Saints,allwhich,as the Chriſtian 
is to work mm.us; fo we | 
are in-this Service: to excite and-excerciſe. | 
Fo theſe niy earne(tExhortation is, 'That . 
they will attend: more. Syn 'o' thoſe 
inward 1Pgep#ations: with uwiich they = 
ſhould come:to Worſhip God, \and.tothoſe | 
outward 'Expreflions whereby. he is Hoy 


noured before Men. God. 


rg] 
 Godwill be Sandtified mm all thoſe that 
come nigh him, and te wen People he 
. will be:Glor ified ; and this he 18. onely by 
thoſe who:'Worſhip him with a Holy Wore 
ſhip; and that. both Internally and Exter- 
nally: Thi we dondt , exceprour minds | 
be ſo diſpoſed; our wordgand attionsſo ory . 
dered-',- as becomes the Glory-of God's . 
Effence; the Immenfity of his Dyrine Per- 
fetions, and, the Senſe of our own Con . 
cernments, and okour Relationtothoſe we - 
are-to pray with,and topray'tor ;and {6-ag 
is ſuirablero the ſeveral Parts of : Worſhip 
which we axe to perform, as Thave before 
ablerved-, ; thele.diſpolitions cannot; be 
attained but by ſerious. and frequent Me- 
. .ditation. | There is a Connexion -in\the 
Duties of Religion, which makew impoſſi- 
ble to-perform ſome as we.ought!; extept 
we make Conſcience. of.: others: that © are 
-preparatory thereunto; 1nths Connexion 
I ſuppoſe: Meditation to. be the arid, : and 
he that-makes' no Conſcreace. ptfthat,oor 
\knows:not: how: to Perform +; wall»be 
harldly: broaght to a: Ga2od Performance 
18.,any-;other- Dutics ,, eſpecially. :this of 
-Prayer, : Men may by a nagural fluency of 
-Specch, ; afiſted witb a quickneſs of Wit 
and ready Invention ,'-caltly pray Ki 
" good 


— 


good acceptance with Men : but as to our i 
acceptance with God , and the effects of. Þ} 


Prayer to our own Benefit and Conſolati- 
on ,, ft depends on the preparationof ſuch 
Aﬀetions. and Difpoſitions of Mind, as 


we can never have without the frequent 


uſe of Meditation. 


:NF ; » . 
Meditation in the moſt common ſenfe of - 
the word ; is taken for more than bare - 


thinking ; it 1 a thinking of things, that 
we may have ſuch knowkedg , eſteem, and 
affetiFhs roward them as we ought to 
have :. And fo great an Infl1ence hath the 
Endintothe E ticacy of any Aﬀtion, th:t 
I cannot expect that any Man ſhould at- 
tain D:votion. by thinking of things 
though never ſo Divine, except he deſigns 
his thoughts to that End: Students of leve- 
ral Sorts arg ingaged by.other Motives to 
think of rhe ſame things that ſerve. to this 
En9, but without any Effet as to the de 


i retpoge; Defires, or _—_ . 


their Minds ro Heavenly things. 
Reaſon 1s becauſ their Minds by being fo 
intently fixed on the love of Carnal Plea- 


ſures , do not diſcern even thethings they 


look full upon , nor underſtand thoſe 
very things they teach to others;. and ak 
tho they aye conſtrained tothink how they 


may 
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$ may talk or write of ſuch thingy, yet they. 


are with-held by theſe Senſiral AﬀeCtions 


' from confidering the Concern which... 


themſelves have therein. 


There is no way therefore by meditating - 
to attain Dev#tion, but by crucifying the 
Fleſh, with all its Afeftions and Luſts, and .- 
awakening our dead and drouzie Souls to a 
Faithful c:deavour to live the Life for which. . 
they were made , and wherein alone they 
can be happy : And to this our Bleſſed Savr- 
our hath given us ſach Afiiſtance by the 
Grace of the Goſpel, that no'Man that will 
rake hold of it can complain of infirmity ; 
for although we never ſo much feel rhe 
ke: 2 and burden of earthly things which 
prefleth down the Soul, as when we ſtrive 
toalcend to God in the ExcerGſes of True 
Devotion, yet if wekxour Minds'aen the 
Manifeſtation of God in theFleſh, fſhewing 
us how little theſe things are (how great 
ſoever they ſeen); how little to be defired 
or feared , though ſeemingly dreadful 
or. pleaſant : And ſhewing us this, by 
his refuſing all the Glories we fo eager- 
ly. proſecute ,. and accepting the Suffer. 
ings We fo fear and fly , in his own Per- 
ſon , and in Contemplation of the Hea- 
venly Joys,” of which: he offereth us the 
par- 
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' Participation, bur on this condition, 'Tha *J 
we will receive his Spirit y-:and- lead our 
Lives after the Partern he hath ſer us; 1 
ſay , if we would thus look:mnto; Jeſus 
( who'was God manifelt in our-Fleſk ) we 
ſhould foon find 6urſelyesgble' ro ly a- 
ſide'theſe weights and all (inful -aftethons, 
(how eahe focver they beſet us Yand'to 
aſcend to our Bleſſed Saviourin Holy arid 
Devout AﬀeCtinns,while we are mployed 
in theſe Szered 'Ofces. 1 SIO: 
- Biit-# 45 notſo/much the want-of bilt. 
ty; as of incemtion, that 1s cauſe of the-Ne- 
cay: of Devotion an>ng Chriſtians, 'aad 
therefore to procure that I- would repre- 
ſenr | the -excellency 'of this . Heavenly 
Devotion it 15-4 moſt Divine Spitit-in 
Min';/ his greateſt Exalcation' above-the .| 
Beaſts and neareſt Approach to-Angels ; *tls 
(as Hivbert ſaith bo the'- Sabbath? the 
| Fruit'of this World and' the Bloffom” of 
_ theniext('n'eq) the higheſt enjoyment'sF 
which we” are capable here */ and'the » 
_ ford-taſte'ot'whar we ſhall moſt fully en- 
| jop hereafter. 1t rransforms the Soul into 
> raphim, burning with the 'Fetvors of . |. 
Diving Lowe.and carries it into Heaven (as 
Elizy was ins Ficry'-Charrot) to take' its 
| place 
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place inthe Choir of Angels, amd joyn in 
their. Halalujalis and Adoration of him 
that ſits on the /Throne, and the Lamb 
that is at his Right-Hand.. Yetit carries, 
us not aboveiany. of the Concerns where- 
in we may be uſefulto Men, but deſcends 
to the Conſideration: of; all- 1heis; wants 
' and neceſlitigs, ſorsowsand. miſcries, and 
takes theminto its Breſt,and preſents them 
befate God with earneſt requeſts for. com- 
fort and relief in behalf of them all,,' and 
it begditsin men ſuch a Divine Charity as 
reacheth.to:the -uttermoſt, ab. - what may 
be done by us/for the well-fare and-happr- 
neſs of | (ur. Neighbour. . For while we 
not anely Adore God wha|is the Supream 
the Rxonle nt SuEdevial and Nerkneks, 
the;E: ot Selt-denial and Meekneſs , 
( Vertyes; that Cure our, Hartful Laſts) 
and of ſuch. Love to Mankind as.gxcited 
him raproſtcute their Salyation.and Feli- 
crpaitdtheheddieg of his moſt Preczqus 
Blopd; and would make us prefer the good 
of, othess before our. own. I ſay,, while 
this is the QbjeR of our Adoration in theſe 
Excercaſes.ok Devotion , -ho.canit;be 0- 
. .therwiſp butthatat muſk beget in us a Life 
and; Temper moſt pleaſant ang profitable 
-to Mankind ? And indeed I have Oy 
that 


\ « 
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chat this Rraverly Flame of True Devotion _ 
is like that which deſcendedon EliarsAltar, | 


- thatlicks upallour oppoſneIntereſts(as rhar 
. did the Water and make both oar ſelves 
and all we have,a Sacrihce to the Honour 
Gd and Good of Mankind : None there 
fore that conſiders the excellency of Devo» 
tion, but would ſethinifelf with greatatten- 
tion of Mitd , to the conſideration of ſuch- 
things as may render him a Devout Min. 
The things that are of this nature are 
principally fuch as relate to Gog , to our: 
Selves, or to Others that we are to pray - 
for. We ſhould think therefore upon . 
Godand our perfect dependancew on him, .. 
that he is worthy of all our jon . 
and Praiſes , by reaſon of his Glorious - 


and Infinite PerfeQions , his Wonderful _ 


Earh 


Works and Innumerable *Bleſlin 
Mercies : That he. and be onely 
Prayers ; and is nizh 10 all that call __, 
him ,- and pleaſed to be Invocated by us 
for he things which he:1s willing to give. 
us :. That be alone Orders and Diſpoſeth- . 
_ allthe Aﬀayg of this World according to . 
phe "wee Will and Pleafure , Re- 
- ſtraines or lowrges the Power of Nature ol 
Staps or Diverts tht Courſe of it , Over-.. 


rules Second Cauſes, Proſpers or Diſa Fs | 


| 
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|| Human Undertakings, Gives and Takes: 
| away , Lifts up and Caſts down how and. 
whom he pleaſeth, 

We ſhould:think of our Dependance.on 
him, That we Live, Move, and have 
our Being in him, and cannot Subfiſt a 
moment without him ;. that we are ſub- 
je& to innumerable caſualties, which may 
deſtroy the ſtrongeſt Body and health- 
] fulleſt Conſtitution, and ſuch amazements 
and 'vexations as will foure the briskeſt 
" | Mind and ſhake the moſt fixed and com- 
| puſed Temper, and all theſe are underthe 
- \ÞwineG ment (befides his immedr. 
- o Influxes to our Comfort or Aon \ 
= | He thatghugks how many things be wants 
- | what wofut things hedih Ne of , of 
. | the manifold tem tations, by allurements 
of ſenſual Objeds , and. ſuggeſtions of 
evil Spirits, and the weakneſs of his Graces. 
and inſufficiency of ail things in Heaven or 
Earth beſides God for his Poke and ſuc- 
cour : 1fay, he that thinks ſeriouſly of 
theſe things, will find he ſhall thereby 
have great help to his Devotion ; he will 
- | find how much-he is concerneg to recon- 
>| cile himſelf. ro God by humble and peni- 
tent, Confeſtions , to ſeek his Grace and: 
5Þ Favour by Fervent Supplications, to pray. 

| ; or 
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for the Aid of his Spirit to help our infir®® 
mity , and affiſt our victory over our Spi®? 
ritual Enemies 3 'to give him thanks tha J 
we have not fallen into greater fins and 
miſeries ; to attend'to his Holy Word,that, 
thereby we may receive grace frotty him, 
and learn to' pleaſe him and obfidge” his 
* Care and kindneſs for us,” and' ſuch "ke 
things he will ſee, the kno wSOge there- 
of will beget and excite thefe Holy 
Aﬀctions in him. ' "IO 
It will 'be profitable alfo ro this End, 
tothmk of our Obligation to our Chriftt- 
arfBrethren', and Particular Saggards we 
fe to have to all Sorts and Dees among 
them': For we Pry as Members of the Ca- 
tholiqueChnreh;and muft have a Goncern 
for all;as Members of that = Spiritual In- 
corporation. Bur particularly we' ſhould' 
often: think what Aﬀetion we ſhould bear 
ro'thoſe, wherher our Snpertors, Equals,and 
Inferiors ; 'with whom we are' united as 
one Nation arid National "Chrtrchi/, and: 
alſo ſhould endeavour to'repreſent to'.our” 
ſelves what'rhay be the ſeveral States "and'_ 
Conditionsof thoſe we are ro' joyn with, 
inthe preſent rmance of thofe Publick' 
Duties ;* anduch-confiderations will much”. 
help our Devotion : For: the ſenſe of oy | 
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*yotion. . , It 
in the PubhcRPrayers that we have notat 
preſent ſuch a particular Concernmegt, 


- 
fc BY 
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4 fins of others to whom we are united ( as 
| well as of our own!) will help to-make us 
] humble and contrite in our Confeſſions, 
'and of their wants and milſeries- as, well as 
'our,,own., will help. to. make. us fervent 


in our 'Praygrs and Supplications.. Ofthe 


Mercies they, all receive, ..as well. as thoſe 
we partake'of, will help to make us. joyr 
fulan 


knowledpe, that multitudes of Chriſtians 


Gad's Praiſes. *T'Hus the general 


as well as our Selyes, are concernedin the 
Marter,uf our Prayers ;-and that we have 


1n partzcular , of the Concern. of many 
-of thoſe we preſently joyn with in theſe 


Holy Offices , will add mich to qur De- 
Y be there are many things 


in, 


bur when we think that there are Millipns 


of Chriſtians of all Nations 'that have, 
 whoallareof the ſame Body with: us un- 


der our Dear Saviour, the Head bf it, and 
many of: our-awn Counry-men whoare 
now all united wth! 525 a Holy 'Nation 


| and God's Peculiar -People ;- and fome-of 


ourNeighbours with whom we! are one, 
as aParochial Church, of whoſe Concern 
in thoſe things we' may. bave_a:particu- 


* ar knowledge. Tay, this will greatly 


afliſt 


| [ 154 ] | 
aſt our Devotion in thoſe very Particu 
lars, and theſe Meditations will alſo wa 
creaſe that Charity , "without which oug 
" Pravers as well as our Sclves are counted 
but dead in the ſight of God: And when 
we have wrought aur Selves to this excel- } 
lent Temper, our- love toWur Brethrea 
will help. our Devotion another way ally. 
For it wil make us endeayour, to render 
our ſelves as exemplary as we can. poſſibly 
among them for a Devout Pertormance of 
theſe Holy Offices; and the more defeRive | 
we do perceive their Deyotion to be, the 
more ſhall we.indeavour to Convince'and 
Canvert them by the perfeQion. of our. 
.own. And there is certainly no berter way; 
for many haveIknowa whpmreproof and / 
diſpurarion did bur irritate, that by ſuch 
Examples have been reformed. | 
*Laſtly, Frequent Reading theſe Holy |] 
- Offices by our {tlves and ſerous Medita- 
tion thereon, would be a great help to 
our Devorion , eſpecially if we have fach 
Books as, Dr. Comber*s Excellent Labours 
- 63 the ſeveral Offices of the Common Pray- 
er, toaflift our Meduations; for when we 
' have a full underſtanding of the preat 
- -things contained in the briet comprehen- 
five Sentences of the Lord's: Prayer and 
| our 


al"; 


our Collets, the memory thereof, when 
FF we come to repeat them 1n this Solemn 
FF Office , will much afhit our Devotion: 
" And 1 am perſwaded that it Men were 


'Trss 1] 


but converſant in the ſtudy of the Com- 


| mon Prayer Book , they would hind more 


Inftruction in the Matter of their Duty to 
God and Man, and more Aſſiſtance jn go- 
verning theirAﬀeRtions andPaſfons for pre- 


ſerving Peace in themſelves, more ſupport 


and conſolation in troubles and afthQi- 
ons, and tnore aid againſt temptations,@c, 
than in reading many Books , but eſpe- 
cially it would be an excellent means to 
increaſe thoſe Holy AﬀeCtions which pge- 


_ pare us for Publick Prayers, and to aſſiſt 


our Deyotion in the Performance. 

I have mentioned this little of a great - 
deal that might be faid , of the Matteg of 
our Meditation: but fhll- it muſt be re- 
membred , that theſe thzngs be thought 
on with a purpoſe and intention to beger 
in us ſuch habitual AﬀeFtions and Diſpeſrti- 
0x5 as may make us fit to Bray always; and 
in the moſt wonted Exprefiions tagexCer- 
ciſe the moſt Devout Aﬀections : and: if 
we do ſo, we ſhall not need the Natural or 
Artificial Rethorick that muſt be in Pray- 
ers toalfec& thoſe rhat want theſe. diſpotiti- 
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ons , abr Nik we be'dloy'd with h: 
allways the ſame”; "as fog e Dail 


machs wichearingoftei the Gibe: eaf 
fab ack Men 
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of Gods Mercy in Chriſt, as <a them 
a Behaviour not ordinary * in receiving 
Abſolution ; They haveſuch Aﬀe&ion to- 
wards the Glory and Pleaſure of Allmi gh- 
ty God , and belief that'ke onely can give 
what we want, and forgive the ſins, and 
Prevent 'the remptations' that would in- 
volye ug 1 evilnow inthis world, Reftet- 
nally in'the next? thatit: gives a LS a De- 
votiont6 their 'fying the, Lords Prayer ; 
ard ſo of Ml rhe reſt of the Sefvice. 

- And Where men have Tuch ſenſe, me- 
thinks no man ſhould deny that they pray 
3n the S pod ul ut y-Ghioſt fox Pre 
Cepts © Goſpel, require r 
Nonconfargih Mr IC Tet: hy: 
dom'#f Gerd, bath thele Kel 

rit of Projer is never wanting, 

heart hath s due" ſenſe of the Matter * 
46. "Athengh (as he afterwards e: 
SS y ) WC vſe a tinted Fornd of Wor 
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Owen I confeſs , in a late Diſcourſe of 
Prayer, hath theſe words; *If Perſons 
*areable in the racing any Book, meer- 
*ly of Human Compolure, to riſe up in 
« anſwer this Duty of Praying. with all 
'© manner of Prayer and Supplicaion in 

Irit , or the exerciſe of the Aids 
* 2nd Allftances received from him and 
© his Holy Adting in. them as.a Spirit: of 
* Graceand Su '. Ing endeavouring, 
* [abouring and watching thereunto ; they 
« have attained what I cannot underſtand, 
Thart is in few words, the Dottor cannot 
underſtand how a Man that ules'a Form , 
can be ſaid to Pray n the Spirit; It would 


be a aghh of umprion in, me..to 4 108 


the Un anding of ſo Greata Mag; bur 


| hewill gortbe angry if 1 queſtion my own: 


for cannot underſtand, if he that uſes a 
Form cannot.pray in.the Spirx,, why our 
Saviour, from whom we have theſe Pre- 
cepts of Praying in the Spirit, ſhouJd teach 
his Diſcples a Form of Prayer.. Bur it 
may þe the DoQtor will ſay (as be doth in 
finuacean many places of-that Book,) chat 
C gave thole words ancly for-a .Do- 


riſt gave thoſe words pucly fora. D 
Qrinal and DireQive delp te Prayer, (i 
Tote PE pop ofen 
or which'End (he faith) we may read 
_ _ | 


Forms 


| TI50 

Forms of Prayer Chow untawful ſoever the 
uſe be, for « hich they were made.) But 
then do not underſtand how the Do&tar 
.cun fay, pay. 2/44. That it were better ( it 
may be) that thy were done: Men taught 
to pray ex'rempore in ſome other way , and 
theſe Dodrinal and DireCtive Helps mat 
caſt into the che 6 C $A » which 
s apt fo divert the Mind from its pro 

En Land UF Wikich words ſeem "4 = 
to have fuch a, reflectivii: on ' our Bleſſed 
Saviour as is little ſhort of blaſphemy ; 
'( according to the DoCtors Opinion of the 
'Lords Prayer: \ For if that were not 
Intended for a Form, but for a Dof#tinal 
and Direttive belp ro Prayer ; then thoſe 
words applied to him, plainly fay , That it 
may be , Chriſt might have done better, 
thautse have caft bis Inſtruttions and Di- 
reftions about Prayer into the Forms of a 
Prayer , which is apt to divert the Mind 
from its proper end and, uſe : which to ſay, 
i5 to reproachthe Wiſdom of God: incarnate, 
and to tell Our great Teacher ſent from 
God, that be did not underſtand his Office, 


nor teach in the beſt manner, a thing of 
greateſt concern tq the Glory 'of God, 


and bin Lowe ot Mankind ( as the Do- 


or rightly faith , the well perfortnanc 
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of Prayer is.) Words, which no Chriftt- 
an can patiently hear ot hrs Saviour. Now 
according to thy weak opimon,there ts bur 
one of theſe rwo ways for the Doctor ro- 
avoid this conſequence from his words, 
either that he confeſs the truth-and- fay , 
That our Saviour intended to teach his 
Diſciples a Form of Prayer , and rhatir 
1s (not.onely Lawfuly brit a Pohtive Dyry 
wuſe his- Holy Prayer as we do. 

Or if he will hold to his Opinion, 
viz, that itwas not ſo intended, bur meant 
onely to be a Doctrinal and Directive Help, 
toreach them to Pray Ex termpore, Then 
he:mult prove that it 1s not caff 4nto the 
Ferm of @ Prayer. Now this later ſeems 
utterly impoſhble to be done , for fince it 
ſo plainly appears to every Mans Senſe 
and Reaſon that it 1s caft into the Form of a 
Prayer, And ſiice the Chriſtians of many 
Apts throughout the World, have efteem- 
ed and' aſe it as a Form of Prayer. And 
ſince the Docror himfelf ( notwithſtand- 
ing- his Opmion that' it was not fo in- 
tended ) cannot forbear in many places 
of his 'Bodk to call it 7h? Lords Prayer. 
Ifay , fince its fo ; he will never” make 
men behieve it is 'not caſt int6 the Form of 
a Prayer : Therefore | hope the Doctor on 

| 4 ſecond 
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fecond thoughts will retraCt his Book, and. 
confeſs that there 13 a work of the Spirit, 
n Prayer that he hatttherein much oppo-- 
ſed. A Work wherein he moved our Sa-, 
viour and Holy Men to compoſe Forms 
of Prayer, and to teach their Diſciples to, 
fay them , as the. beſt help to Prayer. A 
Work whereby he moved andivabled our: 
Reformers ( as well as the Govenours of 0-. 
ther Churches) to Compoſe and. Preſcribe, 
a Liturgy.for the Publick Service of God ; 
whereby be excites in men a defire to ap-. 
nroach to God in the Solemn Office of 
Prayer, both in their Cloſers and eſpecial 
ly, in the. Chnrch( not thinking ut enough, 
ro Pray occaſionally ( when they. are preſs 
ſed with the preſent ſenſe of dangers, mie 
ſeries, or wants, ) as every Chriſtian can, 
do I confeſs, Ex tempore,. ) Whereby he 
teacherh Men thankfully ro accept , and. 
Hithfully ro uſe as Prayers, the Form our. 
Saviour taught-; and others taught and. 
preſcribed as before. Laſtly, . a Work 
whereby he teacher. and ailiſts the prepa- 
rations I before mentioned. ,- that in the: 
uſe of ſuch Forms we may. be truly; devout. 
and fervent : And if the Doctor would; 
believe this4 hape he.would uſe no. ſuch- 
nſinuations to. perſwade that no Forms of.- , 


Prayer 
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Prayes beever fereafter-made,.. nor thole- 
thatgtey (uſed any otherwiſe then ta help, 
the attainment ob-the/ art of -Praying Ex: 
rexwpore:; nor (while bes ro «% 
Kew Wayol Prep ; af wp to exclu 
—— Praying; Cendiavourtby ſuch: 
nlinuations to banal evrWay our: of rhe 
World (as the: uſe'of Ev termport Prayer 
did once the+Liturgy outef the Church:) 
AndÞ hope. the! Doftor - wilh excuſe this 
warmth which the iconceit of fach-a,deſign 
hajh occaſioned.” ++Bur-(to return) af our 
Saviouritfieant £6: teuch «Form of Prayer, 
there cat» be no-grearey proof} than that ," 
Thar-m 1he:uſe-of Forms we! nay: beſt 
pity mnthe Spirit. Fo fmceby tis Iſpira- 
_ the-precept of groyidg: znrhe Spinc. 
| yithe way -of ervhe we. of 
nl beracknow! buſt fatothe per- 
ngthefame.. This FhopeWillperan 
endotorthecummon way —_ arg. 
thephriſe of - Pripingm the Spirirto- the: 
uſe of ri merge ih -and give thoſe ;. 
thatprapby 066: Lyjchrgy; 
ſamiefharem not iwz/'*hd then 1 
hape»we\ ſhall hear; mo more ſevfling- at 
_ Pragung: ne tarts wo '(whitely 
priation trath howeverithe/DoeQor 
complaint ofir) whiclby no-means ap» - 
PrpRe: | | W. Bu - 


aa £A.Az 


[ 162 |] 
But:Laſtly , when we have. done our 
beſt in our preparations and, performances, 
We mulþ-rake heeg.that all be not intended 
t9 gain an Indulgence for liying in any 
Sin, cxther.of Omfipn,qr.Cammullion. 
The Enemies of.our, Church.baaſtawu 
of their good liyes.,, and;gondemn-us; that 
are for the,Common,Prayex,,, asa profane | 
fart of. Men. -1do hearcily;wiſh- them as 
good as they think theraſelves ,, and that 
their goodneſs .may conſiſt as muchin the | 
Government of their Paſſions and Juſt Re» 
trabutians , in Meekneſs, Humility .and 
Candid Interpretations; -as in Abſtinence 
from Senſuality and a ſeeming. contempt 
of all Worldly Vanities: And4wiſh allo. 
that. abundance of ours did,not giye juſk 
occahionfor thistheir complaint; and all . 
that we may iadegyour-40 Equal. ( yea 
Excel ).them,in "Temperance and: Hear 
venly; Migdedneſs ; - ſtill adding; 0-aus - 
Loyalty and Conformity. , Sohnery. and 
True Sanftity., But-rhatl may addire my | 
wiſhes, .my. taighful endegyours,.to: pers 
ſwade them-t9 it 4 ſhall offer Ewa Car . 
lifderationsto this purpoſe, 1..Thatob1be 
Ingongruuy, of: a Viczeus Latec3o, ancapt . 
pearance of Devotion and daily. Attends 
auce gn-Nivire $eryice : 2: OftheMnacs + 
- | . Eept5-. 
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ceptabicnefs of all'Acts of Pety withour- 


che ConunStion” of a Holy 1:1 
- I«/"TheiIncongruity? is Eviderit to alb 


Men. None chi foe ſee'a'Man to'bowvery 


low.when he comes intothe Clinch, and- 
t9appear very devoutby all oiitward ons, 

uxtheſeverat'Parts ob Worfhip: 'bur do- 
expeR that ſucha one ſhould be very exadd - 


1n-the!Courſe' of- his Life.; ard 1f rhey: 


cometo know that they are not, they will | 
be very-apt-to take offence'at'1t**'I 'eom-: 
teſs for my own! part', it hath"been fo 
wath/mey\'and othervdiave told meitharhi 
becn ſo withthem,, 'and reaſoir tells trie its 
muſt.be/ſo with all good men; The Ike'F 
may fay when we hear a man very devour« 
ly owtthirmſelfa finner, and conderithim< 
folf bf -{allinieſs-in -wandring: from God's 
ways and following his own deſires and. 
devices(as in our General Confeftio ahd. 
then return: heme as proud-and felfseoh- 

ceitedasever-, and-never the-lefs mRIT1 


| rowander from God ir proſecutionfof felk- 


ſarisfactioday before. Foieull God ont Pct 
ther avChuvcb y as4f:.we did partakevf'a, 
Nature like: his ,-indlined' to alt Righte-: 
ouſneſs , Goodnefsand. Trutb,(an&whein 
we.conte home (by our'7} na thee aid de 
op ran praftices) zo ſhewwour- _ W__ 


| [ 164. | 
Children of the Devil... Our Father :in 


. Heaven: when neither 1the conlderation 


\of-our [Soft ,: 
Divine 


of_the. Heavenly 
( Generated as itwere at (fir{t by- 
| Spiration, )-norof their: rar by. 

the Spirit of God in the Work'ob out-Re- 
demption, can-raiſe our Mindy from: this 


Nor the Heighrand Excellency.of *Gods 


Glory, and- kis Advantage ob-feeirigand! 
puniſhing (exprefied by his: beertig in: 
Heaven, ). can move usto: fear hin. 0: 'F'o--. 


Pray that bs Name be Hallownd: 3 ant}; 
thenProfanc it our ſelves: (byafing nin 


Yan and light Interjettions;. or:byOdths- 
and:Execranons invurcommontalk). and-: 


caulmgutb be” rotaned by mcg > 
our/y nous af 1eantalous:Lives.”' 
his Kitapdois mity ale aribjereid in Bis. 


bethowapamft. the -Holy Governmenob- 

his Spinc wroorHeares and; the 

Diſpoſals. of, his Providenoes,a OUrOUDs.- 
his Minfters 


warbEſtate: And affronting 
andidueo mm the Adminiſtra-' 
ton of.) his:Gdvernment by/our 


Trbſmeſb;: 
frowardnes - md. eng wean were 
SUPBriON uw ohieftp.; 
Kings.) Thar bis Will be done onarth; won: 
is ja Heaven, when yet — ; 


Mituſters:are all oor 


| 


ill earth, to ſeek rhe thitgsabuys * 


(165 ] : 
dull and heavy , and as it wereconſtrain- 

ed. by neceſlity, and very unlike the An-. 
gels (-who in. doing the Will of God fly 
with al alacrity.) I may add the indecen- 
cy of our grumbling if we are not as rich 
as our Neighbours , and ourdiſcontent at 
loſſes and croſſes, though we have more. 
than. enough left ; when yet we pray but 
far our Dail; Bread : Of our implacable- 
nef3 and irreconcileableneſs towards thoſe 


: 4 that offend us, when we pray to be for- 


#4 4+ ©, gr oa». 
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iven no otherwiſe than as we forgive: and 
Pity that when we pray that Ged will not 
lead ms into temptations, that we ſhould ſo 
heedleſly og, preſumpruouſly run into 
them, that without a Miracie God him- 
ſelf cannot deliver us from evil ( and that 
when we may be fure he will work no Mt» 


racles in favour of ſuch as offer themſelves. 


 aprey to Sathan by running out of his 
Proteftion.,, and neglecting the means ob 
their own Preſervation.) 

'Thint theſe things on the beginning of 
our Service, that we may ſee the incon- 
gruity of a wicked life with the whole. 

2dly. The unacceptableneſs of all ex- 
pretions of devotion, from men of ſuch: 
vicious and profane lives. The ſacrifices 4 
| ibe wicked are an abomination to the Lord , 
Tis 
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'ris the prayer of the righteoms that is bis de- 
tight. Unto rhe Lhe; ſauh God, What haſt 
t0 do ro take my Name imto thy mouth, 
thou bateſt to be Reformed, and caſteth my 
words behind thee ? The moſt Solemn' 
Aﬀemblies of ſuch men for his Worſhip 
and Service is a burden to him; Eſa. 1. 
the reaſon is , becauſe his infinite veracity 
makes him to hate their hypocricy, his juſt 
reſentments of their bold breaking his 
Laws (when the Devil and their Brutiſh 
Luſts temprs them) makes his Diſpleaſure 
to ariſe at their tawnings when the rempta- 
tion over. To give real-worſhip to Satan | 
by doing his luſts, and living tothe Fleſh, 
and full m—__ its defires, and then to make 
thefe outward appearances of great devo- 
non towards God, makes h1:Jealouſtes burn 
ke that of an abuſed Husband, when his 
ife fawns on him after her Adulterous 
Embraces. *Tijs our Hearts thar are Gods: 
Peculiar , and if 'we fafter any thin 
raviſh or defile them , the ſacrifices Fo our 
bps will not be accepted. 


But now how excellently doth Holi- 


neſ3 and Righteouſneſs {are rogether ? and 
how gracioufly doth God accept fuch in 
whom they areconjoyned ? To ſee a' Man” 


that makes acknowledgment of a moſt Glo- | 


ri0Uus 


£07 
rious and Trimendous Deity by Solemn Ads of 
Worſhip in the Morning ; Walking in the Fear of 
Ged all the Day lang. To ſec a Man after hehath 
Celebrated Gods Glorious PcrieQions { Wiſdom, 
Goodnes , Truth , Faithfulneſs, Patience, Long» 
ſuffering and Forgivneſs, ec.) in the Solemn Office 
of Thankſgiving , ſtriving to imitate them ig the 
Courſe of his Life. To fee a Man after the Cupof 
received ar the hands of Gods Miniſters with 
great Devotion , to declare by his Cogverlatjon, 
that he bath thereby been made to drink into the 
ſame Spirit with his Savipur : when he is Lowly, 
Meck, and Patient, Lovidg, and Diltgent in doing 
others goed ( little regarding. the things below , 
and ſo carneftly intending rhe joys above) as Chriſt 
was: I ſay, tq ſee this is moſt lovely, becauſe theſe 
things {b excllently - agree. And ſuch are nipf}ac- 
ceptable in their approaches to God , he is well 
pleaſed with their Adorations and Praiſcs , delights 
to hear their prayers , and will ſhew ſuch tokens 
for their Good, that they may always ſee to their joy; 
and their enemies oft to their. :thame. And 1 am per- 
ſwaded if the People of this Church wit joyn theſe 
Two Things in their conſtant FxzRice,, God will 
ſo Bleſs ns, rhat all rhe Ends of the Farth ſhall Fear 
him ; ( Ze. ) be altured by the Flourifhing Glory of 
our Church and 'Stare;, to Imitare the Excellent 
'Order of our Divine Service. | 

And if they would but confider what good cf 
it would have (to rhe healing our Breaches and rc- 
Rorirg us to Love and Unity among our ſelyes, ma- 


king usa Joy to our Friends , and a Terror to our 
Eneraies abroad-, and preventing the miſcries we - 


lately felt and preſently fear at home) and will not 
ſuffer themſelves to be blinded by ar be and preju- 
dice , and ill arts of diſcontented men ; | fay, a4 

coulc 


” 


_— 
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tdul@ not "chuſe bue put their helping hand to ef. 
k&rhe conjur. ion. | 
ny 'Conelude therefore, with my Earneſt Player to. 
ty God for the good Succeſs of rhis Book \, 'F- 
wade Mcn- to ſuch Decent A of 
hes Holy Offices, ane Excmp in all theit / 
Converſs) chat by his Ble\ſi- foe ing all 
its" defefts and imperfeRtions ) -it may atrain' ity 
End; and to this Prayer! I hope all Good OY ; 
ay," Amen Bok Y 


Daily. Prayers in andabout the CI TY. | 


: 1:21 Mor. I. þ 'M. E. | 
Arche-Kings cha, - þ. 15t Martins Ghu. 6| 5:7 
Dukes chaypel—( 6,1 : nd ' Tabernacle 3 3 
We fiminſt. «bbey ( 6, FSLP.CoventGar.10| 3 
iſe. S—,) St. Mart. Luggate: 9| 3 

| St. hoes __ 5 


Charter Houle 
Se, Chriſto | 


ai Sc Mary Allerman'ury at 11 Morn.and 5 E- | - 

given by a piovs perſon tor ane; year; 1 | 

ub, iſe of ſettling it for,cxer, if it be. attend- F 

y conſiderable number in thas tirge, Tis 4 

Lt 9 nd pirics future Generatiogs Jhoy}d be biel 
gred of ſuch a Benefit by thei don: of bis. . 


a # 


